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PART I -- FREFACE 


The 82d Infantry Division, a unit whieh Spent more consecutive days under 
fire than any other American Division in World var I and which Suffered a total 
of 1,035 men killed and 6,38; other casualties, became more than a file card in 
the War Department on 25 Merch 1942 when it was reactivated at Camp Claiborne, 
Louisiana, With the 77th ang govh Divisions, the 82d became one of the first 
three "reserve" divisions to be reactivated for service in World War II, 


In World War I the 823 Division haa participated in the Lorraine, St. Mihiel 
and Meuse-Argonne offensives, lis officer vanks had included Major Jonathan M. 
Wainwright, in World War iT a full general and the hero of BATAAN; and Lieutenant 
Colonel John C. H. lee, in oi War XX a Lieutenant General and commander of the 
Communications Zone in the Eurepeai Theater, Its enlisted ranks included Sgt, 
Alvin Cë York, winner of the Congressional Medal of Honor and classed by General 
Pershing as the outstanding American soldier of World War Jt : : 


. Reactivated as a triangular division, the 82d on 25 March included the Divi- 
Sion Headquarters, Division Headquarters Company, 525th, 326th and 327th Infa try 
Regiments: Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 824 Division Artillery: the : 
319th, 320th 321st and 907th Field 4rhillery Battalions; and the 307th Engineer 
Battalicn, 307th Medical Battalion, 407th Quartermaster Battalion, 82d Reconnais- 
sance troop, 82d Signal Company, and 82d Military Police Platoon, : = 


Among officers assigned the 82d Infantry Division upon activation were Ma jor 
General Omar N, Bradley, Coumanding General, who latex became a full General and, 
in succession, Commander of II Corps, First United States Army, and Twelfth ~ 
United States Arny Group; Brigadier General Matthew B, Biügway., who succeeded 
General Bradley as Division Commander on 26 June 1942 ard iater Commanded XVIII 
Corps (Airborne) and vas promoted to Lieutenant General; Brigadier General Joseph 
M. Swing, Division Artillery Commander and later commander of the llth Airborne 
Divisisn; Colonel George Ve We Pepe, Chief of Staff and later Brigadier General 
and Assistant Division Commander of the 86th Infantry Division; Colonel Claudius ` 
Se Easley. Commander of the 325th Infantry, who later became a Brigadier General 
and was killed in action in the Pacific Theater; Colonel Stuart Cutler, Commender 
of the 326th Infantry, E ter Promoted to Briesdier General and Serving cn the 
Staff of the First Allied Airborne Army: Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Eaton, Adjutant 
General, later promoted to the rank of Brigadier General after service as Chief 
of Staff of both the Division end XVIII Corps (Airborne); and Lieutenant Colonel 
Francis A, March, 320th Field arüiliery Battalion Commander and later commander 
of the 82d Airborne Division artillery. eU tee 

The Divisien, Setting a new record for speed in its plan off classifying and 
assigning recruits to units, unferwent training appropriate for the various arms 
of a normal infantry division during the first Tew months after activation. When 
General Ridgvay succeeded General Bradley as Division Commander., Colonel Maxwell 
D. Taylor became Chief of Staff, Colonel Taylor later became a: general officer, ^ 
commanding first the 82d Airborne Division Artillery and later tthe 101st Airborne 
Division, doces Se 


=- 


During the early Summer word was received that the 82d was to bec ome a moto- 
rized divisicn and was to move in the fall te ’Camp Atterbury, Indiana, This 
plan hewaver was cancelled and on 15 August 19/2 the 82d Infantry Divisiog be- . 
came the 624 Airborne Division. ‘he 824 Infantry Division of World War II yaeld 
its first aad only parade on that date, j Xm : oe 


The change to airborne saw the 82d Split practically in half, one half be- s 


coming .the 82d Airborne Division ani the ether half the lOlst airborne Division. Soe at 


In the process the 82d lost the 327th infantry and tuo artillery battalions in 
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toto. The 325th and 326th regiments each contributed a battalion to form a new 
regiment for the lOlst and most other units contributed approximately one-half o 
their strength to the lOlst, (One of the "Jost" battalions, the 2d Battalion, 
4Olst was attached to the Division in early 1944 and eventually was incorporated 
permanently as the 3d Battalion, 3255h). 


Sollowing the conversion, the 82a Airborne Divisien's order of battle in- 
cluded Division Headquarters, Division Headquarters Company, 325th and 326th Gli- 
Ger Infantry Regiments (each reduced to a two-battalion basis), 504th Parachute 
Iufantry Regiment which had been activated only a few months earlier at Fort ; 
Benning, Georgia, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 82d Airborne Division 
artillery; 319th and 320th Glider Field omes Battalions the newly-activated 
376th Parachute Field artillery Battalion, the 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion 
with two lettered glider companies and one lettered parachute company, the 307th 
Airborne Medical Company, 407th airborne Quartermaster Company, 82d Airborne Sig- 
nal Company, and 82d Airborne Military Police Platoon. The new Table of Organi- 
zation did not provide for a Division reconnaissance element, but personnel re- 
maining with the Division from the former 82d Reconnaissance Troop were formed 
into & provisional platoon, 


The 80th Airborne Anti-Aircraft Battalion was activated on 3 September 1942, 
and the 782d Airborne Ordnance Maintenance Company was activated on 6 October 


1942。 


Ground training of the Division proceeded at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana,until 
l October 1942, when the 82d moved to Fort Bragg. North Carolina,for more advan- 
ced ground training in alternation with airborne training. A feature of the move 
Saw both the 82a and lOlst Airborne Divisions send advance parties ef approxi- 
mately 250 men and officers each to Fort E by air, the e ca movement of 
American military personnel by air up to that time, 


A further change in the organization of the Division was effected on 12 - 
February, 1943, when the 326th Glider Infartry was withdrawn from the Division, 
and the 505th Parachute Infantry and 456th Farachute Field artillery Battalion 
were assigned.’ To complete this change to two-thirds parachute combat strength, 
Company B of the 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion was converted froma glider 
into a parachute unit. 

Meanwhile, Brigadier General Joseph M. Swing left his post as Divisicn Artil 
lery Commander to become Commanding General of the llth Airborne Division. 
Ccisnel Maxwell D. Taylor was promoted to Brigadier General and became Divisicn 
Artillery Commander, Brigadier General William M, Miley was relieved as Assis- 
tant Division Commander of the 82d and became Commanding General of the 17th Air- 
borne Division. Colonel Charles Lə Keerans, Jre, Chief. of Staff of the 10lst . 
Airborne Division, was promoted to Brigadier General ami became Assistant Divi- 
Sion Commander of the 82d Airborne Division. (General Keerans later was listed 
as missing in action when his plane did not return from a flight to observe the 

504th Parachute Combat Team's GC into Sicily.) : 


nt parachute maintenance EU I were coma into a peovidiengd Fara- 
chute Maintenance Company, 


Alerted for overseas movement, the 82d Airborne Division began its departure 
from Fort Bragg, North Carolina,on 17 April 1943. The Division staged at Camp 
Edwards. Massachusetts, from 21 to 27 April 1943 and departed for the New York 
Fort of Embarkation, The 82d Airborne Division sailed from Staten Island early 


on the morning of 29 April ki on thus becoming the first American Airborne Divi- 
Sion to sail overseas, 


The Division landed at Casablanca on 10 May, 1943, marshalled at Camp Don B. 
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Passage near that city, and began a move to the vicinity of Ou3ja, French Morocco 
and Marnia, algiera, on 13 May 1943. Here the Division bivouacked as aombat team 
with the 325th Glider Combat Team, 80th Airborne anti-Aircraft Battalion, and 
320th Glider Field artillery Battalion. stutionead at Marnia and the remainder of 
the Division m pec. near the Oudja airport. 


A Division planning room was established in the gendarmerie building of Oudj 
(popularly known as tho "Rntagon" building), and here plans were wcrkod out tor 
the Division's first combat mission, Operation "EUSEY" or the Invasion of BEY 
(Code name: HORRIFIED). 


In the Oudja area Division parades were given for Lieutenant General Mark 
Clark, Fifth army Commander; Lieutenant General George Patton, Commander of I 
Armored Corps; and Major General Omar Bradley, Commander of II Infantry Corps. 
The Division's first airborne review, which included a ground parade, a battalion 
parachute drop and an exhibition glider landing, also was given for the Governor 
of Spanish Morocco. 


Freceded by small advance parties, the Division on 24 June 1943, began move- 
ment by truck, train, plane and glider from its dusty camps amid the wheat field: 
of French Morocco, to the cactus-hedged areas of Tunisia in the vicinity of Kai- 


rouana 


Troops were camped near. their propcsed takeoff airfields. 


AS a result, 


regiments and other units were scattered, each regiment having headquarters ap- 
àmroximately 25 miles from Division Headquarters and some regiments being some 


50 road miles apart. 


Were ES be used, 


Division Headquarters and Headquarters of the 52d Troop 
Carrier Wing wero established in ad jacent almond orchards. 


Ten takeoff fields 


The Invasion of Sicily began on ‘the windy night of 9 July 19/8, when Colonel 
James M, Gavin, later to become assistant division commander and divisicn comman- 
der, led his 505th Farachute Combat Team in its drop into Sicily. 


Unit commanders and staff officers at this time were as follows: 


. Gormanding General 

assistant Conmanding General 

Division Artillery Commander 

Chief of Staff 

GL 

G-2 

G-3 

G-4 

Ad jutant General 

Chemical Officer 

Chaplain 

Finance Officer 

3 ‘ Headquarters Commandant , 

Inspector General 

Judge advocate General 

Ordnance Officer 

Provost larshal . 

Quartermaster 

Signal Officer 

Surgeon 

Special Service Officer 

CO, 325th Glider Infantry - . 

60, 504th Perachute. Infantry 

CO, 505th Farachute Infentry 

Executive Officer, Division 
artillery 


La jor General MATTHEW B. RIDGWUAY 

Fr igađier General CHaRLES L. KEERANS, 
Brigadier General MAXWELL D. TAYLOR 
Colonel RALEH P. EATON 
Lieutenant Colonel FREDERICK 
Lieutenant Colonel GEORGE E. 
Lieutenant Colonel RICHARD kK. BOYD 
Lieutenant Colonel ROBERT H. wWIENEOKE 
Lieutenant Colonel RAYLOND M. BRITTON 
Lieutenant Colonel JOHN P. GEIGER 
Lieutenant Colonel GEORGE L. RIDDLE 
Lieutenant Colonel WILLIaM E. JOHNSON 
Captain WILLIAM C. SHREVE 

Lieutenant Colonel CHARLES ,RARRETT 
Lieutenant Colonel CaS IIR D. MOOLS 
Lieutenant Colonel JOSEUA FINKEL 


JR. 


M. SCHELLHAMMER ' 
LYNCH 


I 


. Major WILLIAM Pe BOUDEN 


ee onel sac ES 


Lieutenant Colonel JOHN v. LOERIZJAN 
Lieutenant Colonel FRANK ij. MOORMAN ' 
Lieutenant Colonel WOOLCOTT L. ETIENNE 
Major FREDERICK G. MDCOLLUH ., SA 
Colonel HARAY L. LEVIS 

Colonel REUBEN E. TUOnEnR ^" 

Colonel JALLES. IA GAVIN. ¿` 


LARCH 
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CO, 319th Glider FÀ Battalion : Lieutenant Colonel WILLIAM H. BERTSCH, JR. 
‘CO, 320th Glider FA Battalion Lieutenant Colonel PUL E. WRIGHT 
CO, 80th Airborne Anti-aircraft 


Battalion ` Lieutenant Colonel WHITFIELD JaCK (on DS 
: with Div Do as Asst G-3; 
Major RAYMOND E. SINGLE- 
e TON (acting) 
CO, 376th Parachute Fa Battalion -Lieutenant Colonel WILBUR M. GRIFF ITH 
CO, 456th Parachute FA Battalion Licutenant Colonel HaRRISON HARDEN 
CO, 307th Airborne Engineer d 
Battalion Lieutenant Colonel ROBERT S. PALMER 
_ CO, 824 Airborne Signal Company Captain ROBERT E. FURAN 


CO, 307th Airborne Medical Company Me jor WILLIAM H, BOUSTON " 
CO, 407th Airborne Quartermaster 


Company Captain SAMUEL L. MAYS 
CO, 782d Airborne Ordnance 
Company Captain JEFF DaVIS, JR. 
CO, 82d Farachute Maintenance : 
Company (Frov) - Captain ALBERT C. MARIN 
CO, Division Headquarters Company Captain WILLIaM C. SHREVE 
CO, Headquarters Battery Division 
Artillery - Captain TONY J. RAIBL 
CO, 82d Airborne Military Police 
Platoon Major VILLIAM P. BOWDEN 
CO, Division Reconnaissance 
Platoon (Frov) ist Lieutenant ROLAND M. HUDSON 
UM 
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SECTION I -- DIVISION REFORT 


(NUMBERS IN PARENTHESES REFER TO 
FOOTNOTES AT END OF NA3RATIVE) 


THE FLAN 


The plan for the Invasion of SICILY provided for landings to be made on the 
Seutheastern extremity of the island, with British and Canadian forces on the east 
. coast and American forces on the south coast. The american assault forces were to 
consist of the 3rd, lst, and 45th Infantry Divisions, with attached units, which 
were to land in the LICATA, GELA, and SANPIZRE vicinities, respectively, and para- 
chute troops from the 826 Airborne Division, which were to land inland from GELA., 
The remainder of the 824 airborne Division and the 2nd armored Division, in Army 
reserve, were to be brought in as quickly as possible. d 


The assaulting paratroopers were of the 505th Combat Team, Reinforced, com- 
manded by Colonel James M, Gavin, and their mission was thus stated in Field Order 
#6 issued by the II Corps: 


"(1) Land during night D-1/D in area N and E of GELa, capture and secure 
high ground in that area. (2) Disrupt communications and movement of re- 
serves during night, (3) Be attached to lst Infantry Division effective HA 
hours on D-Day, (4) Assist lst Infantry Division in capturing and securing 
landing field at FONTE OLIVO," = 


The elements to be employed as part of the 505th Combat Team, with their com- ` 
manding officers, were as follows: ` 


505th Preht. Inf, (1)--------------------------Col. James M, Gavin 

3rd Bn., 504th Preht. Inf.---------------------- Lb. Col. Charles Kouns : 
l56th Preht. FA Bn,----------------------------- Lt. Col. Harrison Harden 

Co, Bo, 307th Abn. Engr. Hn.-------------------- Capt. William H. Johnson 
Det. 82d Abn. Signal Co,.------------------------ 2nd Lt, Edward Kacyainski 
Det. 307th Abn. Medical Co.--------------------- S/Sgt. Kenneth I. Knott 

Air Support Farty------------------------------- Capt, Jack M. Bartley. 

Pil Fersonnel-----------------------2----------4-- lst Lt. Louis P. Testa 


The 505th plan, as embodied in its first field order, directed that Regimen- 
tal Headquarters, the lst Battalion, and the 2nd Battalion, 505th, and Batteries 
A and B of the 456th, should drop just north of an important road junction about ` ` 
seven miles east of GELA, attack and overcome an enemy strong point cammanding the 
junction, and defend the junction against attack. The 3rd Battalion, 505th, and 
Battery C, 456th, should drop south of the same junction, and occupy the high 
ground overlooking it, The 3rd Battalian, 504th, should drop south of NISCEMI and 
establish and defend road blocks on the road fram NISCEMI to the south. Each of 
these elements was to be prepared to assist the lst Infantry Division in geizing 
the PONT OLIVO Airdrome, Three planes cf troops, including the Demolition Section, 
were to drop about five miles further east and prepare the demolition of rail and 
road crossings of the ACATE River. ， 


The mission assigned the Division less the 505th Combat Team was outlined in 
Field Order #1 of Force 343 (Seventh Am): : 


"(a) 82d Airborne Division (-Dets) concentrate rapidly by successive 
air lifts in SICILY, by D/7, in either or both the DIME (45th Infantry Divi- 
sion) or JOSS (3rd Infantry Division) areas, as directed. dodi: 


"(by 2nd Battalion, 509th Farachute Infantry, remain in NORTH AFRICA, 
in Force 343 reserye, available for drop missions as directed." 
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In ou m with this order, the Division devised a Movement Table (Annex 2 
to Field Order #1), under which the 50hth Comps Team, as a second lift, was aler- 
ted for See he evening of D-Day; oz, in the event of negative ins iructions at 
that time, the SE BE DA, or cf? any day thereafter Division Head4auar riers was 
to constitute a third 1ift, ready for movement in gi Tem the evening cf Die or 
thereafter, -The 325th Combat Team. and the 80th Airsorne Anti-Aircraft Battalion, 
were to follow by planes and gliders in designated order. = 

The 504th Combat Team, under the command of Colonel Reuben He Tucker, incluied 
the following units, under the command of the officers named: | : 


5Olth Pont, Inf. (less 3rd Bn.) (Bacca cec —Á Col, Reuben H, Tucker 


276th Pront MA Deeg ge Lt. Col, Wilbur M, Griffith 
Co. C, 307th Abn. Engr. Bn,.------------------- Capt. Thomas M, Wight 


The Division Headquarters serial was to include members of the general and . 
Special staff sections and of tne following units: Hu, and Hq, Btry., Div àrty.; 
Div. Hg. Co.; 82nd Abn, Signal Coo: 407th QM Cos; 3075h Med. Coa; 782nd Ord. Maint. 
Coe; and the 307th Abn Engr. Bn., all under the command of Lt. Col. Robert Palmer, . 
Division Engineer. . , E ; 

The Commanding General. of the Division, Major General M, B, Ridgway, EUR a 
Special command pariy, koari ed the M*XEKCVIA, Sey enth army Cormand Vessel, at ^ 4 
ALGIERS, July 4, from which ne and the party would land at CELA on D D The 
Commanding General's party inol Med Colonel Re Po Eaton, Chief of Staff; It. Com 
Ge E. Lynch, G-2; Lt. Col. Re K, Boyd, G-34 It. Gol. R- H Wienecke, G-4, Lt. Col. 
Frank Moorman, Signal Officer; Major E, S. Adams, Liaison Officer; Oapt. Don C, 
Faith, aide-de-camp; and eleven enlisted men from the staff sections. 


D- 1, ‘the dày of the Tirst lift; was, as usual for the time of year in NORTH 
AFRICA, hot and clear, The men of the 508th Combat Team, stationed near KAIROUAN, ~~~ 
TUNISIA, Jounged in their bivouac area, made last preparations of arms and equip- 
ment, ate supper at 1600 heurs, and went to the ten airdromes from which they were 
to take off. The 226 army Transport planes, type C-47, in which they were EE 
cleared the fields between 2010 and 2116 hours, July 9th. 


The route was by way of JURIATE Island and MALTA, thence directly to the 
Sicilian Coast east. of GELA and over the various drop zones; and the flight was 
expectcó to require, including time for air rendezvous, about three noues and 
twenty minutes. - faro Gini dee ae eee 3 

late in the afternoon the wind off the south coast of. SICILY was of gale in- 
tensity. ` eg it diminished as the evening progressed, the weather continued 
surficlently rough that an unusually lavge proportion of the mem were ill in the — 
planes, and muon worse, that tae plane formations were badly scattered, The Aif- 
Saoul ty iu avoiding taat cousequence was, of cours much enhanced by the darkness 
after 2190 uoues, by the ebsence of inter-plane communication, and by the extremel; 
low flying, dictated by tactical reasons, It is also testified (3) that there 
were some tracer Tire cn the pianes, which, although not heavy, was the cause of 
the destruction of at least one Ter which was seen to fall in flames, Many of- 
the men stated they Were stansing,-hocked up, fcr 30 to 50 minutes while their 
planes searched for the drop aa, In any event, the formations were broken. and 
not only were the drop zenes missed by most of the planes, but also the Combat 
Team as a whole was badly scattered fron the vicini E of GELA to points east of 
MODICA. (4) : = 


Although eight planes failed-to return, the foem c had eleared them be- 
fore they were lost, ee planes returned with full loads, including one officer 
and fifteen men cf Company à, SE and 17 men of Batteries B and C, 456th, All 
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these men, having been completely cleared of responsibility for the failure to 
drop Were allowed to participate in tho Second Lift. SS : 


The 504th Combat Team, alerted throughout D-Day for the Second Lift, at the 
fields and loaded in the planes, waited while a negative message from General 
Ridgway was delayed in delivery, but was finally released at 1840, when Colonel 
Clark of the 52d Wing decided that it was too late for the mission to be under- 
taken. The next day, Dél, at 1100 hours, orders were received that the Second : 
Lift would be flown that AE 


` This lift comprised AA planes, and was to proceed to MALTA, thence to the: 
Southeastern coast of SICILY at SAMPIERE, thence along the coast to Lake BIVIERL 
southeast o£ GELA, thence inland to the FARELLO et. 


The air was considerably quieter. than Sm days Pater the night was. Lighted 
by a quarter moon; and the drop zone.was behind the lst Division line. The highest 
hope for a safe crossing seemed justified. Nevertheless, full instructions were- 
issued to the commanders of friendly troops and naval units relating to the flight, 
including the route, the time and the objective (5). 


The hope was realized until the first plenes neared the drop zone. How 
trouble began is best described in a statement made by Captain Willard E. Harrison, 
UN 4, 504th. Parachute Infantry: 


"On the night of July 11- 12, 1943, I flew in the leading plane of the 
first serial and reached the coast of SICILY near PUNTA SOCCA at approximately 
2230 hours, thence flew in a northwesterly direction along the coast toward 
GELA, The left-wing plane flew just over the water line, and the squadron of 
9 planes continued. perfect formation up to the coast at an altitude of ap- 
proximately 900 feet. We encountered no fire of any kind until the lead plam 
reached the lake at H30-25 (Lake BIVIERE), when one .50 calibre machine gun, 
Situsted in the sand dunes several hundred yards from the shore, opened fire. 
AS Soon as this firing began, guns along the coast as far as we could see to- 
ward FUNTA SOCCA, opened fire and the naval craft lying off shore, both to- 
wards a SOCCA ge toward GILA, began firing anti-aircraft guns," 


The squadron mentioned y Captain Harrison was not hit, nor were any of his 
men fired on in the descent, but the anti-aircraft fire, particularly from naval 
units, grew.more intense, and to it was added fire from machine gunners and rifle- 
men on descending parachutists, and anti-aircraft units of the army and Navy later 
declared that ‘bombers had bean overhead simultaneously with our own planes, one of 
which could not te distinguished from the other, In passing through this fire 
meny planes were badly damaged and 23 of the 144 were destroyed. The entire for- 
mation was. badly scattered. The pilot of one of the planes which did return tota . 
of his difficulties: ， welt ; : : SE 


"A few minutes before reaching the drop point with the paratroopers, d 
shell smashed into the starboard side of the fuselage and knocked out a hole 
four by six feet while a fragment fron the shell slit the aluminum and every 
rib from hole to UT Fassing through-the plane the fragment’ ripped ‘off a 
door as a second ack-e k blast carried away a portion of the left stabilizer, 
' The explosions also ice away a large piece of equipment, and the wee was 
E: EES that + Parr like a motor crash in the- D ui e cabin, oer Pes E ' 


"The SECH spun at a right sage and seven puiled the.éontrols fron 
my grasp. For a second I didn't realize what had happened, then finding my- 
self out of formation I began a violent evasive actions I saw three planes 

* burning on the ground and red tracers UU T as ? machine gunners sprayed uc 
as if potting a flight of ducks. ` : 
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a fighting chance to reach ground, But I've got to hand it to those boys; 
one, who had been pretty badly hit by. shrapnel, insisted. on leaping with the 
others although he had been ordered to remain in the plane." 


One of the more harrowing reports was that of 1st Lieutenant C. Ae Drew, Com- 
pany F, 504tM. His statement shows that some men were lost because warning of 
the flight had not been conveyed to the men of one unit, and others because each 
division then had its own password: (6) 


" Iwas jump-master in Done 531. This plane was leading a formation of 
3 planes and was No. 7 in our Company. The pilot of my plane gave me the 
warning 20 minutes ous freon the DZ. After the red light came on he had to 
give me the green light in about 1 minute, due to the plane being on fire. 


"We jumped into a steady stream of AA fire, and not knowing that they 
were friendly troops, There was 4 men killed and 4 wounded from my Platoon. 
Three of these men were hit coming down and one was killed on the ground be- 
cause he had the wrong password. after landing we found out this bad been 
changed to "Ihink"--"Quickly". 


"The AA we jumped into was the 180th Infantry of the 45th Division. They 
also were not told we were coming. Later we found out that the 45th Division 
had been tolà we were coming but word never had got to the 180th Infantry of 
the 45th Division." S 


"dio tried to reorganize but found we didn't have but 44 men including 3 
officers. We searched all night for the rest of the men. after accounting 
for them we took care of the dead and wounded and started towards our objec- 

. tive. We arrived at the 504th CP at 2 o'clock July 12, 1943." 


"About 75 yards from where I landed, Flane No. 915 was hit and burned. 
To my knowledge, only the pilot and three men got out. The pilot was thrown 
through the window." : 


"another plane was shot down on the beach and another plane was down bur- 
. nigg about 1,000 yards to my front. Altogether there were three planes I 
know of being shot down," 


Of the 23 destroyed planes, fortunately only six were shot ‘down before the 
parachutists had jumped, One of the six carried five officers and fifteen men of 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 504th; one carried three officers and fif- 
teen men of Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 504th; and four carried one 
officer and thirty-two men of Battery C, 376th; a total of 9 officers and 62 men. 
Miracvlously, some of these survived, Lieutenant Colonel Le Ge Freeman, Executive 
Officer. 504th, two other officers and twelve men survived--eleven of them wounded 
when their plane crash-landed. lst Lieutenant M. C, Shelly, Headquarters Company, 
2nd Battalion, 504th, was thrown clear of his plane when it crashed, all other oc- 
cupants being killed, One of the Battery C planes was shot down at see, carrying 
all its nine parachutists down with it, but from the other three there were five 
_ men Saved by their reserve chutes; ‘two struggled out of their plane after it had 
been twice hit and was afire; three were actually blown clear astheir planes were 
demolisked by ack-ack. | 


One of .the planes lost on its return flight, and of which no remains have been 
found, carried as an official observer Brigadier General Charles L. Keerans, Jr., 
assistant Division Commander, d ; 


` 


In the returning planes. were four dead and six wounded parachutists, and eight 


full loads which had not been given an opportunity to jump. These included ten 
officers, two warrant officers and ninety-five men (7). 
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The dispersion was as great as that of the 505th, men being dropped practi- 
caliy as far east, and others being dropped west of GELA. 


The following day; D/2, gliders were loaded and men of the Division Headquar- 
tors serial ready to embark, when an order was received from Force 41 (15th Army 
Group) cancelling all projected movements by air. (8). The possibility was left 
open of a moverent by sea. but no decision was made know until Division Head qua- 
ters notified the 52d Wing at 1000 July 16, that the Third Lift would be carried 
to SICILY by plane and landed at FONTE OLIVO Airdrome, taking off at 1315 hours 
that same day. It cleared the fields on schedule, in a flight of 51 planes, es- 
corted by fighters, and flew direct to SICILY by way of PANTELLARIA. All planes 
arrived sefely, about 1515 hours, 


GUERH ILLA WARFARE 


The scattered fashion in which Combat Team 505 vas dropped made fully organi- 
zed combat impossible. Of all its elements only "I" Company, less one plane, 
jumped on an asSigned drop zone; but "I" Company is credited with having accomp- 
lished its mission, with reducing a blockhouse and several pillboxes and taking a 
great many prisoners. - 


Most of the men upon landing found themselves alone or near only one other or 
a few of their comrades. Those who were not already pinned down by fire immedia- 
tely set out to find others; and during the rem inder of the night, the great 
majority succeeded in grouping themselves into three or fours at least (although 
frequently members of such groups were from different units), and sometimes into 
groups of platoon size or larger. Indeed, the 2d Battalion Serial was almost 
entirely assembled within twelve hours of landing. 


Thus the fighting was begun and continued by groups of all sizes and composi- 
tions, and against a variety of objectives. On one occasion on the llth at BIAZZ; 
Ridge between GELA and VITTORIA an important engagement was fought against a sub- 
stantial force of the Hermann Goering Pivision by 200-300 paratroopers lod by 
Colonel Gavin. At sevcral points, groups of platoon size made planned attacks on 
strong points or ambushcd enemy columns. On many more occasions, individuals or 
small groups, seeking at once to avoid capture, to find their units, and to do as 
much dumage to the enemy as possible, chanced onto pillboxes, couriers, vehicles, 
and small garrisons, killed or captured the enemy, or fought him off and retired. 
Such action can be described only in its individual instances, as it occurred. 


One ease of two paratroopers isolated in eneny territory is so vividly told 
by a principal that it is hore re-produced in his own words (9). 


"We first received the order to stand up and hook up just off the coast. 
. Just over the beach ue ran into 4A fire. Our plane kept diving and banking. 
The pilot pssscd tls word down the line to jump on the red light. At the 
time the word reached Licutenant Mills (10) the red light flashed on. We 
Started out. Just as I got to the door our plane was hit. I was knocked 
back against the opposite side of the ship. I finally got out. Where we 
landed there were a couple of pillboxes burning from the bombing raid. 


"We started to assemble in an orchard when the artillery opened up on us. 
That didn't last long. We assembled and found out that we had one man, Cpl. 
len, had. broken his leg. ‘We wrapped him in a chute and hid him in a vine : 
patch. We left him with 2 riggers. : ; 


"Lieutenant Mills got his bearings and told us what the score was. We 
had dropped 15 miles from the right DZ in enemy territory. tie got our wea-- 
pons and marched Goin the road. We heard somebody yelling and a whirring ` 
sound like an auto stuck in the mud.. I don't know why but we marched right 
into them, ie walked across a bridge. As we reached the end we heard some- 
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ons yelled halt. It was the Hienies. Lieutenant Mulls said, "Ground equipment 
and jump over the bridge." He no sooner said that than they opened fire on 
us. We ran into a vine patch and hid. They shot flares in the air and tried 
to pick us off, They tossed grenades and fired their guns into the patch. 
Pets, Boggs, Wright and I were cut off from the rest. ‘We Started to run and 
were chased and fired on, we lost ir ight somewhere. Boggs and I hid ina 
cane break for an hour or two. 


; : "We got disgusted and decided to work our way back to the DZ about 3 

A miles awaye We started and changed our minds again and headed due north the 
Way we were ambushed. I hod a compass ard we started towards what we thought 
was GELA.  Abcut nocn we seen a German patrol. Just 2 men. We. were afraid 
to fire on them bo2suse the range was too great for a carbine. we ducked 
them and later came across a gun set upon a hill. We looked it over but: 
couldn't make it out so ve avoided it and started up the RR tracks. 


"I seen someone on the skyline and started up the hill. I seen it was an 
Amcr ican G.I. He had me covered with a .50 ealibre so I m E ce it 
was a lst Division man. They took us to the assembly arca." 


In another case, two plane loads of Company "B", 307th ceno Engineer Bat- 
talion, landed 15 miles northeast of the drop zone, md were joined by ono plane 
load of Company "A", 505th, They spent the reminder of the night searching for S 
the drop zones and cutting telegraph wires, and just before Ge, Se in at a road 
intersection. The rest. of their story is told as follows: : AS 


"Àt 0530, a Gorman motorcycle contai ining 3 passengors sulled up. io the 
crossroads SE en The passengers were killed. Anothcr motorcycle ar- 
rived 15 minutes later and likewise caught under fire and the’ occupants . 
killed. The men were thon assembled and movéd out in the general direction 
of the DZ. Five of this group were separated when they went to pick up two 
equipment chutes which uere spotted a half mile away. The reminder con» ~ 
tinued on and took up a position on ground comianding the two valleys. Here 
contact was made with elements of Company "G", and defensive positions were 
Set up. During the afternoon, 2d Battalion, 180th Infantry, 45th Division, 
arrived at the hill. The men attached themselves to it and remained with it 
for three nights and two days. During this period of time additional para-. 
chutist drifted in and became part of their organization," S 3 


One of the most substantial vic tories was accomplished by lst Lieutenant F. 
E. Thomas, Company "I", 504th, without bloodshed. While with several men under 
. his command being served a meal by friendly civilians, he was surprised and ; 
\ -. Covered by the weapons of a small German force which had three disablod tanks in 
the vicinity, including’ one Mark VI, Lieutenant Thomas resorted to reason with 
his captor, pointing out the inevitability of Allied victory and the futility of 
his captors' efforts. It turned out that among the Germans there was one severely 
wounded man for whom the leader desired. the excellent ‘medical aid which-he. knew: 
the Americans could afford. ‘Consequently an understeniing was reached. The . $ E 
Americans being released and givon custody of tho wcunded man, promised to secure 
` him immediate medical treatment, The Germans put their tanks out of commission, 
Sioned them, and Qe inu the opposite direction. 


A vastly different Sort of action involving a lst Battalion group is narrated 
by Jack Thompson, Chicago Tribune correspondent who jumped with the First Lift: 


"One group of the lst Battalion, including Lieutenant Colonel Arthur 
Gorham, landed 4 miles south of NISCLMI, about 2.1/2 miles from the scheduled 
“DZ.” They were juss east of a vary sturdy, thick-walled farmhouse which had  . = 
been converted into a military fort held by 60 men with 4 heavy machine guns : 
and 6 lights, It was well wired- in with trench defenses, Colonel Gorham 
ordered an assault on the house and it was orgunized and led by Captain Edwin 
Sayre (11) and 22 ion. Their first-attack vas launched at 2 o'clock in the 
morning, They held up then until they attacked agéin just before dawn, with 
rifles, grenades, one 60mm mortar and a bazookas They forced the Italians 
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Back ait of the tranches: and into the House and attacked the house with Eren- 
ades. Sayre led the assault. carrying one hand grenade in. his teeth and an- 
other im his left hanà, and with his carbine in his right hand. lt wasn't 
until after they had taken the farmhouse that he discovered the mn who was ` 
' covering him was. covering nini with a trench knife and nót a tomy gun as he 
had thought. Awvitle grenade fired at about ten feet blew open the door, 

but the door swung shut again, Sayre walked up, thréw open the door, and 
pitched a hand grenade inside. They found atotal of 15 dead and took 45 pris- 
oners, Some of whom were Germans, Four paretroops. were wounded, one of whom 
later died. The house soon care under fire from an 88 and Cole Gorham with- 
drew his men back to another hill and it wasn't until two days later that. 
they were able to recapture tho farmiouse." ; pod 

This group later made contact with the lst Division, and joined the 2nd En., 

I6th Inf., with which they fought two days until relieved. In resisting an enemy 
attack while with the 16th Inf., paratroopers succeeded with their rocket-launchers 
in stopping several tanks. It was in such an act at this time that Lt. Col. 
Arthur Gorham, C..0., 1st Bn., was killed. This episode is also related by i. 
Thomps om: rei er ae SS EE E s : 

"The position where Gorham's. men were at that. time acting as assault troops 
with the 16th Infantry, with whom they had made contact, came under heavy 
attack by Mark VI ani Mark IV tanks and enemy artillery, as well as ex- 
tremely heavy machine gun fire, Col. Gorham: was killed by a shell from a. 
Mark VI while firing a bazooka at the tanks on the nearby road. Captain 
Comstock (12),, Medical Officer, ran to his aid and was wounded by the next 
shell burst. Lt. Dean McCandless (13), who Was nearby, ran up to help the 
wounded doctor and celled for Corporal Thomas Higgins (X4) to get a jeep and 
evacuate him, Higgins ran a quarter of a mile through a concentration. of 
machine gun fire until he found e jeen. The driver was reluctant to go into. 
this fire so Higgins vas joined by a paratroop cook, Frivate Hernord Williams. 
(15) The two of them drove the jeep under fire back to the hill and with the 
aid of Lt. McCandless evacuated Captain Comstock and the body of Col... T 
. Gorham,." Ae aa 3 F 


Another lst En, group, dropped about 50 miles east of GELA, occupied and held 


the town of NOTO; and a third group, consisting of 12 men from the lst Ene, mr-. 
ticipated in the cepture of RAGUSA. 


A group of about lO men of the Headquarters Serial, including men from two 
platoens of Engineers, under the command of lst Lieutenant H. H. Swingler, Head- 
quarters Commandant, orcupied early in the morning of the 10th an area of high 
ground commanding the road net leading inland from the 45th Division beaches, and 
is credited with greatly facilitating the landing of that Division. They destroys 
one armored vehicle as it approached the beach, cut off advance elements seeking 


to retire before the 45th's attack, reduced several pillboxes, and themselves cap- 


tured 5 officers and 96 men, This same group joined Colonel Gavin on the llth in 
time to participate in the action at BIAZZA Ridge. ` 


Although the 2d Battalion serial landed south. of RAGUSA, 25 miles from its 
drop zone, and was attacked before reaching the ground, a large part of the Serial 
Was assembled under its CO, Major Alexander, by noon the 10th. Even during that - 
morning, it was engaged in attacking enemy positions near S. OROCE--CAMERINA, wher 
it took 45 prisoners, Thence, it advanced on the town itself, occupied it after 
a short baut hard fight, and captured Lu more prisoners and a great deal of equip- 
mont, After a third. victorious skirmish east of the city, it bivouaked, reorgani- 
zed the next day, and marched west on the 12th to join CT Headquarters. 


» 


Two and one-half miles southeast of NISGEMI a group of men from the 3d Batta- 


lion, 504th, under Lieutenant Uillis.J. Fezrill, Company "I", ambushed a force of . . 


350 Germans from tie Hermann Goering Division, who were retreating up the road. 
The paratroopers, whs by the end of the afternoon of D Day numbered 110, 


: zo = 
R-E-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D 


 . George E Melahn 505th -PIR 


R-E-S-T-R-I-CT«H-D 


a 


had taken up a defensive position on a hill. They had already shot up a German 
patrol, andone small group had demolished an Italian patrol, killing 14. Eleven 
of these Italians were killed by two privates, Shelby R. Hord (16) and Thomas E, 
Lane (17). On the following day after Ferrili's force had begun to increase, it 
was in position on a hili at noon When an enemy column was observed coming up the 
road from the south, with the Germans were several American prisoners,  Líeutenan 
Ferrill withheld fire until the Germans were almost opposite his position. Then 
at noon the Germans suddenly helved for a ten-minute break. The Americans waited 
until the Germans started to get up and put on their packs, and thon fired on them 
With devastating effect, The battle lasted all afternoon. It was joined by two 
enemy tanks which shelled the Americans from the far-off hills. Late in the after. 
noon a German lieutenans came up the hill with a white flag to arrange a surrender 
but when he saw the Americans were parachutists he refused to surrender and went 
down the hill again, Then the battle was resumed and lasted until dusk, when the 
Germans withdrew, leaving 50 dead. The cost to the Americans was 5 killed and 15 
wounded. The hill from which the Americans fought wes identified on the map as 
CASTLE NOCERA。 


Of the 3d Battalion Serial, 505th, 45 men under lst Lieutenant F. Willis, Bat- 
tery C, 456th, joined forward elements of the 180th ee and served with them 
as assault troops; and 60 others, with 3 guns of the 456th, were the first troops 
to enter VITTORIA. It was on this occasion that lst Lieutenant William J. Harris, 
3d Battalion Headquarters Company, taken prisoner by the Italians, persuaded the 
garrison commander of the futility of resistance, and induced him to surrender him 
self and his command of 80 men on the spot. 


The largest part of the 3d Battalion,180 men under Major Krause, were. the 
backbone of the force which fought a battalion of the Hermann Goering Division at 
BlsZZa Ridge. 


BIAZ4a Ridge is a prominence about 12 Miles west of VITTORIa on the GELA High- 
way. Colonel Gavin, approaching it the morning of the llth from the dircction of 
VITTORI with the. 34 Battalion force mentioned above, was warned of the presence 
of Germans, . He succcedcd in compelling them to retire from the ridge and in oc- 
cupying the crest of it, but after an attempt to continue his advance, decided to 
organize the high ground and to be prepared to defend it against counter-attack. 
During the day three 75mm pack howitzers, two 57mm onti-tonk guns from the 45th 
Division, and a few rocket launchers Were assombled, 


The expected enemy counter-attack with tanks--Mark IV's and Mark VI's was 
made shortly after noon, and surged within 50 yards of the detachment's CP. One 
tank was knocked out by a 75mm pack, and much aid was rendered by 155mm guns of 
the 45th Division and Navy 5 inchers. A last-ditch defense finally forecd the 
enemy to withdraw for a reorganization. 


In the meantime, about 1900, Lieutenant Swingler and his group arrived, and: - 
also 11 General Shermans, making possible an American attack at 2030 which comple- 
tely routed the Germans and gave the detachment undisputed possession of the Ridge. 


Amorican losses in this-action were 43. killed and 100 wounded. «at least 50 
enemy dead were left on tho field, and 50 prisoners taken. Two German armored 
cars and one tank were knocked out; twelve 6-inch mortars, and many machine guns, 
small arms and vehicles taken. A caliber bü crew of Battery D, 456th, was credi- 
ted with the destruction of three M» Logis, which attacked the position. 


After GE the dead the EEN of the l2th, the force proceeded toward 
GELA, SH, 
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* . . he beath assault had begun at 0245 July loth. At 0730 General Ridgway and 
Captain Faith went ashore to seek the drop zones and elements of the 505th, but 
'gucceeded in finding only Company "I", 505th, and in learning that Company "A" was 
in contact withthe CP cf the 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry. This CP, and also that 
of the lst Division, was visited later in the day by Lieutenant Colonels Lynch and 
Boyd, who debarked at 1700, just after General Ridgway's return. 


. Contact with the 505th Command Fost was not made on the 10th or llth, nor was 
any substantial progress mede in reassembly of the combat tcam on those days. At 
0830 on the llth an order was sent Division Rear that the 504th should be flown 
across that evening, and during the remainder of the day the MOIROVIA party was 
occupied preparing for the arrival. A message was sent Seventh army requesting 
notification of all friendly troops, and one to Division Rear to apprise the Wing 
of the great dispersion of the 505th. arrangements were made for rations and 
water from the lst Division, ond imaediate medical trontnentat the drop zone by 
the 51st Medical Battalion. a Division CF was set up ashore at 1500 hours, about 

.3 miles southeast of GELA and one mile from the coaste. i 


While General Ridgway and staff waited on the FaRELLO landing field, the 
first elements of the 504th came down at 2250, July llth, and by 0715 the noxt 
morning Colonel Tucker had arrived at the CP. In the meantime, word came indirect 
ly that a number of members of the 505th were in the vicinity of RAGUSA. Never the- 
loss at 0755 on the l2th, General Ridgway was compelled to report to the Seventh 


n 


Army: 


"No formed element of Combat Team 505 under ry control. Expect some to- 

day based on lst Division reports. Elements of Combat Team 504 dribbling in. 
- At present one battery 75 pack howitzer and equivalent of one infantry com- 
pany available for use...an concentrating all efforts on reorganization." - 


His expectations in regard to the 505th were not realized that day, however ; 
-and the 504th "dribbled in" only enough that the first G-l Report to Seventh army 
at 1730 could dist present for the 504th 37 officers and 518 men. 


Golonel Gavin reaghed the Division CP July 13 at 0900, and confirmed the 

location of 1200 troops under his command. Henceforth, reassembly proceeded more 

rapidly, so thet at 1800 hours, Captain Alfred We Ireland, S-1 of the 505th, could 

report a total strength of 1648.. Information from other units, particularly Let j 

Division artillery and the 45th Division, facilitated the location of troops and 

a G-1 Report to tho Seventh army showed Division strength in SICILY as 3024 at 

midnight July 13. This figure grew to 3790 at midnight July 14, almost completing 

the reassembly of forward personnel which had not become casualties, with the 
acquisition of 426 officers and men of the Third Lift, the total Division strength 
in SICILY was only 4309 at 2400 July 17, and 4390 at 2400 July 2T. 


Thus, out of 5307 men in the first twò lifts, 3024 represented the total 
strength July 13th, 3790 on July llth. Out of 5733 in the three lifts, 4309 re- 
presented the total strength July 17th, and 4390 on July 27. Subtracting the 426 
n brought in the Third Lift from the strength for the 17th, there had been an in- 
Crease in the strength of the two combat teams of only 95 men in three days from 
July 13th-17th. Od : : Sr 


.AS the reassembly progressed, preparations for action were being rado. The 
3d Battalion, 504th, rejoined the 504th Combat Team. The Division CP was moved on 
July 13th two miles north to a point near Highway 115, and the 504th and 505th as- 
sembly.areas were maintained close at hand. A request vas mede July 15th for the 
movement of the Third Lift with fighter escort, which bore fruit the following day. 
The great problem of transportation for a Division which: had béen able to bring 


almost none of its own (19) was met by the procurement July 16 from Provisional 
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Corps of twenty-four 2 1/2 ton trucks and seven 1/4 ton trucks, which were re- 
tained throughout the following operations, and from tho 39th Combat Team of 
eighty-three2 1/2 and 3/l ton trucks which were retained only fcr the movement 
from GELA to PALMA. (20) A basic load of ammunition, acquired before leaving the 
GELA area, sufficed for the entire campaign on which the Division was about to em 
bark, i i 

These preparations had proceeded under Seventh army orders to reassemble and 
reorganize in army reserve. At noon thc 15th, a directive was received from 
Seventh army, ordering the 82d airborne Division to assemble with attached troops 
in the PALA DI MONTECHIARO area, to relieve elements of the 3a Division in that 
area by dark, July 19th, and to be prepared to advance west, The projected zone 
of action of the Division was a coastal strip inciuling Highway 115 and extending 
5-10 miles inland, until, in the vicinity of the VERDUPA River, west of RIBERA, 
the right boundary, shared with tho 3a Division, tucned north to PALERMO, The 
left boundary was the sea, 


The movement west from the assembly area near GELA began by truck shuttle at 
0600 July 17th and carricd that evening to 4 new area about 5 miles west of PALMA, 
with the 504th Combat Team and most of Division Headquarters moving in the first 
serial, the 505th and the remainder of Division Headquarters in the second, On 
the 17th, at 1100 hours, Ercvisional Corps directed immediate relief of the 3d 
Division in the 824 Division zoe. pursuant to which the 39th Combat Team was 
moved the evening of the 17th onto the high ground east of AGRIGENTO, from which 
it advanced at dawn the 18th through AGRIGENTO and PORTO EMEEDOCLE, where the 3d 
Division had been engaged the cay before. Early in the morning of the 18th, ele- 
ments of the 39th were astride Highway 115 at REALMONTD, This position they se- 
cured, occupying the high ground in that vicinity and patrolling to the CANNE 
River. Behind the 39th Combat Team, the Division CP was moved 2 miles west of 
FORTO EMPEDOCLE on the afternoon of the 18th and the 504th moved to an area near 
REALMONTE, immediately behind the line of the 39th, from which it could undertake 
an advance the next day. 


Although the 3d Division had met some resistance and taken a great many 
prisoners in AGRIGENTO, not even the 39th Combat Team patrols ever gained contact 
with the enemy, and the 82d moved forward during the 17th and 18th entirely with- 
out molestation. 


TEE CAMPAIGN 


The orders under which the 82d's campaign to the west were about to begin 
were the Provisional Corps Field Order #1, issued at 1500 July 18, directing the 
Division to advance by 0800 the 19th from the REALMONTE Line, and the Division 
Field Order #2 of the same day, directing Combat Team 504 to relieve Combat Team 
39 by 0800 the 19th, secure crossings over the CANNE River by daylight and con- 
tinue westward. Battery A of tho 82d Armored Field artillery Battalion and Bat- 
tery å & B of the 83rd Chemical Battalion were attached to Combat Team 504 for 
this mission. 


Frospects of resistance were assessed in the Intelligence Annex of the Divi- 
Sion Field Order in these words: "At this time no knowm organized fighting forces 
are located to the immediate west on the route of advance of this Division." 


Actually, some elonents of Combat Team 50) were at REALMONTE by noon the 18th, 
before the formal orders were issucd. The entire Combat Team, moving by marching 
and truck shuttle. assembled there during the day, and secured before dark the 
CANNE svossings and the high ground to the west. At: 0300 the 19th, troops of the 
2d Battalion, 504th, were in MONTALLEGRO; at 0900 at the FLATANI River; at 1015 
at the MAGGAZOLO River; and at 1200 had occupied RIBERA. Before 2100, they had 
reached and were stopped by the Corns phase lino halfway between RIBERA and 
SCIACCA. Every phase of the advance, and of subsequent advances as well, was led 
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in person by General Ridgway, who kept himself in personal touch with the recon- 
naissance elements, the point, and the advance guard comand, 


This headlong progress had almost been retarded by enemy destruction the pre- 
vious day of the highway oridge across the CANNE River, in what was reported by the 
Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 39th Infantry, as "the best job of demolition 
seen ina long time. Requires a major engineering job." But a by-pass for heavy 
vehicles around the denolisned bridge vas completed by a 307th Airborne Engineer 
Battalion detachnent under Lieutenant Colonel Falmer at 0/00 the 19th, aided by a 
detachment of the 17th Engineer Battalion, armored, of the ed Armored Division. 


Active enemy resistance during the entire day was extremely light. The only . 
exceptions were brief maehine gun fire just east of RIBERA and machine gun and 
light artillery fire at the VERDURA River, encountered by Reno henti gr the Divi- 
sion Reconnaissance Flatoon under lst Lieutenant Roland Hudson, ande of tho 82d 
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, operating on our front under Corps order, No 
casualties were suffered in either case, and in the former the enemy surrendered 
almost as soon asthe fire was returned. 


The latter resistance was somewhat more determined. It began about 1400 
hours, when HE shells fell near the Reconnaissance vehicles. The vehicles deployed 
off the highway, the 75mm and four Zem guns of the 62d armored detachment under- 
taking counter-battery fire and the .50 calibre machine guns of the Division 
Platoon moving toward the railroad line to the south to engage machine gun em- 
placements. As accurate fire was brought to bear on then, the personnel of one 
enemy gun after another raised a white flag; and at the end of an hour all resis- 
tance had ceased. In the course of it, ten Italians had been killed and 250 cap- 
tured, along with four 75mm and six orm guns, and a much larger number of machine 
guns. 


The point of the 2d Battalion, 504th, came under light arms fire for a few 
minutes just west of RIBERA, but without being caused delay or casualties. The re- 
connaissance elements discovered a mine field just east of RIBERA in conjunction 
with a road block, and another just west of the town at a railroad crossing, all of. 
which were removed without mishap. The only Division casualties during the day re- 
sulted from a general strafing of the entire colum on three different occasions by 
2 to 5 Me 1lo's. Five ron of Company E, 505th, and two men of the 2d Battalion, 
504th, were wounded, ue - 


At the end of the day, Combat Team 504 had secured the phase line halfway 
from RIBERA to SCIACCA, The artillery, all then under Division control, which had 
moved into the ELATANI VaLLEY in the afternoon, was in position west of RIBERA and 
registered. Combat Team 505 was assembled just northeast of RIBERA; and Combat 
Team 39 at SICULIANA, , (2) An advance of 25 miles: had been made and 500 prisoners 
taken at a cost of 7 casualties, í 


Substantially, all the circumstances of the advance on the 19th, the promptness 
and rapidity of it, the token resistance and voluntary surrender of isolated Sosy 
SE were repeated on the 20th, with a few minor A : 


San 04,50 cs 20th, the Division Saved o Zomme, Team 504 vie Corps order to . 
proceed at 0600 to the next phase line, The advance began on schedule, and leading | 
elements entered SCIACCA at 0925, but the preparation of a difficult by-pass 
around a demolished bridge on. the.western outskirts of SCIACCa and the. removal of X 
mines in that vicinity so delayed the main body that it did. not pass through the 
city until about noon. There the 2d Battalion, then leading, was turned north on 
the SAN MARGHERITA Road with TUMMINELLO asthe night's objective, and Combat Team 
504 (-2d Battalion) continued west on Highway 115 toward MENFI, which was entered 
at 1800. By nightfall the 2d Battalion reached a point about 8 miles north of 
SCIACCA. Both sides were somewhat delayed during the afternoon by small minefields 
in road-beds, and the lst Battalion, 504th, leading from SCIACCA to MENFI, was 
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fired on briefly by a battery of 75mm guns, which were quickly captured. 


Combat Team 505 had spent the day securing the right flank and rear by pat- 
rolling the roads north from RIBERA, Batteries of the 37Sth, 3lth and 62d Field 
Artillery (22) had been called into action briefly on enemy batteries, pillboxes, 
and personnel east of SCTACCA; and the 307th airbcene Engineer Battalion had pre- 
pared the by-pass at SCIACCA, and removed the mine-fields on three sides of the 
city. = D 


The advance during the day was 15-20 miles; the number of prisoners taken ap- 
proximately 1,000; and our own casualties, two. (23) North of SCIACCA was dis- 
covered an abandoned German bivouac area and anti-aircraft position, and a large 
Italian quartermaster dump, 


The order of the day, July 21, was to proceed to and secure a line on the 
BELLICE River in the Division's zone, there to protect the right flank of the 2d 
Armored Division as it moved north along the west bank of the BELLICE to FALERNMD. 


The 2d Battalion, 504th, which had stopped about five miles short of TUMMI- 
NELLO the night before, resumed its advance the morning of the 21st and reached 
TUMMINELLO at 0800, The enemy. prepared at this point in a strong natural posi- 
tion, resisted with the fire of a battery of "EI guus, two 90I guns and small 
arms for a period of 15-30 minutes, killing 6 and wounding 8 men cf Company F. 

But by 0830, as soon as a flanking party anvroached the position, it was captured 
with all its personnel and equipment. Two abandoned light Renault tanks, apparent. 
ly in good condition, were discovered by the Division Reconnaissance Platoon nortk 
of TUMMINELLO. i 


The responsibility for continuing the advance from this point to the BELLICE 
had been assigned Combat Tcam 505. With the 2d Battalion leading, it had set out 
at 0300 from a bivouac area one mile east of DO Let, and it marched continuously 
that day without food or resupply of water until the objective vas attained- a 
distance of 23 miles, The 2d Battalion passed through tac 2d Battalion, 504th, at 
TUMMINELIO at 0930: occupied SaN MARGHERITA at 1140: and was organizing its posi- 
tions on tho BELLICE at 1500. Connany I was diverted eastward at SAN MARGHERITA tc 
occupy SAMBUCA, and one platoon of Company G, westward to occupy LONTZVaGO, In 
carrying out this last mission, the platoon came under very brief machine gun fire; 
but except for this and the engagement at TUMMINELLO no resistance was encountered 
by the Division throughout the day; nor was any contact whatsoever established 
north of SAN MARGHURITA, 2t 1350 the Combat Tean 505 occupied the SCIACBA Airdrome 
about ten miles north of the city, where it captured 175 peisoners and teok posses- 
Sion of 30 airplanes and several fiel picces, nost of which were badly damaged. 


At the end of the day the 2a Battalion, 50th, was occupying SAMBUCA; the 2d 
and 3d Battalions, 5055k, were protesting the highway bridges over the BELLICE 
near MONTEVAGO and north of SAN MARGHERITA, and securing the general area to the 
north and northwest; the Ist Battalion, 505th, was established just north of SAN 
MARGHERITA: and Combat Tear 504 vas being moved into the same area from MEN IL. 

The Reconnaissance Platoon had entered SALAPARUTA and GIBELLINA without res istance, 
and tno Pivision wasprepaved to move on an hour's notice either in support of the 
2a armored Division's PALZRAD ar ive, or to the westward extremity of the island. 


The day's advance had nettcd 15 miles at a cost of ll casualties. 1515 
Prisoners had been taken and much stores and equipment in addition to that already 
ment ionod, f 


The Division being in Corps reserve, the sane positions vere maintaincd 


throughout the 22nd, with no aci ivity except uneventful patrolling to the north and 1 
east, (24) but all preparations were made for immediate resumption of the advance., 


Corps orders were received at 0830 July 23 to "move without delay to seize 
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TRAPANI and the above-mentioned bd portion.of SICILY, (that west of line CASTEL- 
LaMARE--MAZZA4RA)," and fce that purpose attaching to the Division, Task Force X, 
consisting of Combat Team 39, the ab Field srgillery Battalion, and the lst, 3d, 
and 4th Reconnaissance Battalions. 

Task Force X, which was — 1e 5 CASTEL: TETAANO and MAZZARA. was 
ordered north along tke coast road from MázZaáHa to seize MARSALA, and north from 
there to a point about six miles south of TRAZANI, Do pat Team 505, with the 376t: 
and 34th Field artillery Battalions and the 2Cth Engineer Battalion, was to be 
moved. by truck to TRAPANI: and Combat Team 504, using the same vehicles, shuttled 
back from TRAPANI to om M RGIGRITs, was to bo noved to CaSTELLaMMaRE and ALCANO. 


Tho 34 Battalion, Re departed MONTEV.GO at 1136, procecded by way of 
FARTANNA, SANDA NINFA and SALELI to Highway 113, and thenco west toward TRAFANI. 
All along the route, Which west of SaNTa NIWA had been traversed by no other 
Allied troops, tho local population competed with each other in their expressions 
of good vill. In the towns the rosds were lined with people who not only shouted 
their approval and showed in one place a preperod sign: "Welcome Liberators", but 
who also shovered the vehicles with fruit, bread anc chocolate, much of which had 
been pilfered from abandoned Italian military stores, 


In spite of these popular greetings, at about 1600 hours when shortly east of 


TRABNI, the Division encouan:ored a strong position defense, On the outskirts of 
the city the reccnnaisserss vehisles found voad blocks and mine fields ana immedia- 


tely thereafter were mot with machine gun fire, By tho time the advance guard had,- 


fanned out to return tae five effectively, the enemy here began an artillery bar- 
rage from the mountain north of the city and a hill southrest of it onto the high- 
way, Which he maintained almost constantly for 2-3 hows, (25) The 34th and 
376th Field artillery Battalions and the 89d Cheniaal (4.2 Mortar) Battalion re- 
turned the fire; and the 3d Bettalion, 505%h. advanced on the gun positions, which 
surrendered before dork. Jn spite of this impressive artillery duel, the only 
Division casualty of the afternoon was a bazooka operator who sustained a burn fra 
his. own weapon. : 


a treaty of surrender was immediately dictated by General Ridgway to Admiral 
Manfredi, Commander of the TRAPANI district, requiring cessation of resistance, 
preservation of stores, and the posting of a guard on all military and naval pro- 
perty, In addition to Admiral Manfredi, Brigadier General Antonio Sodero, who was 
to have succeeded the miral in the command of the district, and 2639 other pri- 
soners were taken during the evening of the 23d and the day of the 24th, in and 
around the city of TRAPANI. an uncounted amount of guns and other military and 
naval material and stores were'also taken, 

During the afternoon of the 23d, Colonel Tucker and a reconnaissance POENI 
from Combat Team 504 entered CaSTELLAMARE, and the main body followed the next day 
on the return of the transportation from TRAPANI, On the morning of the 24th 
Combat Team 504 proceeded to the occupation of oh: and Company A and the 2d 
Battalion, 505th, to that of SAN VITO; and 505th ere els contacted .Task Force X 
patrols at PACECO; all without enemy resistarce., . Meanwhile Task Force X had oc- 


cupied Ma Den (25a), and had taken 6656 prisoners in the TUE TRAD- ERO La 
area. 


Nothing remined but to poliec the occupiod area and garrison it against the 
possibility of enemy covnierattack, assemble captured stores, and gather in stragg- 
ling prisoners; but this was to be the work of many Gays. Prisoners were still be- 
ing picked. up and drifting in from isolated.outposts weeks later (26). inemy bar- 
racks and stores, whioh were being looted even as the Division entered the area, 
were first put under guard and the food stores leter appropriated to feed prisoners 
Among the food stores taken, ere 28,000 hard rations from one warehouse, 700 pounds 
of beef, 2,000 pounds of sugar, 500 pounds coffee, cand 400 gallons of tamto paste. 
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(27) Of the vehicles taken, 62 were in suitable condition to use (28). Weapons 
and ammunition were dumped, and passedthrough the proper or&nance channels. i 


The EGADI ISLANDS-FaVICNaN., LEVANZO, and MiRETTIO situated 10-20 miles 
off TRAPANI, which had been out of communication with the mainland since the 
23d, surrendered July 29th to Captain Richard Gerard of tne G-3 Section and lst 
Lieutenant Louis P. Testa, PeWə Le who apprcached FAVIGNANA in a sail boat and 
negotiatcd the surrender with Lieutenant Colonel Silvio Serralunga., The popu- 
lation of the Islands is about 6000; their sarrison was nearly 1000. 


In each of the two phases of its participation in the SICILIAN CaMPAIGN th 
Division had served effectively. In the first, it was prevented from achieving 
its specifically assigned mission; but at the cost of many casualties (29) it . 
engaged elements of the Hermann Goering, 15th anzer, 4th Livorno and 54th 
Napoli Divisions, and of the 206th Coastal Division. jor General J. M. Swing. 
Commanding General, llth Airborne Division and airborne advisor to General 
Eisenhower, declared that the vork of the airborne troops advanced the progress 
of the beach assault by two days, 


In the second phase, both the opposition and the Division's own casualties 
were incomparably lighter, The only elements cf divisicnal strength encoun- 
tered were the 2020. 707th, and 208 Coastal Divisions. aithcugh there were a 
large number of sunooriing units. The Uivision icsy one officer and six men 
killed, and sixteen men voundod. In five days of cempaigning during the course 
of this phase, it advanead more than cne hundred miles tnrcugh enemy territory, 
and took prisoner or occupied the territory in which it later rounded up a tota: 
of 23,191 officers and men, 


In recognition cf this service General Ridgway received the following let- 
ter from Major General Geoffrey Keyes, commanding the zrovisional Corps, of 
which the 82d airborne Pivision had served as a part: 


SEVENTH UNITED STATES ARMY 
HEADGULRTERS FROVISIONaL COR iS 
ais, 758 


2h July 1943: 


Major General M B. Ridgway 
Commanding 82d airborne Division 
A, Bt, 469. 


My dear Gencral Ridgway ; 


with the remarkably rapid and successful. conclusion. of the mission 
assigned the Provisional Cerps of tbe Seventh Anmy in. the operation to capture 
Iadermo and the Western portion. of the island of Sicily, I wish to express to — 
you and your splendid division, together with the attached units, my admiration  . 
fq feats accomplished, 


The rapid assembly and organization of your force of mixed units, and 
their more rapid advanee on each objective to include the important city and 
locality of Trapani, reflects great creGit upon you, your staff and your men. 

It is an honor fov» me to be privileged to ccrmand the Provisional Corps 
composed of such fine divisions ard it is with extreme regret that I learn that 
the 82nd is to be wi tiiraxn for other importat :missions. 
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With best wishes to you and your commmdfor continued success, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 


/s/ Geoffrey Keyes 
GEOFFREY EKG YES 
Major General, U.S.4., 
Comandi ng 


FOCTHOTES 


(1) Bn. C. 0. 's of the 505th Prcht. Inf. were: lst Bn.--Lt. Col. 
Arthur Gorham; 2nd Bng--lLhjor Mark Alexander; 3rd Bn.--1h jor Edward C, Krause. 


(2) Bn. 0. O. 's were: Ist Bn.--Lt, Col. warren Williams; 2nd Bm,-- ` 
Lto Col. william Yavbcrough. 


(3) Db. Lovie Teste. Bit Officer. 


(4) The difficulty of navigating and controlling the planes as a 
group was revealec by tho fact that Gen. Taylor could get and send to Gen. 
Ridgway the following: "Incaaplete information from Wing indicated all drops 
approximately on DZ except 2nd Bn 505 which is west of Gela...". 


(5) At 110815 Seventh Army sent the following message to the II Corps 
and the 45th, lst, 3rd, and 2nd arm'd Divisions: "Notify all units especially 
áh that parachutists 824 Airborne Division will drop at about 2330 tonight. 
July lI-1l2 on Ferello Landing Field." 


(6) lst Lt. Ze C. Intcavage, Co. F, 504th rzrcht. Inf., declared two 
of His men were Killed when they gave the wrong password. 


(T) The personnel in these 8 planes vere from the following units: 
2 plones--Hq. Co., 504th; 1 plane, Co..F, 504th; 2 planes, Btry C, 376th; 2 
planes, Btry. D, 376th; l plane, Eg. Btry., Div arty. 

(8) Rec'à 121237. "TuX from Force lll to Seventh army, TOC, 824 Air- 
borne Division. View of unfortunate incident last night no further repeat 
no further movement by air except assault will take place." 

(9) Pvt. Keith K, Scott, lst Bn. Hae Co., 504th Echt. Infa, was a 
member of the Second Lift; put as the experiences of many of the members of the 
Second Lift were identical in nature to thase of the First, they will be re- 
lated here without discrimination. : 

(10) lst Lt. Richard Mills, lst Bn. Hq. Coe, 504th. 

(11) Co. A, 505th ircht.Inf, 

Cie) Capt. Carl n. Comstock, led. Det., 505th Prcht. Inf. 

(13) 1st Lt. Dean McCandless, He. Co. lst Bn. » 505th Prcht. Inf. 


(14) Hg. Co. Ist Bn., 505th Prett, Inf, 
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(15) Has Co. Let Bn., 505th Preht. Inf. 


D $ 
(16) Pfc Shelby R. Hord, Co. H, 504th Prcht Inf, 
(17) Pvt. Thomas E. Lane, Oo. H, 504th Prcht. Inf, 
(18) The strength and casualties o? each 1 during the entire } 
campaign is shom in a table printed at a late tage of this history. 
Casualties later in the campaisn were so extremely light that t n in this 
table give a fair picture of lessons in the first alled i RILLA UTARZEPARE. 


(19) The Comaand Pay rty broucht on the MONROVIA one 3/4 toa Command and 
Reconnaissance Car, four 1/4 ton trucks and, tyo 1/4 ton trailers; and the third 
Lift brought in the plenes ‘ith it twenty-two 1/4 ton trucks, sli-being a part 


of the Division's orsmic transportation. N : : 
(20) A note will be added here to zo he a 8 
available to the Division on its movement from Gela 
the Transportation broucht by the Command Party and 
CT, then situated vest of Ribera, received on July 1¢ 
ton trucks of its organic hà: diues On July 19, Oo, E, 47th QH Truck Dno 
was attached to the Division, making available fo: Piycsis 2-1/2 ton trucks for 
transportation and supzly. From 


ime pe time during the periods of their at- 
tachment, other transportation was obtained from the 62nd l Armored, 34th end 77th 
FA "ns. | 


? 


OQ ct gh c 
CH 


T: of the transportation 
o Trapani. In addition to 

he un ift, the 505th 

th at Licata sichteen 1/4 


ct É 


EE GR 29 and S3rd Chem. En. had been attached Zo the Division July 17. 
The E: FA Bn., the 62nd Armored FA Pn., the lst Bal, TT | FA., and a detachment 
of the 56th Medical En. vere attached July 18th. 


(22) During the day OT 29, lst Bn. 77th FA, the 622d Armd. FA Bn., and the 
3rd Rn. Bn. verc rclicved from attachment to the Division. OT 59 followed CT 
504 into Menfi, whence it advanced on Castelvetrano the next day and occupied it 
at noon, 


(23) 2nd Lt. Vernon Pe Ellis, Co. 
Pvt. George Ce Phillips of the same organi 
near Santa Ninfa, 


» Soe, was killed and 


E 


MR hile removing mines 


(24) On the 21st and 2end, Oo. E, 47 ^W Truck Za. and the 20th wer. ^ Bn. 
were attached to thc Division, ae : 
Lé 


(25) A battery of 
the firing positions wi 
guns was round at another p 
Several salvocs from thc po 
asto the reason for the ina 
except to force a halt and 
his targets at short range. 


was found after $5: surrender S one of 
shell cases nearby; a battery of six 90mm 
sition with about 12 casas; nni a 140mm btry. fired 
ion southwest of the city, CMM is some dispute 
ccuracv of the enemy fire. It vas without ef?ce st, 
deployment, althouch his observation vas perfect aud 


Fn 1 Sp a . ERI . : 
(26) 3ce tke accompanying table for s TEN Cay count on the registration 
of prisoners. 


IF WER BER EE ni } : 
i xe Jn'til Gs Occupation of Tpapent, the fare had been extre: "elo limited 
in kind, and even that obtained only by tho grost.st effort-—-the morning's 
rations often not arriving until late in the evening, ` 


mu n JE 

frior to the reorcanization of the D vision, wombergs of the first two lifts 
had only ons K and one D ration plus they could forage, or what was given 
some individuals bv membe At Cela 
ne individuals by members At Cela, : fortunately, O rations wore 
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obtained, and C and K Rations constituted the sole fare from there to Trapani. 
Thereafter, U Rations were cbtained, and supplemented by captured supplies. 


(28) Gee the accompanying table for a list of vehicles captured and 
their assignment to units, 


(29) See table below. 


LIST OF IRISONERS 


The number of prisoners, officers and men, taken day by day during the 
western campaign and rounded up from the Trapani and nearby garrisons dur ing 
the three successive days were as follows: 


DATE NO. FRISOMERS 
July 19 848 
20 745 
el 21515 
22 19 
2 898 
2 1741 
FASS 3268 
20 2251 


moral = = lL. 26 


The number rounied up during the period July 27--sugust 15, in the course 
of a general recono»2issonoe of western Sicily, were 83 officers and 4127 en- 
listed men, or a toal of £210. adding this to tne sum of the figures above, 
it is shæn that a enn total cf 15,475 prisoners were taken during the cam- 
paign, by organic elements of the Division alone. 


CASTURED VEHICLES 


List of captured motor vehicles, and their distribution to units: 


Unit ` MC 1/14---3/1 l--1 172 2225 Amb, Total 
307 Engra Zen 2 7 12 
Hq 日 Co 4 2 2 
MP Plat. 1 l 2 
782d Ord i 3 à 5 
505 CT 6 3 3 3 2 Wy 
504 CT 15 ue t L I x 2l 
Total 26 12 9 12 3 62 
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SECTION 2: 505th E Parachute. infantry Reports 


HEADQUARTERS 505TH E RACHUTE INFANT 
As Ps 0. 8469, UW Ou MY, 


IN FIELD 
august 14, 1943 


SUBJECT: AIRBORNE acSaULT OFfEZPATIONS, 


TOS Commanding General, Dä sirborne Division. 


I. GENERAL: 


1. All units departed from take-off airdromes in North Africa in ae $ 
dance with plane scheduled.. : 


2. The Headquarters and Command Serial dropped approximately ten miles 
South of VITTORIA, 30 miles from its assigned Drop Zone. Small, groups of 
fighters were œ ganized during the night, and at daylight, enemy strong-points 
and pill-boxes vere attacked wherever found. Some small groups wcrked South 
to the beaches and rendered direct assistance in the landing of the 45th 
Divisio. One group consisting of the Combat Team Commander, Colonel GAVIN; 
the S-3, Major VANDERVOORT;, the Adjutant, Captain IRSLAID, and three enlisted 
men captured one prisoner who later escaped. They then moved west, and aftcr 
a brief engagement in which one parachutist was killed, and four casualties . 
inflicted on the enemy, succeeded in joining the 45th Division at O240, D plus 
one, at Which time the reorganization of the Combat Team was initiated by the 
Combat Team Commander, A group of approximately. forty ren of the Headquarters 
Serial, under the command of Headquarters Commandant (Lt, H. He SwIGLER),, 
occupied high key terrain commanding the main road net leading inland from tle 
45th Division. This group destroyed one armored vehicle which was attempting 
to move to the beach und prevented the retirement of the enemy forces inland 
from the beach after the assault hed been begun by the 45th Division. They 
captured five officers and ninety-six men who were attempting to retire inland 
frem the beach defense. also, it reduced several pill-boxes and captured a 
large amount of enemy materiel, including machine guns. Three parachute en- 
listed men were killed in the action of this group. This group rejoined the 
Combat Team on D plus one (11 July), in tiae to participate in the-attack.on. -. 
enemy positions om EIAZZO RIDGE. 


3. The First Battalion Serial landed approximately four miles South of 
NISCEMI, and was immediately engaged by the enemy. Captain SAYRE and forty- 
five men attacked and captured an Italian garrison, taking twenty-two peisonerSe 
During this attack four parachutists were killed. An advance vas continued 
until the FIRST DIVISION was joined. Upon joining the Second Battalion, 16TH 
INFANTRY, the attack was resumed with them, The enemy counter-attacked vith 
tanks at 1130, causing a withdrawal of some of twe troops wrticipating, The 
parachute troops held their ground F succeded in knocking out several of the 
attacking tanks. Lt. Colonel ARTHUR F. Guatici personally manned an anti-tank 
launcher in this defense and knocked B a tansk before he was killed. The 
attack was later resumed and the First Battalion ‘continued to fight with the 
16TH INFANTRY until relieved to join its own Combat Team. A portion of the 
First Battalion Serial landed approximately fifty miles East of GELA, occupied 
and held the town of NOTO, «a detackzent of twelwe men assisted in the capture 
of RAGUSA。 Further estimate of their combat activities is not known at pre- 
Sent. Major WINTON, The Battalion Executive Officer; was outstanding in 
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assisting the organization of tho Battalion is under fire, refusing to be 
evacuated despite a wrenched knee received om landing, 


4. The Second Datislion Serial landed South of RAGUSA. approximately 
forty kiloneters from tne scheduied Drop Zone. At. the tine of the jump the 
entire serial was being harrasscd by small arms fire, several men being kille 
in their chutes, fumediately upon landing, reorganization was started, With 
the aid of patrols searching for small isolated groups the complete Serial was 
intact by 1200 hour, D day. At 0900 on D day, the Eattalion began to clean up 
the strong-point anc the area near ©. CROCE-CAMERINA. During this action, two 
officers and six enlisted men were killed, Forty-five Italians, a quantity 
of small arms and anmunitioi were captured. As Soon as this strong concen- 
tration had been cormpietely wiped out, the -battalion worked toward the South 
and set up a defensive position on the outskirts of S. CROCE-CAMERINA over- 
looking the sea, WEI Company, acting as an advance guard in this action, en- 
countered fire from tho city, They immediately went into an organized attack. 
The city was taken after a shart but herd fight. The company captured 1444 
Italians, one 47mm anti-tank gun, 12,600 rounds of machine gun axmunition, 330 
grenades and enough rifles and carbines and equipment to equip an Italian 
Battalion. This Battalion also captured a strongly held point East of S. 
CROCE-C4MERINA, The Battalion was under the canmand cf Major ALZXANDBR. July 

. ll wes spent in more complete reorganization, and contact was made with 
Regimental Headquarters. The evening of the llth they left the area,, marched 
through C..MERINA PasS, and care in contact with men cf the 45th Division, out-. 
side of the town aleng the coast, They mssed through VITTORIA and moved into 
bivouac about 1500 hour on the 12th, joining the rest of the 505th Combat Tear: 


5. Whe Third Battelion Serial, upon approaching the coast to turn inland 
over its Drop Zone. was burned by the air Corps out bo soa again, less "I" 
Companye "I" Company, less one plor2, lended on its Drop Zone and fully 
accomplished its missicn in addition to reducing pill-boxes and a blockhouse, 
and taking prisonors. Tha remainder of the 3rd Battalion Serial, on its 
Second pass was dropped at 0025. well scattered in an area about 3 1/2 niles 
Southeast of 4C..TE RIVER.  bighty-five men of "G" Company were assembled withir 
an hour, under their Company Ccrmander. and with little resistance reached a 
point of high ground where the coastal highvay crosses the ACATE RIVER, Forty- 
five men of the Serial uer Lt. WILLIS joined forward elements of the 180TH 
INFANTRY and were exployed as assault troops, and succeeded in reducing strong 
ener positions in front of tho 45th Division, Lt. «ILLIS and two men were 
kiiled.. Sixty men of the Serial vith the aid of three guns, "C" Battery, 
456th field artillery, were the first troops into VITTORIa,. They reduced an 
Italian gerrison, approximately eight prisopa s were taken besides numerous 
vehicles, small arms, and other stores. In this action Lt, EARHIS was cap- 
tured and held prisoner in the Italian curatel for a period of several hours, 
During this tine he succcedol in convincing the defenders of the ineffectiveness 
of their defense and their inability to cope Vit the advancing troops of the 
45th Division. As a result of this, the Italian Commanding Officer raised the 
white flag and surrendered approximately cighty men and numerous small arms 
and other Stores, After local night fighting an? patrolling the remainder of 
the 3rd Battalion Serial was assernbled and reorganized and equipment gathered 
during the hours of daylight on. D day. Efforts tto nake cof act with the rest 
of Une 505th Combat Team were made to no Avail. àt 1900 hour, D day, the 

i Serial Commander with 180 men and d ficers, set cut toward VITTORI. for the 
purpose of orientation. Upon reaching tho GEL.-WITTORIa highway, about five 
miles Northeast of VITTORL:, the unit was halted,. Colonel GAVIN appeared in 
the area about 0600, D plus onc, and oreered the unit to move toward GELA» 
They then participated in the action on BL.ZZO RIDGE. ' : 

6. 
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was forced down in North Africa, and took off alone later on. They jumped at — 
0022, July 10, and landed six kilometers South of COMISO, There they assembled: 
and started in a southerly direction at 0400. They traveled three kilometers 
and encountered shell fire fron the sea and dug ine They met a group fron tle 
3rd Battalion, going North, and joined them and travelled until 1400. They 
left the 3rd Battalion and headed West where they ret the 180TH INFANTRY and 
dug in for the night along highway 115 at a point about five miles Northwest of. 
VITTRIA. The Combat Team Commander moved the ren fron that point at 0600, 
July ll, and they were joined by "G" Company, 505th Erachute Infantry, They 
started fighting under Major HAGAN at 1030, in which engagenent Lt. WEXLER: ` 

and several enlisted men were wounded. They remained under the 3rd Battalion 
until rejoining the Engineer Company at 1930, July ll. The second and third 
planeloads, first platoon, Company "B", 307th Engineers, landed at 0025, July 
10, fifteen miles Northeast of Drop Zone. Assembling on the ground, one plane 
load from Company "A", 505th Parachute Infantry, was ret and forces joined. 
From time of assembly until 0430, a search was made for the assigned Drop Zone 
and accomplishment of their mission. During the search, telegraph and tele- 
phone wires were cut, but they were unable to locate themselves, in relation 

to the Drop Zone. It was decided to dig in at a crossroad and wait for morning. 
At 0530, a German motorcycle containing three passengers pulled up to the R 
crossroads and stopped, The passengers were killed. Another motorcycle 
arrived 15 minutes later and was likewise caught under fire and the occupants 
killed. The men were then assembled and moved out in the general direction of 
the Drop Zore. Five of this group were separated when they went to pick up 

two equipment chutes which were spotted a half mile away, The remainder con- 
tinued on and took up a position on ground commanding the two valleys, Here 
contaet was made with elements of "G" Company, 505tn Parachute Infantry, and 
defensive positions were set up. During the afternoon, 2nd Battalion, 180TH 
INFANTRY, 45th Division arrived at the hill. The men from "B" Company, 307th 
Engineers, and men from "A" Company. 505th Farachute Infantry attached them- 
selves to 2nd Battalion, 180TH INFANTRY, and remained with them for three 
nights and two days, During this period of time additional parachutists 
drifted in and became wrt of their organization. On the 13th, contact was 
made through patrols with the 505th Combat Team Headquarters and a march was 
made to that position, where they again came under control of their Company 
Cormander. 


P The second and third platoons jumped at 0025 on July 10, 
approximately five kilometers South of COGMISO。  Platoons were ordered to 
assemble and move toward objective. The Company Commander and one sergeant 
left Drop Zor immediately and proceeded Northwest, assembling all men en- 
countered. They joined Lt. S.INGLGR and a group of Headquarters personnel 
at dawn, about four miles Northwest of the Drop Zone. Leaving the bulk of the 
men at a farmhouse, Captain JOHNSON and eight men went on patrol, where they 
encountered opposition consisting of three pill-boxes at a crossroads. During 
the encounter with the pill-boxes they wrecked a German personnel carrier, 
towing a tank. One German was killed and three were captured. after also 
killing a German motorcyclist and a dispatch carrier, the eight men were 
forced to retire by three tanks. One man was wounded during the encounter. 
They withdrew to a position in a field and gathered the remainder of their 
forces which had been left under Lt. SiINGLER, The group set upa position 
on top of two small hills, with an all around defense. It was planned to 
move the entire force to the beach that night. .at about 1530 one battery 
of the 288th Italian Field artillery Battalion approached the hill on which 
the defensive position was located. The entire battery was captured, con- 
sisting of four officers and approximately one hundred enlisted ren. They 
then set up prisoner of war straggler posts. They sent out patrols to locate 
a radio with which to contact all their forces at their Drop Zone and did so 
at 2000, July 10, turning their prisoners over to the 45th Division. They 
bivouacked at the Drop Zone until 1700, on July Ll. They joined the 3rd 
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Battalion, 505th Parachute Infa try, for an attack on enenry Northwest of 
VITTORIa. Lt. RIFFLE and three enlisted men were eC and several enlisted 
men Were wounded in this encounter, : 


7e The dctim at BIAZZO RIDCS 


A aoe engagement took place on the BIAZZO RIDGE on the 
VITTORIA-GELA highway about two miles East of the ACATE RIVER on D pius ones 
This affair, judging by the intensity of the fighting and the results 
accomplished, aprears to be the only engagement of magnitude participated in 
by the Combat Team during the landings. 


@e At 0600 the morning of D plus one the Combat Team Commander and 
$-3 proceeded West on the GELA road from VITTORIA to obtain control of any 
parachute troops that might be found, determine what, if any, enemy troops 
were between VITTORIA and GELA, and move all available parachute troops ‘lest 
to join the lst Division as per plan. About two hundred men of the gra 
Battalion under the commend of Major KRAUS were located near the road about 
eight to ten miles West of VITTORIA, about two miles “est of their bivouac 
a group of forty men of "L" Company, 180TH INFANTRY and twenty parachitists 
were found. At this point individual soldiers stopped the Combat Team 
Gonmander and informed him that enemy troops were to the west and astride 
the road. Continued questioning of those who professed to know the enemy 
Situation failed to disclose any eg information of his location, 
Strength or dispositions. 


b. The Commanding Officer and S-3 continued Vest to the railroad 

Station about one mile East of BIAZZO RIDGE where a point reconnaissance was 
"mede. At this point a German Officer and private suddenly came around the 
corner in a motorcycle and were captured. They made no effort to resist 
, capture and appeared to be quite disgusted with the lack of resistance being 
"offered by the Italian troops, but refused to give any information regarding 
their own troops. The twenty nearby parachutists: under the command of Lt. 
WEALAR were ordered forward at once and the Gombat Team 5-3 was sent to the 
rear to bring i&jor KRAUS and his men and to go to the 45th Division Command 
fost. Here fe was to send a message to tle lst Division and the 824 Division 
informing them of the Combat Team plan to advance West along the GELA highway. 


Ge The twenty parachutists under the command of Lt. WHXLAR ar- 
rived promptly and after being given the gituation were moved in the direction. 
of BIAZZO RIDGE. They were ordercd to proceed west to the aCaTE RIVER and 
were accompanied by the Combat Tecn Commanding Officer. Several hundred yards 
Short of the Ridge they came under small arrs fiwe Gaming from the Ridge. 

They continued to advance driving the enemy to tihe West. Upon reaching the 
top of the Ridge they met intense small arms and mortar fire that stopped 

their advance. Here they were ordered to RE in and hold until the arrival 
of the Battalion. : i ; : 


de At approximately I000 the K Batte:lion group, consisting of 
about 200 men, arrived at the railroad station umder the command of ia jOr 
HAGAN. The Combat Team Commanding Officer outlimed the situation ta Major 
HAGAN and directed him to proceed West along the GELa Road to the ACTE RIVER, 
here to reorganize and move forward on Combut Temm order, Rolls were dropped, 
ordérs issued, ard the battalion moved out, Hy tthis time it was established 
thr ough contact with the I80TH IMPaNTRY that the regiment was held up on a 
, lire generally parallel to the GELA highvey sid South of that road. They had 
been unable to advance. Upon the departure of tihe battalion a small combat 
team reserve of about Ke squads was made up. Later in the day the forty 
men from "L" Company, 180 Se eee GE thiss unit.. 
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8. The attack of the 3d_Pattelion continued west with sone losses from 
small arms fire until about noon. At tnis time it had advanced about one nile 
Only German troops were encountered and a number were wounded, killed and cap- 
tured early in the fight. From there it was determined that the eneny Í ore 


consisted of one buttwlion of the Herman Goering Division. m evidently 
Within supporting distance of another battalion ani a large number of 


JJ 
About noon the Germans counterattecked with tanks inflicting heavy losses on 
cur attacking infantry. Major Hagan was wounded and evacuated and Major rause 
who had arrived tock comand of the battalion. Orders were issued by the Combat 
Tean Commarding Officer to the reserve to dig in on BiaZ250 RIDGE. 5 appeared 
evident that the Rid 


ge dominated US Brea nm es AGATE River and ViiTORElA 
and its loss would seriously jeopar the 45th Division, I$ 
@ 


D 


ai 
was decided tc hold the Rid cS entered the defense 
to destroy the infantry ace ite loss cf equipment 
during tho drop there were feu r nt, By noon one Cora 
howitzer had arrived, about an hou arrived and by the end of the 
day there were three present, 


JE 
oY 
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f. Shortly after noon Captain Treland of the Combat Team Staff was 
sent up as liaison party for a Lien ettalion and a Navy 5 inch liaison party, 
They did splendid work and about three o'clock wore firing upon the knoun German 
assembly areas and positions. By this tine all of the launchers except three 
had teen destroyed and the tanks were within 50 yards of the Combat Tean Command 
Fost. The 45th Division also sent up tuo 57mm anti-tank guns, One 75mm gun 
fron the 56th Field artillery Battalion en c and destroyed one of the at- 
tacking tanks, The attacking forces withcrew and appeared to te regrouping and 
reorganizing about 1000 yards to a mile in front of the ridge. 


g Information was received at 1800 that Regimental Headquarters Com- 
pany, 505th Marac hute 人 under the comand of Licutenant Svingler, with 
some Engineers of "B" Company, had been located and would arrive by 2000. at 
about the same time a company of tarks (11) arrived, Orders wore then issusd 
for a counter-attack to be made at 8:30 (2020) employing Regimental Headquarters 
E: E the available engineers and the oS o supported by all availabie 

artillery fire. The mission given the attacking i force was to attack and Gestrcy 
Pd E Den to the front, advancing "mue p permit evacuation of our dead 
and wounded, and then to organize a further defense around 3TAZ2A RIDGE. 


he The attack jumped off at about 8:45. Very heavy mortar and artil- 
lery fire was brought to besr on the attacking troops and on the Ridge. Tne at- 
tack was continued through the sneny position, inflicting heavy losses in men 
and equipment upon hin.  Tweaty-tuo dood bodies and Gem uounded were recovered, 
The Germans witlürew in apparent confusion, leaving many dead and wounded and 
considerable equipment of «ll tyres. Four tanks were beli eves to have been 
knocked qut, although 211 but, one were recovered by the Germans during the night. 


i. The following day, the dead were buric and those not yet found re- 
moved. 2 rom the battlefield. All abandoned enemy equipment was taken up. 
losses were forty-three killed and 100 wounded, No equipment was lost. 
losses SE on the bettiefield amounted to about fifty killed, Fifvy pri- 
soners were taken, all German. Two armored cars were e out, tuelvod six- 
inch Russian nortars captured, besides many m chine guns, stell arms, vehicles 
and armunition dumps. aA calibre .50 gun CrON of Batvery Ka Ié Field artil- 
lery, is credited with knocking down three LE 109's which strafed and bombed our 
mo on the Ridge. The Battalion Cormanding Officer confirms the fact that 
one was shot down. 


à 


je One section of 


A 


Battery "C", 456th Ficld Artillery, under coumand of 
Lieutenant Loren and Sergeant 


homas, particuls rly distinguished themselves 
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"by taking positions in the open at the top of BIAAZO RIDGE and engaging 
openly tanks in range. Despite small armas Tire of all types and four rounds 
of direct fire fron an 88mm cannon on a Mark VI tank which the gun disarled, 
this crew hold their gun in position even after members of the crew were 
knocked down by shell concussion. ‘They succecded in delaying the tanks in 
the attack until sufficient reinforcements arrived to permit continuation of 
the attack. 

"Uk. (Third Battalion Medical Section under Captain MeHlroy, and ele- 
ments of the Regimental aid Gtation under the Regimental Surgeon, Captain 
Smith, ahd the Assistant Regimental ourgeon, Lieutenant Suer, were outstand- 
ing in their intense and devoted performance of their first aid tasks under 
fire of all types. Wounded were removed from the battlefield promptly at ali 
‘times, allowing the naxiaum number of combit troops to be kept in the engage- 
nente € ; A 


/s/t/ JaMEO Ii. GAVIN, 
e Colonel, Infantry, 
Congaand ing. 
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; THE FLAN 


The planning for this unit's port of the "HUSKY" Operation began in the 
middle of May. 1943 while it was stationed at OUJDA, FRENCH MOROCCO. The 
82à Airborne Division was given the mission of securing the amphibious land- 
ing of the lst Division in SICILY by establishing an airborne br idge head . 
The lst Division was to. land between GELA:anà SCOGLITTI at 0255 hours on July 

E loth, 1942. The greatest. threat to the success of this landing was a German 
-Panzer Division concentrated near CALTAGIROE, a small town about i5 miles 
inland. ey St RAT 5 ans 
f ba: j SI 

It was determined that the best method df accomplishing this mission was 
to drop a parachute combat team to seize and hold the road net and surround- 
ing terrain running from CALTAGIRONE to the sca. The object was to prevent 
the enemy fron intercepting the landing of the lst Infantry Division, The 
center of this defense was to be the intersection where the minor road run- 

ning south from.CAITAGIRONE met tho main coast road running between GELA and 
key VITTORIA, S i 7 j 


eG ^ 


.The combat. team was made up:to include the 505th Parachute Infantry, the 
3d Battalion of the 504th rorachute Infantry, the 456th Field Artillery, ond 
Company "B! of the 307th Airborne Engineers, The time sct for thc drep vas 
2346 hours on July 9th, 1943. ° -! 


With the mission assigned, a training progran was drawn up for specia- 
lized work to be done during the period prior to the Juan to better prepare- 
us for the fight to conc, This sehodule provided for both day and night 

zr- training in all necessary basic subjects such as bayonet fighting, scouting 
‘and patrolling, and hand to hand fighting. «ac the period progressed, small 
‘unit tacties were reviewed with emphasis pli.ced on setting up defensive posi- 
tions at night. Ranges were made available for final zeroing of all weapons. 


The reginental plans and treining section developed a standard plane 
loading plan for both oquipnent ond porsounel which was tried and accepted, 
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Battalion combat teams were organized and began training as such. Each one 
executed a practice parachute jump with their full combat loads, stressing the 
method of assembly ard the tactics of defense. The entire combet team partici- 
pated ina dry run of the actual operation during the latter pert of June. In 
this problem only junpmasters jumped working from jump patterns already on the 
ground, Sand table replicas of ths operztional terrain were made and studied in 
conjunction with aerial photographs, 


The training area was in the wind swept, dusty valley eight miles north of 
OUJDA, The terrain was generally flat and rocky with little or no vegetation. 
There was some hilly ground to the west and this was utilized as much as pos- 
sible. The temperature wis the greatest training obstacle, often reaching 120 
degrees. 


The first days of July, the combat team moved by plane to the vicinity of 
KAIROUAN, TUNIC Ia.  Lere ech battalion combat team was bivouacked near the air- 
field where its planus vere bused. Tho week just prior to the actual operation 
was spent clearing up supply and administrative details. The operation was 
gone over in more detail with the help of better aerial photographs and maps. 
Equipment and weapons were given the final touches. The air Corps provided 
training in the use of their rubber life rafts and other safety devices. 


The morning of the 9th of July was spent in loading the equipment bundles 
in the para-racks and the drop testing of them. During the afternoon the men 
rested and dressed for conbat. after the evening meal the Company Commanders 
gathered their men around them and gave them fincl instructions and the pass 
word, Everyone, less the rear echelon, then moved by truck to their planes, 
Last minute conferences were held between junpnusters and pilots and the take 
off started at 2020 hours. 


THE AIR CORES ANGLE 


The combat team was flown in the planes of the 524 Wing, which was broken 
down into five serials. The Third Battalion Serial was flown by the 314th 
Group, the 504th Battalion Serial by the 64th Group, the First Battalion Serial 
by the 313th Group, the Headquarters Serial by the 316th Group and the Sccond 
Battalion Seriel by the 61st Group. Exch serial was to fly as an individual 
unit on a definite planned time schedule. The flight plan consisted of a ren- 
dezvous over TUNISIA, then east to the Island of MALTA, then northwest to SICILY 
and along its southern coast to the point east of GELa where cach group turned 
north over the LAGO DI BIVARRE to their drop zones. Here the parachutists were 
to jump when the pilots turned on the eroon jump licht, 


This drop plan however did not nsteriulize for several reasons. A strong 
west wind developed ranging between 20 end jO miles per hour and literally blew 
the planes off their course whereupon the pilots lost their direction. Strong 
anti-aircraft fire was encountered along the coast and at the cross roads in the 
drop area which also drove the planes off the course. as the result the Combat 
Team was spread over an area sixty five miles wide. 


Stone fences, rock piles, and olive trees covered the area in which most 
men landed. A large number consequently were seriously injured on the jump. 
Leg and ankle injuries were the most conos, however ono soldier broke his back 
on landing. The ruggcd nature of the terrain also made the assembly plan more 
difficult. 


THE FIRST FIVE DAYS 


The First Pattalion Serial which was supposed to be dropped just northwest 
of the crossroads above GliLa was well scattered. A group of three hundred ` 3 
twenty were dropped three miles nortlwest of the city of AVOLA on the easter. 
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coast of the Island. Small groups were organized, found their equipment, and 
became involved in several small skirmishes with the Italians, The individual 
groups were assembled at daylight and attacked the town of ANA, after some 
short skirmishes with the enemy, contact was made with the British. This group 
then moved to the outskirts of the city and set up a defensive position, The 
next day was spent in reorganization and the evacuation of the wounded, On 
July 12th this group started marching toward GELA in an effort to rejoin the 
Combat Tear. Upon their arrival in NOTO they reccivod word that the British 
were ordered by Allied Force Headquarters to evacuate all parachutists in that 
area that had been cut off from their unit. This vas done fran embarkation 
points south of aVOLA. While enroute the parachutists acted as guards for 
Prisoners of War who were also being evacuated, Debarkation of this group was 
made at SOUSSE, TUNISIA, and they were then sent overland to KAIWOUAN. Another 
group of this same serial was dropped about two miles northeast of their actual 
drop zone and landed in a well fortified orca. Several skirmishes developed 
immodiately und before the group covld become oriented they were pinned down by 
fire. The next night parts of this group started moving south. On July 11th, 
the main body was attacked by several German tanks. a stiff fight developed 
and the Battalion Commander, Licutenant Colonel Gorham, was killed, arts of 
the 16th Infantry joined this group at this time and. took up the fight with 
anti-tank weapons. On the 13th the Battalion Executive Officer, ia jor "winton, 
assembled the group and awaited the arrival of the Vorbat Team on the 1th. 

Qne plane of this serial searched for their drop zone anc finally returned 
without dropping for lack of gasoline, ¿nother plane dropped their parachut- 
ists near MARINA DI RaGUS.. 


The Third Battalion Serial vas dropped at 0030 hours in botween SCOGLIITI 
and VITTORIA, The nen assembled in small groups and due to the unfamiliar ter- 
roin were unable to orient themselves, The early hours of the morning were 
spent in searching for equipment bundles, A provisional battalion cormand post 
was set up about two miles north of SCOGLITTI at 0345 hours,  Fatrols were sent 
out in an effort to contact the other battalions. «a defensive position was 
organized and the salvage of equipment began, át 1900 hours a group of one 
hundred and sixty men started marching toward VITTORIa leeving a salvage crew 
of twenty men behind, «after marching two miles the Battalion Commander, Major 
Krause, contacted the Regimental Executive Officer who directed the Pattalion 
to bivouae for the night about four niles west of VITTORIA on the GELA Rond. 
Another group of this same Battalion consisting of about sixty men moved west 
during the first night and sot up & defense on & hill elcven miles west of VIT- 
TORIA, Here they remained until they joined the combat team on July 19th. 
Several other small groups contacted the cnemy along tbe road to VITTORI. from 
SCOGLITTI but only small skirmishes developed. Eventually these men found 
their way to Hill 125 where the Combat Team assembled, 


THE BlàZzaI RIDGE BaTTLE 


4t 0615 hours on July llth, the Combat Team Commander ordered the Third 
Battalion group and all others that had assembled to march west on the Gila- 
VITTORIA COAST Road in an effort to reach the assigned defensive area. «bout 
0830 hours at a position approximately eight miles west of VITTORIA the point 
of the column was fired upon, Under commend of the Third Battalion Executive 
Officer the Battalion deployed and moved on to Hill 125 on their right. àl- 
ready on the hill were about twenty porschutists from the airborne engineers. 
The Battalion machine gun platoon was brought forucrd and a section placea on 
each flank, An attack was made immediately cni by 0915 hours the encmy had 
been driven out of the valley to the west. The 8lrm mortar observation post 
then moved forward, and,with a 536 radio, the zortar platoon leader directed ef- 
‘fective fire on enemy positions in buildings 400 yards to the northwest, One 
mortar shell lit on- ton, of what was thougub to be a pillbox and turned out to 
be a tank (Mark VI). . This tank then pulled cut and started down the road to 
the eneny's rear. In a few minutes it returned with three other tanks which 


ae E 
R-E-5. T-R- I-0-T-E- D 


George C Melahn 505th PIR 


R-E.»SeT-R«I-CsT«L-D 


worked their way forward into our positions in the vineyard.  Bazookas were sent 
forward but were unable to place effective fire. Both tanks and ground guns 
then laid down heavy machine gun fire which covered our entire position, At 
. this tire the assistant mortar platoon leader was killed, the executive officer 
seriously wounded. Casualties were increasing. The tanks advanced to the base 
of Hill 125 under cover of the enemy machine gun fire but our lines held on the 
creste The bazookas held their fire until the tanks were within seventy five 
yards and scored two hits, This apparsntly caused the eneny to be uncertain of 
our strength and to withdraw. As one tank turned a direct hit was made on the 
ear of the tank which caused it to catch fire, 


One and one hilf sections of the parachute artillery (75mm howitzer) Pat- 
talion then moved into position behind Hill 125 and delivered fire on the eneny 
positions. One gun was moved to the crest of the hill and then ensued a duel 
of heavy caliber fire in which two enemy tanks. were knocked out. Fire was re- 
quested from the 45th Division artillery and. an observer was brought forward, 

After adjustment by radio, effective fire was placed on enemy positions. 
Tank support was requestcd and it arrived at 1745 hours along with seventy five 
more members of the combat team. An attack was made around sundown in an effort 
to recover our dead and wounded. ‘Company L of the i80th Infantry supported the 
attack from the right flank. 


A request was made through a Navy Liaison Officer for supporting Naval fire, 

The coordinates were radioed in and within three minutes, fire was placed on 
the target without adjustment. It appeared as though the enemy was attempting 
an attack at the same time. 120mm mortar fire covered the hill we held and 
many casualties were inflicted. This was the most harassing fire yet received. 

The tanks completed their mission which was a circuit through the valley to 
our front. Two enemy tanks were knocked out, Our tanks returned to the rear 
in their original position. This attack drove the enemy completely from the 
valley. The wounded were taken to the aid station and equipment lost in the 
valley during the morning was recovered. The position on the hill was then 
consolidated and outposts placed for the night, and so ended the llth of July, 
1943. 


he Second Battalion Serial was dropped in an area about six miles north- 
west of the small town of MANINA DI RaGUsa, Complete assembly was not achieved 
until the noon of the 10th. In the mean time small skirmishes were fought with 
pillboxes and machine gun nests and severol cusualtics resulted. «at 1400 hours, 
the battalion moved out toward tle beach.  Seattercd sniper fire was encountered 
during the march from behind the many stone walls which Goren the country~ 
Side. The Battalion was held up at one point enroute and a Conpany was sent 
around the right to flank the enemy position. This Company ran into an Italian 
Garrison located about a mile north of KRIU DI RaGUSa, The gorrison was com- 
posed of two barracks and six pillboxes which were all taken after a short fire 
fight. In this instance no casualties were sustained. Information was gained 
as the whereabouts of the Combat Team and the Battalion proceeded to march in 
that direction through the ST. CROCE CaMERINA and VITTORIA. The unit reached 
the crossroads six miles west of VITTORIA by the morning of ee twelfth and re- 
joined the Caubat Team, 


The Headquarters Serial (less the demolition section) vas dropped between 
ST. CROCE CAMERINA and VITTORIA, The main body of this serial worked their way 
in small groups toward VITTORIA and cventually to Hill 125. Several skirmishes 
developed involving pillboxes and roadbloeks along the way. The group which was 
supposed to be dropped near the railroad bridge three miles east of GELA was 
dropped oe five miles away, just south o? VYRuc USA on the eastern coast of. 
the Island. They set up 5 defensive position around a highway bridge which the 
British later took over, On July 20th, this, Cemolit ion section was evacuated. Go 
SOUSSE, TUNISIA, from SYR..CUDA, 
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The Third Battalion of the 504th was scattered frem their assigned drop 
zone north and west to NISCEMI, A large number were tsken prisoner by the Ger- 
mans in this area. Small groups formed and sicyly fought their way back to 
their assigned drop zone and dug in awaiting their regiment. 


Company I was dropped on their assigned drop zcne at 2349 hours and pro- 
-ceeded to accomplish their missions. A part of the Company set up a defensive 
position adjacent to their drop zene but no enemy was encountered. One platoon 

of the Company proceeded tc the beach to contact the l6th Infantry but met 
stiff resistance from an Italian garriscn. h petrol reached the west end cf 
the LiGO DI BIVARRE and lit the beacon fire to guide the 16th Infantry on their 

landing. With these missions acccmplished the parts cf the Company withdrew 
to the defensive pcsition and awaited the ^rrival cf the combat team, One 
plane of the Company dropped their lcad near NISCEXI and was then shct dcwn by 
-amti-aircraft fire. This grcup rejoined the Cémpany on July 13th. 


July 12th and 13th were spent in the burial cf the dead and salvaging cf 
enemy and cur own equipment and reorganization. 


THE ROLD TO TRAPANI 


On July Ltb, the Combat Team, after collecting of rema nts, moved to a 
bivouac area five miles east of GEL’. The next three days were spent in the 
care, cleaning, and inspection of Equipment. On July 18th, the Combat Team 
started moving as part of the Division through LICAT to AGRIGENTO, SCIACCA, 

MENFI, and SAN MaRGHERITA . 


On July 23d, the Third Battalion Commander received orders to alert his 
command fcr a movement as advance guard for the Rogimental Combat Toon, At 1000 
hour, orders care io move by truck cn Highway 113 via FARTANTA, SANTA NINFA, 
SALEMI, and CALTAFIMT inte the province and city of TRAPANI, a distance of 45 
miles. The Battalicn entrucked and with attachments crcssod IP at 1170 hour. 
Order of march: "H! Company, "G" Company "Headgvarters" Company, et zd 
83d Chemical Mortar 3attalicn, "I" Company, and Battery "C! habih Parachute 
Field Artillery Battalion. Nine doncl itioniste from Regimental Headquarters 
Company wore attached to Ben dies 8 do ad Tho third Platecn of Company "Bj 

$ 2O0Tth Airborne Enginecrs, was attached to tho point fcr the purposo c? detecting 
andrréeducing mine fields and domolitions, D Sccuring SES unihtorruptod ad 一 
vance of tho miin bcdy. 


Mined roads wero oenccuntorod at two points north and northwest of SANTA 
NINFA., Engineer crews quickly cleared those hazards during short halts. Thonce 
tho advance was without incident to = pcint 10 lm cast of TRAPANI Hore a group 
was dispatched to capture seme Italian soldiors who were soon ee coyor ina 


nearby railroad tunnol. Aftor tho proparations fcr an attack were mde, the 
enomy surrendered. As tho column advanced, a party was left to take ec geben cf 
the priscnors and tc invostigato a radio station which was situated sov 


H 


"Al hun- 
howod th» 


dred yards to tho ncrth of tho highway at this point.  Invostigntion s 
station tc bo abandoned and tho oquipmont dostroyod. Aftor a further adwines c 
about 5 km, tho point was fired upon by small arns and machine gun fire origina 
ting from trenches and small pillboxes on the right and left of the road, the 
heaviest portion of fire came from the st: ints on the right. The resis- 
tance a d l a i we 
ppeared reluctant to carry the the forward elements of the ad- 
vanae party rapidly closed | n. Seizure was a3 without casualties and 110 
alia en w l j ; S 
a n p ae men w : AS the Advance Guard proceeded, 
ge poin vas halted by a 1 Ze east of the city cf TRAPANI 
at about 1500 hours. The artil 
e 


ps o 


pe bo be coming from the high 

ground approximately 1,000 yards north of tho roz^. The point displaced forward 
to feel out and re du the enemy positions and strength. fter determining 
the enemy to be emplaced in s ng roriified positions on the road and high 7 


c i 
i S m : 
ground to the right, orders were issued to detruck, deploy and move forward to 
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ready positions in preparation for a coordinated attack against the enemy posi- 
tions. This movemont continued rapidly with the point displacing forward. 


At approximately 1545 the Company Commanders were given their missions with 
imperative instructions that the advance be rapid and all covered approaches be 
utilized. The disposition of the Battalion Combat Team was as follows: a 
Company to move forward on the left of the road with the road as a right boun- 
dary; "I" Company on tho right; Headquarters Company in support of "G" Company 
in reserve. The plan was to seize and destroy onemy installations on tho high 
ground and thereafter to move forward on TRAPANI. Lino of departure was a north- 
east-southwest line through the hangars at MILO AIREORT, Jump off was immediate: 
and advance was swift, Supporting fires were called for from 05's, 75's, and 
chemical mortars which were rocoived aftor soms doley. Enemy artillery from 
positions montioned above increased and was joined by heavy calibor, flat tra- 
jectory explosivo fire which soomod to originato at a point southwest of tho 
BEL Orsi ? 


The advance of tho assault companies was swift and well controlled and cs- 
sentially aided by the dominating accurate firo laid down by tho light machino 
gun platoon, harassing tho enomy to tho oxtont that this roturn firo was inoffoc- 
tivo. Actions of tho LMG Platoon in this opcration was Suporior. Good alter- 


nate gun positions wore used. 


Friendly countor-battory fire could be heard from the 75am and Chomnical 
Mortar positions in an erchard about 1 km. to tho reare First sunporting firos 
wero registered by the 456th Fiold Artillory Battalion and continued throughout 
tho assault. Thouzh necessarily in close proximity throughout to our forward 
olomonts, tho firo foll with groat accuracy on onomy targots. ， 


At 1605, the Company Commander of Hoadqvartors Company wis summoned by the 
Battalion Commander, thon at an observation post, to bo given the mission for tho 
8lmm Mortar Platoon. As tho forward movomont continued rapidly, it assumed a 
northwestorly direction toward tho gun amplacomonts cn tho high sround to tho  -- 
north of tho road. A group moving wost on tho highway cncountorod ^ roadblock 
and pillbox manned by twenty of the onomy. Tho group fired sovorel rounds and 
the onomy surrondorod. Fire was immodiatcly vlacod from the captured guns 
ageinst the positions on the hill. This fire was maintained until it was wasked 
a Short time later by "I" Company closing with the eneuye 


The attack continued, "I" Company gaining their objective. Enemy resistance 
then ceased and the Battalion quickly reorganizeds Company "I" was assigned the 
mission of mopping up enemy installations and securing garrisons and stores on 
the hill. This mission yielded 205 prisoners intludinz one Naval garrison con- 
taining large stores of mval explosives, torpedces, etc. (partly wrecked by the 
enemy); 12-90mm field pieces, ammunition, small arms, etc. 


No enemy inflicted casualties were sustained by this unit due to the 
inability of the enemy artillery to follow its rapid covered &pproncne  Thrcuzb- 
out the movement artillery fire fell in and near the rear .elemerts. 


The approach march formation continued its movoment ón- Highway 113 into 
a 


TRAPANI; order of mrch: "H", Headquarters end "G! COcapnnies。 After advancing 
about 1 km. into the city, the Division Ges Gins Officer halted the column and 


the Division G-2 wont forward and received the cZ^7icial surrender of the city. 


At 2000 the Battalion Comimt Toan was orders.) to a hbivouac area 2 km. east 
of the city on Highway 112. One platoon given the ms8sicn of cutposting the cn- 
tranes to the city, was left to maintain order in coipliance. with “the torms of 
the surrender. S 


After the capture of TRAPANI, the Combat Team patrolled the city and surround 
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ding aroase Training wos conducted whenever it could be done in conjunction 
with the guard work. A Battalion problem was hold on the terrain to the east 
and proved profitatio, On August 20th the Combat Team moved back by plane to. 
AFRICA and so ended the Ovmpeign in SICILY. a 
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Aucust 21, 1945 
SUBJECT: AIRBCRNE ASSAULT OPERAT IONS - 9-14 July 1947. 


TO 


ELI 


Commanding General, 02d Airborne Divisions i 


I. GENERAL 


1. This is an informal report on the activities of the 3d Battalion, 
504th Parachute Infantry, prt icipating with Contat Team 505 in the initial a 
borne assault opcrations in SICILY during the periòd 9-14 July 1943. 


2. The first plane-lo«ds of elenonts of the 3d Battalion, 50th Para- 
chute infantry, operating with. Combat Tean 505, wore dropped in SICILY about 
1120 on tho night cf 9 July 1945, scattorod over an are  approximtely 60 miles 
wide, southeast and nee of MISCHiil to PACHINO in the southeast tip of the is- 
land. Six planc-leads vere not accounted for, and from another 10 planes, only 
l to 5 mon were located during initial operations. Groups assembled and organi- 
zed as best they could, and attompted to contact other groups ahd move toward 


Schedulod drop zones cr reach the Battalion Comennd Post, 


3, Many iscletod olenents, senttered in the British area of operations, 
attached thonsolvos to Canadian forces, worked and fought with them, and some 
were cvacuatod EY tho Sritish te tho coast andpicked up by Major Beall on 10 
and 11 July, In the Amo nm soactor, isolated mon «nd groups attached therm 
selves to Seventh Arny Units and fought with thom until able to contact the Bat-. 
talion. The sizə cf grovps asso mbled, ranged from 6 to 107 LUE he latter nun 
ber being reached af fior D. of actiones 


4,. Genorelly, it appoared that the TC planes had become widsly dispersod, 
oither as tho result of poor navigation or by separation fron formations in tho 
face of heavy Ack-Ack. Plano-loads were dropped overyvheree Some wore engaged 
while landing, most within an hour or sc later astthe men located or were loca- 
tod by the enemy. Vory little docisiv- fighting occurred during darkness of 
night 9-10 July, but early oa the lOth, as officers wore ablo to assemble men, 
each group did whet it Gould, condoavoring to reach Battalion Objectives or the 
Commend Post, knocking out whatever enemy resistance was found enroute, or con- 
solidating with othor groups for offensive aetion at vi o points, 


Bo gw s noteworthy that operations of the many E groups were cor 
ducted in spite of tho sovere loss. cf key porsonnel during the night landings. 
It was lator determined that initial losece included all Conpany Commanders, all 
let Sergeants, oxcopt ono, 211 the Battalion Staff except Major Beall, all com 
munication except. four runners and one 51l-operator, and all supply séction NCO's 
except one artificer. Many of pape missing mon gay havo beon evacuated and may 
possibly turn up lator... an EU EIE X: 
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II, ACTION VICINITY NISCEMI 


Ll. Liovtonmnt k 


jos O. Ott: The group with Lieutenant Ott landed noar- 
est of all to schodulod Drop Zono, approximitoly Lë milos away from it, falling 
near an orchard. Aftor landing, ho managod to assemble approximately 15 mon, 
some injured, and sot out with thom to accomplish his mission, that. of covering 
right flank of the Battalion, which ho thought was in position as scheduled. Hc 
moved north towards: howe, found that occupants werc friondly, and loft 4 injure 
troopers there. Lieutonant Ott then orionted hirsolf in relation to NISCEMI by 
questioning the Italians. From about 0200 of. 10 July, he patrolled the area to 
the east and got exact bearings for road to NISCHHI. 


2. Licutenant Colonel Charles ‘J. Kouns: About = mile from east-wost 
Secondary road to NISCHMI and some 3 miles southeast of NISCEMI, Lieutenant 
Colonel Kouns, with 9 men, was in position ona hill. Early on the morning of 
10 July, Lieutenant Ott working east, joined his group to that of Lieutenant 
Colonel Kouns. In position, they saw a column of German Infantry, estimated as 
one rogiment o? the Hermann Gocring Division, moving along the road toward NIS. 
CEMI and turning loft on the by-pass toward GELA. Licutenant Colonel Kouns aske 
Lieutenant Ott to go to tho roxd and observe. Lieutenant Ott, with 9 enlisted 
men, including a rockot-launchor team, procoodoá toward the road, a distance of 
200-700 yards, coversd by the riflosof Lioutonent Colonel Kouns and the romainin 
mon. This was accompiishod without observation by the oneny, although they had 
machine guns in position domimting the zone. Licutenant Ott reached a cactus 
hedge and through ^n opening observed that the enemy was taking a break and thei? 
mon were somewhat scattered. 


Licutonant Ott was soon by a Gorman officer, go ho shot him and took a 
rackot-launchor from ono of his non and blow a German car to bits, killing three 
officors and the driver. Gorman trucks and riflomon opened fire. Colonel Kouns 
and his men diroctod a covering fire against tho enemy as Lioutenant Ott's group 
withdrew by taking quick cover in bamboo and running or ‘crawling back through a 
vineyard, getting to a house with three of his men. 


3. Lieuterant "illis J. Ferrills Landing approximately six miles south- 
east of NISCEMI, Lieutenant Ferrill and two men marched north and, by 0900, 10 
July, had assemhled 24 enlasted men. A strong defensive position was set up on 
the high ground at CASTLE NOCERA, 5 miles southeast of NISCEMI, A patrol sent 
out to contact the rest of the Battalion encountered a company of German anti- 
aircraft, In the engagement two Germans were killed and two captured, but the 
patrol was forced to withdraw to the defensive position. About 1400, 10 July, 
about 20 Italians attacked the position and were repulsed, losing 14 of their 
force killed and 2 captured. In this engagement Private S. B. Hord killed T 
Italians while attacking hostile machine gun positions, enabling his men to use 
captured machine gun fire on rest of enemy. At the same time Private Lane killed 
four Italian riflemen who were protecting the machine guns. This engagenent 
lasted approximately four hours, then the remaining Italians fled, leaving behind 
machine guns, rifles, pistols, ammunition, and transportation. During thenhight, 
hostile patrols were driven off with a few shots by the listening po&ts which had 
been established by Lisutonant Forrill. During tho morning of the llth there was 
no action. At 1500 Lieutenant Watts contacted Lieutenant Willis J. Ferrill and 
that afternoon Lieutenant "att's group joined Lieutenant Ferrill. 


4, Lieutenant George J. Yatts: About 14 miles southeast of NISCEMI, lst 
Lieutenant George J. Watts had assombled anothor group of about 15 men by 0830, 
and had moved to a Strategic hill and set up all round defensive positions which 
were maintained July 10-11. About 1500 on Sunday, 11 July, this group contacted 
Lieutenant Forrill's group by radio and moved over to join them. About 1520, 15 
July, the group fired on a colunn of Gerran Infantry moving northeast toward NIS- 
CEMI with 2 tanks. A fierce fight ensued with the paratroopers ropulsing tho Ger- 
mans, killing about 75 and losing 5 of their ovn non. 
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In this engagement maps were captured which proved of great value 
to the 16th Infantry, as well as mortars and other equipment. Private Lane, 
under exposure of heavy enemy machine gun and rifle fire, carried water to 104 
of his companionse The group had. minod roads surrounding thoir position ( HA'K INS 
mines) and fought with 5 machine guns, 2 mortars, rifles and 2 rocket=lauuchers, ` 
plus machine guns which Lieutenant Ferrill's mon had captured, and had plenty 
of ammunition. On 14 July, Licutonant Yatt's group contacted a motorized pat- 
rol of the 16th Infantry who asked that he hold the position to protect the 
right flank. Wounded and enemy prisoners were turnsd over to the 16th Infantr ye 
On 14 July, he located the Battalion Corrand Post and reported there with re- 
maining 104 nen. Captured rateriel included Gerran recon cars, valuable modi- 
cal supplies, three 240:m Russian mortars, cight German machine guns, and a 
large quantity of ammunition. 


ed X. Thorass About 5 miles southeast of NISCEMI, lst 
s landed, and at 0200 on the 10 July, he and five en- 
rds NISCEMI reaching the outskirts of the city about 
cated there and the group worked their way west looking 
talion, About 1000, 10 July, they encountered a strong 
force of Gerrans which was under fire. Lieutenant Thoras andnhia group attacked 
the left rear of the Gerrans, killing sovon Gerrans, losing two dead and one 
wounded of this group. The unidentified friondly force which had been firing 
on the Gerrans had withdrawn, and Licutenant Thoras was forcod to withdraw with 
his two remaining non. Later that day eight mon from "H"! Company, under corrand 
of Private Ferrari, joined Licutenant Thomase Tho group of oleven worked its 
way to the southeast, several times being subjocted to tho fire of artillery 
and automatic weapons. On tho 14th July, Licutenant Thoras cane upon alarge 
winory, about 10 miles oast of GELA, in which were two soriously injured and 
three uninjured men of the 16th Infantry, “hile treating the injured, three 
Gorran tank-non entered the winory and were captured. However, the winery was 
covered by two Mark VI Tanks.  The:Gerrans also had a woundad man, and an agroe— 
ment was reached whcreby neither force would take priconors, but would attempt 
to procure a doctor to treat the wounded. An Ancrican Medical Officer reached 
the group and attended the injured. Because their two Mark VI Tanks were too 
Slow to evade the advancing Americans, the Germans burned thon and about 30 in 
number withdrew on foot towards VITTORIA, Licutonant Thoms and his group 
joined the 504th Combat Team in the GELA area about 1700 on 14 July. 


5. Lisutonant Fr 
Lieutorant Fred E, Thora 
listed men advanced towa 
o lo 
a + 
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HII. ACTION NORTHVEST OF BISCARI — (Lioutorant Peter J, Eaton) 


l. Approximately 2 milos northwost of BISCART, at 2355 on 9 July, lst 
Licutenant Potor J. Eaton, "Hoadquertors Corpany', 3d Battzlon Mortar Platoon, 
took charge of 5 plancloads that landed intact. On the morning of 10 July, ho 
rounded mp all cquipment and non ho could find and proceeded west toward NISCEMI. 


Se At 1200, 10 July, scouts encountered 2 Italianscars towing 47mm anti- 
tank guns. ‘They killed tho occupants and took the guns. With this added equip 
mont, positions wore sot up, mined, and manned, with guns covering roads towerd 
BISCARI, Sergeant Suggs of Headquarters Company, and’ 7 othor mon of that Corpainy 
manned these guns of which thoy had no knowledge. Bore-sighting then, they fired 
then like veterans. 


Ze About 1230, a colurn.of Italian rotorizod infantry, with an ll-ton 
Italian tanketto in lead (estinatod ata battalion because it occupied about 2200 
yards on Highway NISCEMI-BISCARI), Sergeant Su:zs ond his non knocked out the 
tankette with their Italian 47on anti-tank guns anc so dteorganized the foo with 


E^ 


their fire, backod by thoir own Bin mortars, that thoy rotroatod in confusion. 


4e Lioutomnt Eaton,’ bolieving that tho- cnony. force after reorganization, 
would be too large and possess too much fir power for his own weapons, which 
were carbines, destroyed tho cnery cauiphont and withdrew to the south. 
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5. On 1l July, Lieutenant Eaton's group contacted a Battalion of 180th 
Infantry ahd continued to Pight with this force to 12 July, when he learned lo- 
cation of the Battalion Command Post and joined it in the vicinity of Glut. It ! 
is noteworthy that through al l this fi nting; Lieutenant Fatom displayed Super ior 


leadership, and utilization of his non ona firepower, and that ho brought his 
group out without loss of a man killed or wounded. On one occasion thé fight 
was so hot that he destroyed his 81mm mortars and withdrew. Worked with 180th 


Infantry for 2 days. 


JE AOT ION VICINITY IUE 


Medical’ Officer (Captain Wil- °° 
garrisons furrounded by onemy, ^ 
o 4 vineyard to figure their 
4 
fal 
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Xm call found hi 
liam W. E aftor jurpins EN an^ 
who were hunting thom Ap: he nee, t j nas 
location and attorpt to cound up more nono Ant, 200, 10 July; thoy heard 
machins gun fire a abort 209 yards away mu carbino return fire intexsithontly for 
l hour, ànd knów tud Utroooora were in tho vicinity. About 0739, iO July, an 
advance patrol of Canadiaüs cane upe They gave Major Beall their positions, ho 
asked help to attack garrison, but was, not ablo to sceure it, because Caradiaas 
had anothor miss ion, tt of establishing and protocting boa is in another 
zone. He worked back to tho beach and got assistance. The garrison was taken 
with Oanadian assistance a little lator. Ono Italian Officor and 20 Culisted men 
were captured, and six paratroopers were ‘rolcased, Daring boon inprisonod by ita- 

5 lians» The results wero one United States and ono Canadian killod and buried, 
and one United States Officer and one United States enlisted nan evacuated to 
Canadian Hospital. Major Beall contihued his search for nore hen, and with what 
he rounded up, went back to the beach on "S night of 10 July, staying there all 
night. i i 


» 


es Ontths morning of ll July, we nt out to lst Canadian Division Hoadquar- 
ters on boat, net General Sons who ET trans por tation by beat to enable 
Americans to rejoin unit, , 


Se July 12, Tuesday, Major Beall, Captain Kitchin, and 18 e 
left by RAF crash boat to rejoin unit, i: stopped snrouta.at const 
up United States parsiroovers, "c at SCOGUITTI on 15 July, and r 
bivouac area wast of VITIOPTA (5054 t Team OP) with Captain E 
other officer, and 48 oniistcd men i various organizations, «A+ VIT Ma jor 
Beall was told that Battalion Vorraadine Officer had boon cantured ard he was in 
commands He procoodod to organize the reneinter of tha Battalion ore EV 
continuing. operaticns. Assomblod a total of 4 oZficora and 90 snluisted nen. 
There reorganization was affected and Battalion continued its mission with Combat 
Tean 504, US E d r NW E SA í i ; 
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V. SUTREUSTOAT TONS 


Mo. bw Be TN that tkis report does not cover in full dotsi ovory 
action’in which sections of tho 3d Battalion wero-ongagod. It dcos, br pro- 
Sent a general picturo, waich will an supplorentod by Such furtno or Gata ae will 
becone available, a EE SU He : 
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SICILY HISTORY 


The African sun, like a bloody curious oye, hung on tho rim of the world 
as hundreds of airplane ongines coughed into lifc, spewing miniature dust storr: 
across tho flat wastes of a desert airficld. 


hin alurinum skins of C-47s vibrated liko drawn svaro drucs and as para- 
troopers heaved therselves up into the planos and sought thoir predesignated 
seats, they wrinkled their noses at the smell of gasoline and lacquer that 
flooded tho planos! interiors. 


Spearheading the airborne invasion of Sicily, the 3d Battalion, 504th Par: 
chute Infantry, crossed the North African coast as the sun flared briofly, tho: 
plummeted into the Mediterraneane. Flak roso thinly into the dusky sky ahead—~ 
probably Malta, tho paratroopers szrimly thought. 


.Detachod from the roginent for tactical roquiroments, tho 5d Battalion 
crossed over the Sicilian coast on schedule and jumped on its assigned drop 
zone, July 9, 1943. 


For two days tho men of the 3d Battalion fought an oneny superior in num 
bors and oquipront. By D453 it hed achieved its initial mission and was re- 
_turned to roginontal control, 


The remainder o? the rogiment, load by Coloncl Re He Tuckor, loaded planos 
and took off fron tho dusty airstrips around Kairouan, Tunisia, on July 11, 
1943. As tho planes cruised. over tho churning soa, all was quiet; some closed 
their cyes and prayed that it would romain ouiet; while other anxiously craned 
their nocks to pacr ahead or to look down at tho whitecapped waves which tossed 
fifteen foot below tho planos. ? V Sa 


Nearing tho Sicilian coast, tho forration-of 0-47s was. fired upon by &-. 
naval vossol. Inmmediatoly, as though upon a prearranged signal, other vossols 
fired. Planes dropped out of forration and crashed into the sca。 Others, like 
clumsy whales, wheeled and attenpted to got beyond the flak, which rose in foun- 
tains of firo, lighting the stricken faces of mon as they starod through the 
windows, 


More planes dived into the sea and those that escaped broko forration and 
raced like a covoy of quail for what they thought was the protection of tho 
beaches But they were wrong. Over the bosch they wero hit azain-this tine by 
Anerican ground units, who, having soon tho naval barrago, bolievod tho planos 
to be Goran, Moro planos foll and from sono of thon, non jumped and escaped 
alive; the less fortum te woro riddled by flak bofcro reaching tho ground. 


Fired upon by our own Navy and shore troops, in one of tho greatest trage- 
dios of World War II, ths 504th Parachute Infantry, loss the 3d Battalion, was 
Bcattorod like chaff in the wind over the longth and breadth of Sicily Island. 
Colonel Tucker's plane, after twice flying the length of tho Sicilian coast nnd 
with over, 2000 flak holes through tho fusclago, roached tho DZ near GELA; how- 
over, fow others wora as fortumto and by morning, only 400 of the roginont's: , 
1600 non (excluding the 3d Battalion) had reached the roginontal are, 
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ther plano leads of 504 son dropped in isolated groups on all parts of 
tho island, and although unable to join the regiment, carried out domolitions, 
cut linos cf conrunications » ostaplished inland rcad-blocko, arbushod.Gorran \ 
and Italian notorizci cditio, and caused confusion cvor such extensive areas 
behind the enemy linoa that initial Gorman radic rcports ostinetod the number 
of American parachutists dropped to bo svor tan tiros the number actually 
articipating: S 


On tho 13th of July, with tho 3d Battalion rcturnod to reginental control 
and with about half of the reminder cf tho roginont ass ed in the vicinity 
of AGRIGENTO, the 504 roved out in the attack, spearheading the ecastal drive 
of the 82d Airborne Division. With Italian iiznt tanks, motorcycles, hcrscos, 
bicycles, mules, trucks, and oven i arrows for transportation, tho reginent 
pressed forward; a cocky, spirited bunch of 'rochanizod' paratroopers heading 


into battle a 


Resistance, for tho nost part, was light; the Gerrans hid withdrawn tc tho 
north and east, les o? Italian soldiers who would fire a 
fow shots, and S portions cf their respective ana- 
torios) woul 3r. The gruelling Moditorranean 


org; it was march, march, march, 


sun, howover, to foct-wsary paratroo 
ken stand so that thoy could stop 
J. 


cY B 
day and night-thoy prayed for tho onory to 
anc fight-ind rest. Fër fivo days and nights tnis cont inuod, and in an out- 
Standing tributo tc the physical stacim of parachute troops, non of tho 504 
walked and fought their way fron AGRIGENTO to ST. 1 em cese “distance of 150 


3 
meo 


D 


Faving reached ST. MARGUERITA, the rogimoent again parted fron Division and 
turnod north toward ALOAMO and CASTELLAMARE DEL Tes towns wore taken 
successfully and at CASTELLAMARE the reginent assuncd the dutios of à policing 
fcreo, which activity they on LE for on days. On the tonth day, the 504 
was-shuttled by plane back to its base at KAIROUAN, NORTH ATRIOA 。 


Although theSicilian cporation was co stly, both in lives and equipment, 


vol bla experionce was gained by those who sw vived, untold darago was inflic- 


EI 
tod bohind on: my p mony prisoners wore capturcü (tho 82d Division was crodi 
tcd with 22,060, nd Nazi and Zacist forcos woro rivon their first dose of a 


Z 
medicine that prove d to bo fatal-aad one box they unterstandably feared. It 


was with this experience that tho neweveters n 504 returned to LFRICA to propare 
for tho invasion cf the Italian GER, , 
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SECTION IY 


CASUALTIES TN SICILIAN CAMPAIGN 


(CORRECTED THECUCH 5 MAY 1945) 


ENTIRE DIVISION 
Officors 


Killed in Action 25 
Diod cf "Tounds 


Prisoners o? Yar 8 
Missing in Acticn 2 
Missing in Action to Roturn to Duty 2 
Woundod 16 
Wounded to Duty 24 
80 

BY 


TYPE AND UNIT 


Officers 
Division Hoadquartors 
Missing in Action ` — EIS 
TOTAL J 


504th Parachute Infantry Reorincni 
Killed in Action d 
Diod of Tounds - 
Prisoners of War. : 6 
Missing in Action U^ dg 
Missing in Acticn to Return to Duty - 


rA 


Youndad [i 
Wounded: to Returned to Duty € 
TOTAL 55 
505th Parachute Infantry Rogiront 
Killed in Actions i. 8 
Died of Younds i 一 
Prisoners of War 2 
Missing in Action - 
Missing in Action to Roturn to Duty 2 
Wounded 7 
Wounded to Roturnod Lë Dia 15. ， 
TOTAL  "— NN 25 
507th Airbcrnc Engincor Battalion . y 
Killed in Action e 
Prisoners of ‘lar - 
Missing in Action 一 
Missing in Action to Returned to Duty = 
. Wounded 5 i a 
Younded to Returned to Duty 2a 
TOTAL 5 


ls " 
ND NN e N I 


NN 
$- 


CM EE 


Enlisted 
Officers Men 
376th Parachute Field Artillory 
Battalion 
Killed in Action 2 26 
Prisoners of War 一 一 
Missing in Action 一 T 
Missing in Action to Returned to Duty- 1 
Wounded 一 2 
Wounded to Returned to Duty 一 Po 
TOTAL - a 55 
456th Parachute Field Artillory 
Battalion 
Killed in Action 2 J 
Diod of Wounds 一 H 
Prisonors cf War = l 
Missing in Action ~ 1 
Missing in Action to Returned to Duty - à 
Wounded E 4 
Younded to Returned to Duty Ay 29 
TOTAL EUN 6 49 
TOTAL DIVISION CASUALTIES E X 884 


! 
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THE 82D ATRSORNG LIVISION 


See iE —— Ee 


Section Title À 
jk "Contact Imminent" 
2 A Description of Operation from 


Planning Phase to Execution 


3 Mission to Rome 
4 Excerptsfrom "No Spaghetti 


for Breakfast! 


5 Division afver-&ction Report. Ge 
D T» 
6 Unit Reports 
a. The 325th Glider Combat Team 
b. The 504th Parachute Infantry 
Combat Team. 
c, the 505th Parachute Combat Team 
(1) 2d Battalion. 
(30 list batalon. 
(3). 3d BBttelion. 
7 Casualties. 
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R-E-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D 
SECTION I 
"CONTACT ONNENI" | 


(i narrative of pre-campaign activities of the 
82d Airborne Division, July - September 1943.) 


FCREWORD 


‘The combat operations of the 82d Airborne Division in the Italian Campaigr 
are recorded elsewhere, The following account is concerned only with the re- 
markable series of orders, counter orders, pluns, changes in plans, marches anc 
counter-marches; missions and remissions, by air. water and lend, endured by tk 
Division prior to entry in combat, This record might be termed, "A Saga of 
Change", It is a monument to the spirit and mentel flexibility of the men and 
officers cf tho Division, 


THE STORY 


On July 29, 1943, the parachute elements of the 82d Airborne Division, 
together with a minimum of Hoacquartors and Special Troops, some 5,0CO officers 
and men in all, were disposed in and around TRAPANI, CASTZIVZTRANO, MARSALa, 
MaAZARA, CA4STELLAMARE and ALCAMO, SICILY, 


These troops had just completed a whirlwind conquest of Western Sicily; 
commencing on July 9 when the first parachutist dropped and ending with the 
assault and reduction of the fortified city of TRAPANI on July 23, 1943. Now, 
without rest from the arduous campaign, they were fully occupied with the 
impressive task of evacuating some 28,000 prisoners of war, restoring order, 
and assisting in rehibilitating the country. The complexity of this work was 
tremendously increased by the fact that, tho spread throughout the western 
third of the Island, the Division had only 52 jeeps and 48—-23 ton trucks, 


iir Corps supplies, personal clothing and equipment, in fact all items 
of issue, were sadly depleted. Personnel had parachuted or airlanded with one 
combat uniform and in most instances without Llankets.or tentage. However, the 
treons were in fine condition and in excellent morale, 


‘The remainder of the Division restively awaited combat orders at their 
departure eirfields in the vicinity of KaIROUAN, TUNISIA, some 275 miles across 
tho MEDITERRANZAN, 


It was under these circumstances that the Division Commander, on July 29, 
1943, received his initial instructions for the participation of the Division 
in the coming Italian campaign, Profiting fron the lessons learned in SICILY, 
he repeatedly and vigorously urged a minimum of three weeks combined air—— 
grcund training with the Troco Carrier Command. He urgently recommended that 
the 82d Airborne Division be immediately concentrated in the KATROUAN Arca for 
the purpose of reorganization, reequipping and training. 


7 On August 2, a portion of the Division staff reported to Fifth army Head- 
quarters at ALGIERS, where plans were formulated for the empicyment of the 
Division, worked cut in detail, and thon changed many times, The Fifth army 
ground force assault plan was definitely fixod from the beginning. In sub- 
stance it was to land on the S..LERNO ou.ches, sight northwest, capture NAPLES, 
push on to RCHE unu eventually overrun all of northern ITALY. How best to ex- 
ploit the airborne Division was a problem of considerable concern and much 
speculation, 


By now, it had become apparent that higher headquarters wouid move the Trooj 
Carrier Command from the KAIROUAN AHB, to SICILY a few cays prior to the 
Ttalian campaign. This at once presented a serious obstacle to combined trai- 
ning. Further, it was impossible to obtain a release so that the trocps in 


is 
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SICILY could return to KAIROU Parnission for the return was witheld until 
other forces becane SE ” SICILY to replace the 82d Airborne Division. 


While the D IC AERE CILY and in NORTH e wont about 


its training and its 
of ITALY were born, 
quarters, a TERS 


peth in SI 


Mh A zy Head- 


ion, all planned 
cf the towns of 

Swost fron SALERNO. 

ar, 313 of each, were 

passes, on the night 

10 British Corps 

c3 the Di ivision was 


in detail, ] 1 
NOCERA and SARNO at 


Every 2 
/ 


[6] 


earnarkod f ! 
of D-1 Day, was he 
onto the Plain of 
designated to E in 


ained, TUM zones and 


last detail. Excellent seria aphe w i 

landing D a ly A od and Dar a The air approach to 
the drop zones and landing fislds prese Piculties. One apprcach 
wculd carry the Brae 20 DUE pl es over intenso pm Tho ether approach 


iRRENTIBE o The 


required passage over the cm 
rost suitable drop zones werc fa ae “fran anne: 
landing zones consisted of wi 
chuti sts to Grop in force from suitable alti 
teen in from the sca and sercss the coast ne 
only suitable glider rélease point was sone Rese above the SORRE 
TINS Mountains, with a resultant -lido of iles. After a great de ae 
of study andplanning, tho NOOXRA.SAARHO operation was rejected. 


erder for para- 
cht would have 
SE ‘LAF IAR RE a Th e 


It was now Àugust 12, only twenty niy-Sevon days before D-Day, Septonber 9th. 
One-half of the Division wis still scattered over the western end of SICILY, 
not yet re-clothe? or roequipped. Thers had boon no cor bined (airesround train- 
ing. There was no plan for tho en 

very definite understanding that the 
wheres All of this despite tho centi 
concentrate, recrrs ; 
which the Trocp Oarricr Command had 


would bo employed somehow sone- 
ts of the Division Commander to 
in the KAIROUAN Aroa, fron 


MOVOC e 


Iv 
j 
ES 
[27 


It was on August 18 that tho Division Corrandor roceived his first in- 
tiration of a brand now plan for the employment of the Division. On that 
date he was told that a decision had been rede to conduct an airborne oporation 
on tho VOLTURNO River nortiwest of NAPLES and some 40 miles fron the nearost 
Allisd beach landinze in tho vicinit y of SALZRNO. Relief cf the airborne 
troops by zrourd clerents of the P th Army could not be expected fcr rany 
days. Ro-supply by sir bocano a critical itor. Again the airborne mchinary 


shifted inte high goare Mow, only ninotoon days remained before D-Day. 


E 


‘Gone was tho expectation for any substantial air- ground training with the 
was too late.  Evory of?ort had to be concentrated 


JE 
roop Carrier Command. I+ f : 
SICILY and reoquippinz then. It was inporativo 
d a 


T d 
on gutting the troops back fron 
* eut to a minimum in orde 


that the planning er De 


nat the Division might 


have an opportunity um; itsolf with its mission.  Boftor than a thousan^ 
replacements must be into tho tro prachute combat tsans, 
The junior officers and the enlisted men of the Division did not know, 
: oe m 
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but they sensed a coming operation. The Divisi flew almost in 
circles, acain rom Wis B Jom TRAPASI, 600 
odd mites to hi stare at fifth Army Hozdquarters |, ALGIERS, thence 
Fost at se ae NS thence almost 300 
a TRIP WI. Ee cut Es labored cea- 
selessly wit e i snd tnose 
of rocssonbly and re ag the Divisio EES er icri pos: PE 
So Pr an Ec ations were concemed, 
plonse Ño supplice or repincenents could be shipped into Bee 
in tho tine available; that would have to be dono upon return to NORTH AFRICA, 
Ihe long distances separating the various headquarters greatly hampered 
communications when time wise of n 


ox the Goin 


\fter mony requests to bave the Division roliovcd fron the Sicilian Army 
of Occupation opd return E to its base in KAIROUAN, orders were recéived to send 
Staff ropresentoti ves to Seventh E E s ters in PALERMO to formulate 
plans to move the Division by truck to PALER thence by sea to BIZERTE and 
thence by truck to KAIROUAN, The C-5 and SE G-3 deperted from TRAPANI on 
August 17 on this mission. The Division Comz^nuder was in ALGIERS when these 
orders were received, 


ac 


At 1500 August 18 ^4 rad 
ceived at TRAPANT directing 


ision Commander at ALGIERS was re- 
[o arach 
Lean commanders to meet 


and the two parachute combat 
guerre NEN EX ee 


h 3 RNO ai 
Division Cemaander inf B hat all arrangesents had be 
made and that, commencing the ee 1orning, the troops in SICILY would bo pro- 
pared for air novonrent back to GEES 
During tho nicht units scattered over tho westorm end of SICILY were 


alerted by radio, telephone and EE The Division had only 24 trucks to 
move personne] and oquipnont "o the airfiolds, which vere as ruch as 45 miles 
away. | Ail jceps were accounted forc and ol 4t 0200 hours the orders 
were confirned and tho troops roved out, On that day, August 19, and until 
darz on ‘usust 20, O-AT planos droned singly and in groups in and out o? 

PORIZZO ani CISTELVETR'NO airficlds, lo-ding sirboruo troops and gqvipront. Thu: 
better thm half of the strength of the Division, with sll but the keaviest of 
equipment, was alr-tronsported by shuttle to the KAIROUAN Ares on August 19° and 
20 Spred ves essential, end it is well indeed that the moverient was executed 
by air without red taps and cozplioatod "coordination", The troops and equip- 
mont simply loaded up and took off for NORTH AFRICA The Staff officers vho 

had been in Army Headquarters at PALERMO, formulating the nove by sea to AFRICA 
arrived with approved but complicated olang for a roilewater-rail journey just 


in time to board the last transport plane for iTRIOA. The official confirnatory 
ordóro for the truck and sea wovenent arrived thres davs later efter the Div- 
ision closed in tho KATEROU Arca. Only sixteen days until D Day, 

d - —— Ó oe i eet * 


The now red hot overational plan for the VOL TUNO mission involved 
Simulteneous airborne and seaborne landings by the Division. It was planned 
that the seaborne task force would take in essential ammunition ánd supplies 
for the sirborne task ferc, with which it wis to nake contact within 24 hours 
after lending, Again, all ^vail^blo airpienes and sliders were to participrte. 
tbat portion om the Division aot E yee in the (laine pt? vas ‘to land on.the 
beaches at the mouth of the VYOLTURIO during tho night of D-l Day. ^ This nigsion 
was denominated as the CINT operation. It undorvont oe changes within the 
fov days lumedintcly folloving August 18. Finally, it wis broadened to include 
the destruction of all crossings over the VOLTURNO. from TRIMLISOO (northeast 

of € CAPUA) to the 802, ine i E 


Not onc individual in the entire Division, officcr or mm, had ever had any 
Gxpcricnce or instruction in amphibious opersticns, Yet, a fullfledged beach 


Rb ebe Beet) 
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assault was scheduled to be undertaken within two wcoks. A- linited nunber 
of officers wis selected sad rushed off to PORTE POULE, Ue 1., for amphibious 
training. à 


ust 20 the conposition of the 


On ‘Aug soabome ee force could not be 
settled, beer suse the number and compsaition o? the assault boats was not do- 
finite, Plans were qr for amphibious training of ES troops.at BIZERTE, but 
there were no craft yet Mu ^t the port. Shuttle of tho troops to 
BIZERTE was nevertheless: com: ed, They began to arrive at BIZERTS on August 
2575 Ther: O WES sale) OTt sgl aie Lor trainings Only elevcn days remained 
before erkation,. The nuaber of assault craft to be made available was 


m wu. increased ^nd more units were sent to BIZERTE, The assault craft 

finally arrived ond intensive training wes immedintely commenced. Training 
efforts were pointed to the elorents being loaded ond prepared for the in- 
vasion by zidnight Sertenmber 5. : . 


The amphibious operation had ben plonnod on tho sketchiest of beach 
studies, "hilo tho anphibious trainin PIZERTE, it became 
doubtful that the teaches ^t the cout ir were suitable for 

A 


lending. Nevertheless, the amphibious training continued apace with the beac 
Study. ^s the beach siudy progressed, ii bocano incroasinzly obvious that 
‘there would bo great difficulty attendent upon 2 lending. 


Terry in She cidst of frantic efforts to pass on a minimum of training to 
SuLIL Whales} rs were gee on September 1 directing that loading must be 
completed by ptember 5. 'Water-oroofiug of tho yohicles was conducted conc 
D Lo 
d 


[9] 
T 
oo 


ENC 
currently ith ^nphibious ictum and, by 1600 on Soptorbor.5, all troops, 
vehicles, supslies, ammunition and e n werc loaded on the assavlt craft 
and ready to sail. 


Turn now to Arry Headqutrters at ALCIERS, The 
Task Forse Oormiander, the beqch ^ssault, because of the recfs and shoals, was 
successively reduced, first to one battalion of info ntry, thea to one company 


Of Anta, aid) setae aus) cy mex cil es root without troop Landings. This 
left approx iadan: "Lg half of the cozbat strength of the Division stranded at ^ 
BIZERTE without 2 =icsion. It now Ee E tnnt the airborne task 
force in the VOLTUR'O River be reaupolicd oy air end plans therefore were fully 
@eveloned With the zrestest oossible haste. 


eruenent chance of station in 
&rctchiag more than 100 wiles 
nad to make the same change of 


Ihe Troop Carrier Comzand was ordered 
SICILY, on nine sev-rzte departure EE 
across the od. The 82d Division obvi y 
station. This in the midst of oss-ult plane that choneed clmost daily. Un- 
imaginable corzunic^tious difficultice arosc. The ispcrsion of the Division 
at KAIROUAN itself was over en ares of ^pproxinstcly 600 square miles. 


Gone was the opportunity for any real air-cround trainine., It was ime 


possible to parachute, rescue parachutes and repack: then in. tise for the ir- 
pending operation, However, because of its vital necessity, ^ wuoek of such 
trainin echeduled md some four days of sence exccuted to a fairly satis- 
T grec, The Division was only sble to place the juapnaster in each 
Plane and have the "sticks" of parachutists revrosented by ^ few replacenents 
who ! not had a night jump. “Whether the unite at BIZERTE would participate 
in the Itclion campaign ^t ^11, and, if eo, when and how, was now an impor- 
tant question, ‘Ary EE solved tuis by directing that to the extent 
thet shipping beeane available the units at BIZERTE would be embarked an a 
floating reserve 


All of this tine, the 2nd Battalion, 509th Parachute Infantry, was attached 
to the Division, h ^ugust 23, orders wero received to the effect thet it 


EON 
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was contemplated using the 509th for 2 drop mission on c^ll in any of the 
areas around NOCERA, SARNO, MINTURNO, BATTAPAGLIA, etc. Studios and plans for 
such a call hed to be at oncs 人 and carriod to 2 practical degree 

of conclusion, 


See arrangenents More being hastily aide with the Air Forces 
and with the Navy for the routing of the air colums, placing of ships with 
radio and lights to mark points along the route, etc, 

Ml ternative plans and studies were undertaken Zor the use of the divisional 
‘units to be enbarked at BIZERTE in floating \ray Reserve. For re-supply of 
ithe airborne task force scheduled to drop in the VOL TURO Valley, 4 daily 
automatic 90-vlans rc-supply progran was worked outa 


It was acrecd with the Troop Carrier Command tiat upon termination of the . 
one week's joint ^*ir-zround train' nc on lugist 31, the Troop Carricr Command 
would move to SICILY, got'itsclf settléd, and thon roturn to tho KSIROU'' Area 
to pick up thc airborne assault troops who were to bo already conbat-lonáad, 


The airborne assault trooos would then be landed et tho vroper ficlds in 
SICILY, fron which they would take off for combat a few days later. 


It should be borme in mind that all of these plans ond chanres, orders 


and counter-ordcers, were issued fron ani commumicated to widely separated 
"Qorsand Posts. Fifth Amy Main Headquarters were at UOSTAC Y; EM, 680 niles by 


air from KAIRUAN, Army Advance Headquarters voro at ALGIERS, 600 niles from 
SICILY and over 400 miles from Division Headquarters 2t KAIROUIN, Trocp Carrier 


: Command was at SOUSSE, 50 miles fron es until it moved over 200 miles, 
into oe 


RN by air for the VOL TURKO s air assault force was, of 
.coursc, utterly essential. Hindsight shows thet re-supyly by grount forces 
could not have beon effected for several it Peach landings could not be 
wide. 30, whom tho Air Forecs determined on August 26 tint re-supply by air 
. was deemed impracticable, the VOLTURNO River rission had to be drastically 
altered. The Conmendcr-in-Chief directed a new plan reducing the size of the 


: airborne task force to a parachute reginental combat team, less one infantry 
i battalion, carrying enouch supplies and E to lost four or five days. 
At the tire of these instructions it was ap:arcntly thought by higher head- 


quarters that ground rolice? E be uu EE that period, Notice of 
his major change was dispatched by officer courier from ILCIERS, md the 
next day, Septerber l, AE AN all of the zultitudinous cancellations SE re- 
visions down to anal Ler units. Only seven days re: inode 


; The Division Cormar tant Division Comnender, Chief of Staff, G-2, 
5 and 4 remained in KIROYI assisting the rerime E combat team commander 
affect his plans md checking the air uh of the combat. texa and the 
remainder of Division (less mphibious force) to departure fields in SICILY. 
They were to sail with the amphibious force on September 5. They planned to 
leave KAIFOUAN at 1200 Septerber 2, baggage and persoancl was'to be lo^dicd co 
ships by 1600 that day. At 1130 a messags was received that the Commanding 
Ceneral, Forth African Air Forces, desircd to soc tho Division Commander at his 
B suartera in LAMARSA. "hen the Division Oosndér ond his staff arrived at 
LAMARS' they. were informed that m airborne operation was contemplated in the 
ROME Area, The Division Coumander was to to the Conuonding General, 
Fifteenth Army Group, at SYRiGiSA, SICILY, } delay, The inportance of the 
hi à mission oxorweighzd any objections is to laot c? tine to properly brief troops 
of any other scrious defect that night arise. Tic Division Commander and his 
staff departed for SYRACUSA by sir and arrives doot on September 2 and 
immediately.went into conference. . Kg A $ 
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The ROME opcration became known as CIAT II, It callcd for the placing of 
the strongest airborne tack force which evailablo aircraft would carry, on and 
near three airficlds izzcdistcly esst ond northerst of ROWE on the night of 
DA Day, Scptcmber 8, 1943, with the mission o? defonding that city in con- 
junction with Italian force: in the arcae 

Turn back nov to KAIROUAN. There the Division continucd its preparations 
for the VOLTURNO and for tho serborns floating reserve, wholly unaware of the 
fast-devcloping radical chance, The ROME mission had not bocouo definite enough 
and plans had not rcachcd a sufficicntly advanced stage to justify changing 
the course of preparation in which the Division was alro-dy engaged. 


4t SYRACUSA conversations with the Italian iray renredontatives continued 
over the next 36-hour periode It finally develo»ed that the Italian Arny ro- 
presentatives could e no guarantee that their forces could silence the coastal 
anti-aircraft over which the troop transport pnlleacs vould have to fly to arrive 
at ROME, nor to Bumrenteo tart airfields n for air landing would bc con- 
trolled by thon, To have attempted the nmi: lern these circunst^ncos would 
have been disastrouse icanwhile, tinc tic j 


But Amcrican troops had to land in OME., The Armistice had been signed, 
sealed and delivered with that undcrsi*ndiung, Only the most unlooked for seus 
plications could justify tho non-performance of an virbozno mission to ROME. It 
was determined to jump «nd sir-land a small sirboruüe task force of one parzchute 
regimental combat tcam, less one infentry battalion, with air-lended reinforec— 
ments, and an advance echelon of Division Headquarters, at two sirficlds, 

FURB^RÁ and OZRVZTZRI, sone 25 rilcs northwest of FOE. Thon, if cverything went 
well, it was pionned to jump ond air-land other clomcnts of the Division on 
successive nichts, 


The Troop Corricr Dozend wis busily eng ged in moving to SICILY. Upon 
completion of that cove the airborne troops at ESOU land to be transported to 
SICILY and izmodiatcly thereafter troops would have to take cff from the 
Sicilian departure airficlds for ROME, or whatever othcr mission might be deter- 
mined upon, 


With the ROME niesion d 


e rdcred, the Division Commander ee 
his staff planning group on Se} 


5. ney returmec by air to KMATFOUIN amd 
BIZERTE and late that evenings t on troope at BET RTS feed poe 
first notice of this mest recent chance. Only four full days resained. ‘Two of 


these would have to be used for ^ir zovoum 


on ZATROUAN and BIZCRTE to SICILY. 


MesnWailo, on that sane Septerber 3, at about 1200 the Comacnding 
Officer of the dme. inse fonce, Colonel Loris, received radio instructions 
to meet tho Fifth eem Oounander persounily at DICENTE Airficld at 1400. There, 

+) 
UE 


Colonel PC WAS eee tart this amphibious mission had becn cancelled, that 
ULI, yh us assault craft were urgently needed for smother pugsion involving Pes 
bns de, 2 x that’ all of his troops, supplies, vehioles, etc., now being 
aust be clenrcd off the craft not later thon 1900 that aftcrnoon. Back Ze 
amphibious loading area went Colonel Lewis 48 fast ns his jocp would take hin. 
It wis ^ bitter dis appointneat to all of the aud Ber, but an the best 
traditions of the Division 211 hands Kaes 9r RN nica den and cleared all 
craft in record tite. By 1750 that eve 
proofing on vchicles was removed. 
the beach ten miles from BIZZRTE. 


had been released.  Water- 
GiCe, rcturncd to bivouac on 


instructions were awaited, 


An intorcsting sidclight on the cancella 
Orders was the fact that soc 
the Aerm Commander at SYRAOQU 
When the Arey Cownendcr naie 


TOES 


m the oxhibious task force 
ose was the tize cloccnt that it was necessary for 
ss.nc to Coloncl Lewis personally 
e Uu ision, his was the only plane available ani 
the order could only bo transported by plane in tine to reach Colonel Lewis bc- 
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fore his forcos would have sailed. 


Late on the afternoon of Septezber 5, Colonel Lewis received instructions 
from the Division Commander to propere for ~ovezent to SICILY by plane at once. 
The designeted departure field was at NATEUR, 2 24-hour truck trip from the 
bivouac, Such trucks as could be procured werc immcdiatcly put into operrtion 
and shuttling of troops, equipment, and supplics was commenced. 


The next morning, Scptonbcr 4, the Division Cormnder returned by ^ir to 

ZERTE to disséminete the GIANT I plan and spcod both planning nd movenent. 
On September 5 the Division Comender and his staff at BISINTE continued to 
supervise planning for thosc elements which the doy before had been aboard 
assault craft ^nd wore now scheduled for cormitzent to action by air landing in 
the ROME Area, A complicated juectling of available aircraft was worked out 
whereby the troops at BIZERTE sould bc ?lown to SICILY wd then on successive 
days to rcinf£orcc the troops which would hove alre-dy dropped on D-l in the 

HE Arcas 


D 


On the nicht o? Scptenber 4 rcproscntativcs of the Division Staff and the 
Troop Carricr Command worked until late in the night planning tho troop move—- 
ment by air from KATROUAN end BIZERTE to Sicilian ceparture airfields. The next 
morning, September 5, troop movement by air from Xairouan Was commenced. Tyo 
days were required for the shuttling of thc troops at KAIROUAN end BIZERTE into 

IO NENG 


Meenvhile, pu oe ERTE the Division Commender and his staff were propariug 
to leave for SICILY, At about 0800 thet a 3optonubor 5, radio instructions 
were. received to the effect that sbipine would be sade available that day for 

small scaborne task force of one artillery battalion, thrce anti aircraft 

batterics and a conp^ny of infantry. Also, tho suze radio instruction attached 
three platoons of the 613th Tank Destroyer Battalion to the Division and diroctod 
that these three platoons would be included in the nowly sct up scabornc task 
POC Gre he mission of this scabornc task force was to supvort tho ROME operation. 


The Division Commander desi enacted the 319th Glidor Fiold irtillery 
Battalion, ae ee ^nti-^ircraft battorics of the 80th Airborne Anti-dircraft 
Battalion and o e de of the 504th Parachute Infantry, together with the tank 
destroyer pes Col. Bertsch was placed in 2 
pedition. mee 2 sion Commander and his siant loft by plane fo 
Colonel Lewis Ae full responsibility for the water-borne projecte 


GIE 
ct 
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No onc knew the vhcrcabouts of thc @13th Tank Dostroyor Bett po None of 
the port suthoritios had rcecived ang orders at E concerning the existence of 
"ny such amphibious force as had ben directed. ‘The 419th Field ges 
Battalion and the 80th ‘nti-aqircraft Battalion were diverted fron noverent by 
air just in time, Late that nicht SE Tank Destroyer Battalion was located sone 
40 miles from BIZERTE. M1 units commenced vcovorcnt into the dock arcae Ve- 
hicles wd weapons wore anain waterproofed. 


Actually, it was not until the next morning, Sootomber 6, thet Coloncl 
Bertsch reccived definite orders and it was ined that two LOTs and two 
LOIs were available for the sca cxpedition. onal vessels had been assigned 
but thcir whereabouts were not lmorm. These addi B vessels vcro British 
and it was finally detcrnincd that E Tent s fe available 3t alls mr this 
erergency the incricm adriirel in the harbor cane to the rescue ond provided 
additional craft. Loading co “enced on Scotcc5cr 7. Ho one knew when the exe 
pedition would up-onchor wl way. Many chonzcc nad been "^de in vesscl assign- 
ments, so thet the final conposition of the little ornada was three LCIs and only 
one LST. However, all of thc above troops were crowded aboard, 
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Under secret orders the three LCIs` sailed September 8. The LST sailed 
M 9, 


When the little flotilla pulled away from the BIZERTE seas its com- 
mander knew only that his destination was "FF", and that if no one met him 
at "FF" he was to sail on to "GG", He strongly suspected that both "FF" and 
"GG" were in the ROME Area, (Later informatica disclosed that the point "FF" 
map op the beach just north of the mouch of tie TIBER River and that the point 
GG" was up the TIBER River halfway from its mouth *o the City of ROME 


Colonel Bertsch, on the IST, knew not where his three LCIs were and 
could only depend on fate and fortune fcr a rendezvous, Nor wculd the naval 
cfficers in command of the vessels know any more than he did. 

Once at sea, racic instructions were received directing that the sea- 
borne force report to the Commanding General, Fifth army, aboard U.S. AMO ON, 
in the Gulf of SALERNO, for crders, Fortunately, (= rendezvous instruc- 
tions were received by all of the craft and or September 10 Colonel Bertsch 
reported to the Fifth Army Commander aboard the U.S. ANCON, The Fifth Army 
Commander directed that the seuborne force land on the beaches at MAICRI, where 
they would go into action as a part of the Ranger Force operating through the 
passes across the SORRENTINE Peninsula, 

With destination an? mission changed, the flotilla landed on the beaches 
cf MAIORI on September 11 and joined the Ranger Force, 


ås soon as the seaborne task foros had been set up at BIZERTE, Colonel 

Lewis peocaeded with the moweisn? of the remainder of bis force. niinojrally 
the 325th Glider Infantry and the 3rd i. 504th Parachute Infantry, cn to de- 
parture fielcs sum SGT Ge 

. Meanwhile, in SICILY, every member cf both the Divisicn anc the Troop 
Carrier Command worked day and night making final preparations fcr the ROME 
mission, Twenty-four hours pricr to take-off time, Brigadier General Taylor, 
Divisicn Artillery Commander, was moved secretly by Tea army authorities 
into the City of ROME. He was accompanied by a representative of the Troop 
Carrier Commana, 


It was not until 1400 on D-1 Day, when Brigacier General Lemmnitzer, 
Fifteenth Army Group, arrived at the Division Command Pest at LICATA by plane, 
that the Divisicn Commander first knew of the possibility of the ROME mission 
being called off, : 


The Italian Armistice had been signed, It was to be anncunced by the ` 
Allied Commander—in-Chief in a racio breadcast scheduled fcr approxima! 
1730 on D-1 (September 8), Varshal "adoglio, brondeasting from Radic ROKI, was 
scheduled to follow the Commander~in-Chief on the air. Ev the use cf a code 
word inserted into his speech, Badoglio was to signify whether or not the 
Italian authorities were still prepared to support the 82d Airborne Assault. 


A 


The Division Commander and several members of his staff drove to Troop 
Carrier Commend: Headau arters, Liza, lave on the afternoon cf September 8'to 
listen in ona Se receiving ses. | set failed te function at the 


‘appointed time. Had the Armistice on anncunsed or not? leytunately, the 
Division Chief of Staff discovered £ ; e commerciai seo in time to 


hear the concluding remarss cf the Ucn iom in-Cchief, which included an 

announcement of the armistice, For some unku vn reason Marshal Badoglio did 

not immediately follow Goneral Eiscnhowcri ln Z5ciü Vis radio address came en: 
. the air about 1900. 
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The Divis sion Covmander and his staff immediately returned to the 
Division Command Post, believing tnat the mission vould be flown as prevared. 


Meanwhile, General Taylor had returned from ROMS with the strong recommendation 
thet the mission be emcelled because the Germans had full AMT of the plar 
and the Italians would be unable to support the assaulte sed on this re- 
commendation, the Commander-in-Chief directed the postpo ae of the mission 
for twenty-four hours. His instructions were received by the Division Commande: 
hrouzn Air Force channels only five minutes boforc the scheduled departure of 
the first planos, Which were loaded with personnel and the motors being warmed 
upe i 
The next afternoon, as take-off tame nenred, 211 was in roadincss again. £ 

ready were “en and equipacnt that tke uni Pe poe one ficld got into their planes, 
started the motors, and would have taken c had it not been for the arrival 
here of the Division Chisf of Staff. That. evcning tue RONE mission was de- 
finitely cancelled and abandoned, 


The next instructions for exploynent of the Division vere to be prepared. 
to move 2s many troops as possible by nino LOIs from LICATA, SICILY, into the - 
Italiens operations, 


ss vchicles and hs^vy paie thc Med Glider Infantry and the 3rd 
Battalion of the 504th Parachute Infantry w ENEE SC? planc at LICATA, 
SICILY, on Coe loo Ee that iu ga ie 1 the harbor and 
landed near SALERNO, ITALY, late on the night of S rise The 5rd Battalic 
of the south was eent to join its reginent near ALB SCH The 325th was moved 
shortly thereafter into the oocrations on the EOHRENTIME 


E 


On tho afternoon of Sertexber 12th, at about 1330 hours, 2 tired, begrimed 
vilot landed in an 126 at LIO ATA Field having just ; low, áo:m from tho SALERNO 
front. Ee had sn urcent message for the Division Mo i and SET, to give 
it to anyone else. In the mremtine, the Division Commender, C-2 and G-4, had 
taken off from LICATA for wes: to report to the co Geners], Fifth 
eis Ge EE Tho Chief Ee the ivision had the LIGITA Field Con- 
ied tower c^ll the Division Coupandcr!s plane and = hin back. ‘The message 
brovuzht by the pilot letter from tho Comending General, Fifth 
Army, containing en i lp, snd request cing specifically that 


z for i tc he 
one parachute ROT be dropycd on the beaich s 
the VI Corps that sa:e night. The Army Command m 

Parachute Rattalion drop on the uwovntain village of AVEL 
German lines, on the nicht of EE 14 $ 


River to reinforce 
ed that the 509th 
, far behind se 


Realloestion of departure e. re-shurfling o? troops, air routes, coor- 
dination with friendly anti-aircraft fire, etc., woro arranged within cight 
4 
hours, 


On the night of September 15, the 504th xo ia Infantry, with Co, "Oo", 


307th Airborne Engineer Battalion attached, dropped on the SZLE River beaches. 
The drop zone was well lighted and from its Ni NA the paratroops could 


be seen for miles by both friond m4 fee. i dramatic zectins ensued. . The rein- 
forcerents had’ been badly needed, The enemy was denzscrously near a breakthrougt 
to the beaches, which world have separated the VI ond * Corpse The VI Corps ~ 
SE suffered hesvy casuzltice: With his troops assoribled in the dark less than 

1 hour after lending, Col. Tucker, a E reported to the Arry Commander. 


The irny Comandor diroctedi "As soon as assembled you are to bo placed in the 
front lines, Col. Tucker replicd, "Sir, we are assembled and ready now." The 
504th RCT moved, vithin a matter of ninutes, into à front line position and . , 


shouldereq its battle responsibility. 


The AVELLINO drop was made as plenned on the ii of Scptenber 14, 
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drop zone vas high in 3 -uountain vollcy. Navisationnal obstacles were tre- 
mendous. While oniy a portion of the troops were dropped on the proper drop 
zones, thc oncration was successful in delayine and harassing cnemy concentras 
tions in the vicinity of AVSLLISO. Menge of these troops were not contacted 

by ground clementsfor a period of three weeks. 


night, September 14, CT 505, likcyise parachute, repeated tho 
River besenes and also went into action, 


drop on tr 


There is Little doubt but that these most tinely air reinforcenents turned 
the tide of battle in the VI Corps sector. 


On Soptocbor 14, both the Division snd Troop Carrier Commend moved gliders 
into position on departure fields, prepared air uovonont tables, and set up 
glider RCTs to follow into the SELE River beaches. This called for an enormous 
amount of troos shifting, movenent of sliders, etc. 


On 15 turc ficlds were loaded and the troops 
stood in readi vor, rcconnaissz^uce in the SEL River 
iraa failed or landins arcas and on 16 September furtho: 


On the afternoon of 17 September orders vere received at LICATA to nove 


E P 9M of the combat troops by motor vehicle to TERMINI for sea 
movenent to ITALY on the 19th, By jeep, truck and air the movement was commen- 


M pc An asvinec narty wae dispatched by olano to TERMINI. No 
sooncr bad the motor zovoront to TERMINI been cormcnced tho instructions were 
received to sir-lonà 50 olanclozds of Division Headquarters and Special Troops 
in the PISTU Arca, ITALY, on Seotcmber 18, 25 planos to dopsrt at 1000 and 25 ， 
planes to denart at 1200, The troops to be rovel by air included detachments 

of the Qucrterm>ster ond Ordnance e aee who were scheduled for 1000 de- 
Perturc。 These detachments bad already left br motor vehicle for TZ?RMT'I. Both 
jeeps and cub planes were dispatched to BEE then. They vere not over- 
taken until they were entering the outskirts of TERINI. ‘they immediately 
turned back and reached the cenarture ficld at LICATA the next zorning at 

0950 and by 0958 cisanpetred into C47s. At 0500 a sarbled radio was received  * 
stating it cost imperctive 2,000 rounds of M2 artillory a aition be trans- 
ported to ITALY. This ammunition displaced seven co 3 of personnel ?nd 
equipment and caused a hasty reallocation of plenos, 


These scrials londo3 on 2 novly constructed landing strip at PAESTUM RUINS 
Tne runway wos so short ond rough that ten pl^ncs cm as on lending. For- 
tunrtcly only ore pcrson wos slightly injured, 


The remainder of thc Division, less the 456th Parachute Eod irtillcry 
Battalion and cortain base echelon personnel pourcd into TEFZTI on organic 
and borrowed vehicles to meet the embarkation deadlines But E were no 
craft to be boarded. A last minute priority change sllocnted 211 available 
shipping to other units. Fer many dovs tho troops ucro at TERMINI. 


SE 
Finally 
shipping WAS nace available an? they were landed on the SALERO O beaches, 


i 


In such fashion cil the sirbarae, seaborne, truckborne, railborne, All 
aerican 62d Division go to the war. in IT'LY. 


E 
RESTRIOTED 
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3 i | . SECTION 2: 


A. DESCRIPTION OF OPERATION FROM PLANNING PH^SE TO EXECUTION 

le On about July 28, 1043, Brigadier Coneral Taylor, Division Artillery 
Commander, reported at Fifth Arm Headquarters as planning representative for 
the Division Commander. On August 7 thrce Division Sta?f Officers joined =: 2°’ 
General Taylor and renained with hin until .pproximately Aucust 15, 1643... Thcre- 
after the Division was represented by General Taylor «lone, 


2. Between July 28 and Septoszber 15, a total of six miss Sene were pss 
pared in detail. They are briefly deserted as follows: 


ae NOCERA and SA1RNO Paeses, . 

be VOLTURSO River (subsequently known as Ciont I). 

c» FOME (subsequently known as Gisnt II). 

.  AVELLIJO (subsequently lmowa as Cient IIT). 

Se Arca. northeast of W'APLES md vicinity of CAPUA, 

f. Reinforconent of VI Corrs on bzaches south of SELE Rivere 


2. Tho development, changes, and details of the several planned onerations 
is best followed EE as showmm below, d 


4, ‘hen planning commenced at Rendauartors, Fifth Arty, the combat prent. 
clonents of the Division were in SICILY. The remainder of the Division and the 
ed Bn 509th Prcht Infantry, then attached, were in North Aris, 

D. D-Day for the Italian Camprien having been tentatively set for 
September 9, the Division Comaander strongly p on the necossity of at least 
three weeks combined training to include a aetailed dress rehearsal, in con- 
pli^nce with Paragraph 4, Training Xouorandun Yo. 45, Allied Force Headquarters, 
2 August 1945, Because 2f consiferable ücplction both in personnel nd material, 
the Division Cozmmonder likewise urgently ^nd rcpcatodly recommendsd that tho 
Division be irmodiatoly. noved to North frica for rcorcanization, 


6. The original mission assim = the Division wis to scizc the towns of 
NOCERA and SARIO, situatcd at the cxits to passes lenting northwest from SALERNO, 
and cover tho, dobouchnent of 10 Corps (Br.) onto the pleins of NAPLES. At that 
tinc it was considered vitel that these p2sscs be seized on D-1 Day and held 
at all coste’ Duc to meny flak, nccossity for dropping paratroopers and ro- 
leasing gliders at high altitudes, an? further duc to the lack of suitable 
glider landing zones, this mission presented considerable difficulties. Air 
coverage was securcd and DZs and Län selected. It was tentatively plamed to 
drop paratroopers from height of from 1,500 to 2,000 feet and to relcase 

gliders along the SORRENTO Ridge at altitudes of from 4,500 to 6,000 ‘fect. 
This was to be a night epe with the benefit of moonlight. 


a 


Te On about August 12 the NOCERA --S1RO uission was abandoned and the 
VOLTURNO River mission (later known as Giant I) was rssigmed. Thé VOLTURNO 
River mission called for sirultwmeous sir and sey landings on Dl Day. Spe- 
cifically, the mission as origina lly ^rprovc? wag 28 follows: 


te Lend from son and air under the covcr ied sarknoseson tho nizht of 
De1/D Day south of the VOLTURNO River, scizo, orconizo and defend Hill Mass 3 
(just outside of CAPUA) and prevent wovencnt of hostile: forces south across thc 


"e 
R88 Th Iso T ED 


ic 


George C. Melahn 505th PIR 


La ree TT SE gi t CA EE 


to 
te 
jo 
1-3 
loo 
[tH 
ICH 
|H3 
I 
Io 


VOLTURIO to:aris the MAPLES Arca, in order to assist the Fifth Army's at- 
tick of the VAPLAS Arca from the Southesst,! 


8. Meanwhile, on Ay,ust 19-21, the Division closed in the KAIROUAN Área, 


Sie" Ep August 22 the mission was changed to "seize, orgenize and defend a 
bridghead to include the Cait ELLO Area". (One prcht bn with attached engineers 
to demolish the river crossings near CaPUA,) 


10. The original combined air and sea assault in the VOLTURNO Ares con- 
templated the employment of four (4) LSTs and twenty 20) LOILs and 310 planes 
and 130 gliders, The Airborne force consisted of two prcht ROTs, Reinforced, 
and one glider fà bn, The seaborne force consisted cf one glider infantry RCT, 


ll. On sugust 23 the. VOLTURNO mission was broadened to include the des- 
truction of hi crossings over the VOLTURNO' from CaPUA to the sed. åt the same 
time it was ertained that the beaches in the vicinity of the mouth of the 
VOLTURNO were a suitable for landings, The seaborne effort wes thereupon re- 
duced to one bn of infantry, to one company of infentry, and then limited solely 
to a naval bombardment. 

12. The Division Commander was informed on August 24 that these elements 
of the Division nct to be employed in ths air asszult would be embarked end 
used as a floating reserve for the sry Commander. 


13. About August 24 the Division Commander was informed that it was con- 
templated using the 2nd Bn 509th Prcht Inf, in army reserve for drop missions 
on cell. Studies were made for the employment of this bn in the NOCERA, SaRNO, 
MINTURNO, end BaTTIPaGLIa Areas., Resupply by air fcr the VOLTURNO missicn was 
to be daily, automatic, ninety isnt. per day, until relieved by 10 Corps. 


Jg Meanwhile, all arrangements were made with the Navy for rcute, visual 
lights from ships ta Bs staticned along the rcute, radio directional beams, etc. 
As planned, the air assault would heve the benefit cf sufficient mconlight, beth 
in ane oan, insorer as tho trenspert planes were concerned. 


15, the nilosstion of cra dU co the seabcrne porticn cf the Division re-' 
mained the same. On august 27, Fifth army directed that loading be completed 
at BIZERTE by D-5. 


16. One week of joint training with TCC was scheduled. However, due to 
a number of factors, including (s) TCC's movement to new bases in SICILY, (b) 
lack of facilities for return of gliders aftcr landings, necessity for overhaul 
of planes and equipment pricr to departure missicn, etc., the training was 
neither particularly listic ner satisfactcry.e The main accomplishment was 


ras 
Lox 
the demonstration of the —- of the pathfinder radio homing device. 


l7. Complete and detailed air support, commencing on D-3 Day, was srranz- 
ed for jointly with the Troop Carrier Command. l 

l8. Plens for coordination with respcct to routes, timings, navigational 
aids, naval, and ground os use of pathfinder aircraft, establishment of 
airborne corridors, altitude for flight, use cf downward recognition lights etc., 


19. On September 1 the size cf the force fcr tho VOLTURNO mission was re- 
duced to two preht inf bns, a company of prcht snginsers, and a battery of 


glider AT guns. The missicn was restricted to the destruction of the crossinzs 
at CaPUA r 
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20. On September 2 the Division Commander was crally informed that the 
VOLTURNO mission was cancelled and that, instead, the Division would air land in 
the ROME Lues (known as Operation Giant. IIT), commencing on D-1 Day. The water- 
borne tace, which had meantime substantially conipleted loading at BIZERTE, was 
ordered tc discembork. The air cperiticn in the ROG Area was crdered for para- 
chute and air landings on GE nights, cn airfields adjacent to the city. 
21. On September 5, Fifth army directed thet the 2nd Battelion, 509th, be 
prepared for drcp missions on call at EBOLI, &VELLINO cr BENEVENTO, 


22. On Septomber 6 one IST and three LCI's were assigned te the Division 
for loading at BIZERTE, A Bn cf FA, one company cf infantry, three Anti-sircraft 
batteries, 4 detachment cf Enginesre, and four TD guns were loaded. These trocps, 
along with three LCI's Be 1th E jn, scliing from separate points, were 
to jojn the air assault at the mouth of the Ting River. Tho eir route, naviga- 
tional aids, etc., were Mad rea bd sted with tho Navy to fit the new. mission. 


23. On September 6 the Division CP opened at LICATA, SICILY, and on Sept- 
ember & all air combat clements of the Divisicn closed in SICILY, Take-cff 
ROME was ect for 1745 Septerber 8. 


£» 


24. On September 8, at 1650, crders were received postpcning the ROLE mis- 


25. On September 9 the ROME missicn was cancelled and crders issued to be 
prepared for Giant I, or a similiar cperation, on short notice. 


26. Meanwhile, the ono LST and the three LCIts had sailed from BIZERTE, On 
Army CUM acer they were diverted to the SORRZNTO Feninsule, 


27. The Division passed to Fifth army control on Septerber 9. On September 
12 orders were received directing that nd Battalion, 509th, drop in the AVZLLINO 


Area and thet Giant I bo exec ted in the ren northeast of NAPLES, both missions 
to be executed on the night of 9oeptonbor 12/13. To this, reply was made that the 


aVELLINO missicn could ve cxecuted on the nignt cf Sep stonber 15/16 and the Giant 
I mission in the CAPUA aroa cn September 14/15, thoro nc: ing no suitable DZ!s 
orthoast of Map SS, 


28. On Soptembor 13 the Division Commander was directed to execute Giant I 
in the CaPU area on call on cr after September 14/15, and to drep cne preht RCT 
near the beach south of tho SELZ Hiver in tho zone cf tho VI Corps cn tac night 
of the GE 


29. On September 13 tne 325th Glider Infantry, with ene bn, 504th Prcht inf, 
less transporteticn, cleared LIGATA in nine LOI's, destination SORRENTO Peninsula. 


30. On September 13 “rmy directed the executicn of the AVELLINO crop cn the 
night of September 14/15. 


31. On the night of September 13 the 504th Prcht Inf less one bn, with one: 
company cf prcht engineers attached, dropped near the becchos approximately six 
milos scuth of the SELE River in Puppart of the VI Cerps, 


32. ab 1400 on September 14 orders were 


received thet the aVLZLLINO mission 
(Giant III) and « repeat of the SELE River missi 


cn would be E 2 on that night. 


33. On the night cf September 14 the 2nd Bn, 509th, drcpped on AVELLINO in 
forty planes and ths 505th Brecht, Inf, with one company of Prcht Engincers at- 
yp VUE. 
tached, drcppod near the beach six miles scuth of the SLE River as rcinfcrcomont 


te the "vi Compe. 


* 
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3he For these missicns, reutes, timing tse of pecans ider aircreft, est- 
ablishment cf airbcrno ccrriders, altitudes, uso of dcwnward recognition lights 
Go, Were planned as set fourth subsequently, in the reer 

35. In ali three of the last-menticned drops, reutes, timings, cocrdina- 
tion with ground troops, navy, etc., were quickly and effectively arranged cni. 
short notices d 


36.. Dm, Soptomber 15 plans were set up.for a mevement cf glider trcops and 
>P k 


Divisicn He^dguartors and Divisicn.Spociel Trccps into the SELE River srca。 Gli- 
ders wero spotted and loaded. Hewever, cn September 16 orders were received sus- 


pending 211 glider Dogg a | orders were received directing 
that substantially all cf the moved to TERMINI for sea 
movement to ITALY. The movomon BIDIPNI was cemnenced. 


[o] 


:97. On Septembor 18 Division Hoa dquarbers and detachnents of Division 
Spocial Trc air landed in the PAESTUM arca, DL, There were no further air 
mcvomonbs, le remainder of whe Divisicn, less 1, 56th Preht Fa, nave been brought 
by sea to ITALY. ; 


B, SPECIFIC ME.SURES TAKEN TO COORDINATE ITH AiR, NAVAL AND GROUND FORCES 


cep 
Th 


1 
站 
ZA 


4s sot forth in annex Nc. 1, measures for cocrdination with air, naval and 

ground forces for the VOLTURNO Hiver mission were prescribed by Naar,  Howovor 
tho prevision of this plen were inapllicable tc the SELG Hivor missicn, and since f 
time was of the esscncc, Lt Gon Clark summoned Admiral Hewitt, Naval Commander 

d Maj, Gon Lucas, VI C Ocrps Commander and personally informed them that troop 
carrying planos would fly a prescribed ccurse at a cer te in time and directed that 
from 2100 until contrary orders were given by him, all enti aircraft guns on 

tho Salki NO would be Silenesd,. and barrage balleons taken Gan, . 


Lt Gon Clark directed Maj Geyer TCC anc Lt Col Yarbercugh, thon Fifth arny 
to meke a spot check to determine whether crews of ah guns on tho SaLERNO beach- 
ead had been informed of the bar cn firing. Every gun crew checked by these 
core had received order to suspend firing until further orders. 


o. ESTABLISHIENT F AIRBORNE CORRIDORS AND USE OF GUIDE SHIPS 


D 


Thore was no &irbcrne corridor prescribed for this operation and no guide 
ships were used to mark the route. 


Tn planning the VOLTURNO River mission, airborne corridors were sot forth 

and guido ships wore tc be stationed to mark the lane. These plans are set forth 

in detail in aNNEX Nu. 1. While the VOLTURNO zissicn wes still Se 8 re- 

| hearsal was held in which & ano Was ma ‘irked as set forth in AENZX Nu. l and flown 
by TCC units. The test run was highly successful. : 


D. MEANS EMPLOYED TO GUIDE AIRCRAFT TO DZ 


This phase of the operation was groatly facilitated by the fact that the 
drop was made behind fri enily lines. - Á 

The letter from Lt Gon Clark which was delivered tc Gen Ridgway ae 
the jumps to be mado set forth that the DZ would be marked with a white m 
penciled nòte indicated how it would be dene. The marking was actually accom 
lishee by formation of a T, cach leg 1/2 mile long, and cf issue gas cns, cub 
in helf and filled with sand permeated with gascline. These gas cans were laid 
out during daylight and cne man steed by cache. ht a prearranged signal all flares 

wore lit, and upon completion cf the erep they wore. extinguished by deousing. 
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In addition to those smudge-pots, Very signals were fired for the benefit 
of planos at the tail of tho formaticns. Those were of material assistance to 
- some pilcts. 


E. USE OF DOWNWARD RECOGNITION LIGHTS 


For downward roccgniticn, ambcr lights cn belly and wing tips cf each flight 
leaders! plane have been employod oy TCC since midsummcr. Ther were employed 
while flying over watcr on this missicn. 


F.. ALTITUDES DURING FLIGHTS 


Troop Carrier crews were brisfed tc fly bole» 1000 ft te DZ, Departure from 
t ` these orders was necessary boczuso cf lew clcud formations cneruntered enrcuto 
and due to hill masscs just scuth cf DZs. aircraft roturned tc bases at 
, altitudes of not less-than 6,000 ft. 
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SECTION III 


9 September 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR: A. C, of Se, G3, 
allied Force Headquarters. 


SUBJECT : Mission to ROME, 


lə In compliance with verbal orders from AFHQ = the Fifteen årmy Group, 
Brigadier General Maxwell D. Teylcr and Colonel HI, Gardener, 4.C., left 
Palermo for Rome at 0200 September 7 for the purpose of campleting arrangements 
in Italy for the execution of Oporation GIANT TWO, Transportation was by a 
British P,T. boat to Ustica Island where the party was transferred to a waiting 
‘Italian corvette. Rear Admiral Keugeri, Chief of Naval Intelligence received ` 
the American officers cn board 2nd remained with them until theiy arrival in Rome, 
The corvette put into GAMTA at 1950 where the party was quickly put in a Navy 
sedan, taken te the outskirts of town and transferred to a Red Cross ambulance. 
The trip up the Appian Way to Rore was uneventful. Few Germain trcops were seen 
and the visible defenses along the route were unimpressive, The party entered 
Rome just at nightfall and was taken to the Palazzo Caprara opposite the War 
Office (intersection of Ve Firenze ani V. 20 Scttombro) where accommodations had 
been prepared, 


2. Colonel Salbi, Chief of Staff to General Carboni, the General's Aide, 
Lt, Lanza and Major Marchesi received the officers. No conferences haa been 
scheculed for that evening but, at the insistence of the Americans, interviews 
were hastily arranged with General Garbeni, Commanding the Army Corps about Kone 
(concurrently Chief cf Intelligence since August 20) and General Rossi, Deputy 
Chief of the Supreme General Staff, For reascns shown subsequently the inter- 
view with Hossi did not take place, 


3. Interview with General Carbcni, 


General Carboni arrived at 2130, He immediately launched upon an expose 
of his views of the military situation in the Rome area, Since the fall cf 
Mussolini (ne said), the Germans hai been bringing in men and supplies thru the 
Brenner Pass and also thru Resia and Tarvisio, with the result that their ferces 
near Rome had greatly increased. There were now 12,000 Gurmans principally 
parachutists in the valley of the Tiber whe have heavy equipment including 100 
picces of artillery, principally 88s, The Panzer Grenacier Division had been 
raised to an effective strength of 24,000 men TUM 50 lizht and 150 heavy tanks. 
In the meantime the Germans hac ceased to supply the Italians with gas and 
munitions so that their divisicns were virtually immobilized and had only enough 
ammunition for a few hours of combate General Carbcni's estimate of the 
situation was as follows: 

If the Italians declare an armistice, the Germans will cccupy Rone 
and the Italians can do little to prevent it. The simultanecus arrival of d. Si 
airborne troops would only provoke the Germans tc mere drastic action, Further- 
more the Italians would be unable to securo the airfields, ccver the assembly 
and provide the desired loristic^l sid to the nirb-orne trocps, If it must be 
assumed that an Allied seabcrne laniing is inpcssivle Nerth of Heme, then the 
only hope of saving the cyit : is te avoid “vert acts against the Germans and 
await the effect of tho Allie? attacks in the Zon, He stated that he knew that 
the Allied landings would be at Salerno, which w:s too far away to aid.directly 
in the defence of Romes, Ho stuted that General icsctta shared his views, . 


E 
h. It was ME HN to the argricin cfficers that regardless of the sownd- 
ness of General c ese Ine orks pun ana ue cy he s n ed an ae 


TWC. General Taylor j mare Sg " the ey e» 3 an immsciate inberten with | 
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Marshal Badoglio to permit S230 Carboni to present his recommendations 
. and receive the decision of the Head of the State. The interview was re- 
quested and granted. 

5, The delegation reached Marshal Badoglio's private villa at about 
midnight, where the household was awake as the result of an air alarm. 
General Carboni was received at once by the Marshal while the American 

officers waited in tho antichamber o bs about fifteen minutes they were 
admitted and greeted cordially by the Marshal. Throughout the ensving in- 
tervicw he made frequent us SM of his friendship for the Allies and his 
desire to enter into effective cooperation. 


6. Interview with Marshal Badoglio. 


General Taylor explains a as A 
Carboni had raised quostions so grave tha the immediate decision of the 
Head of the State was required. “las Marshal Badoglio in accord with General 
Carboni in considering an immediate srmistice and the reception of airborne 
troops impossible of execution? The Marshal replied that he agreed with 
Carboni and repeated much the same argunentss Goneral Taylor asked if he 
realized how deeply his government was committed by the agreoments entered 
into by the Castellano mission. He ropliod that tho situation had changed 
and that General Castellano had not known all the facts. The only result, 
of an immediate armistice would be a Gerran supported Fascist government in 
Rome. He was asked if ho feared the possible occupation of Romo by the 
Germans more than the renewed attacks of the Alliod Air Forces which would 
certainly como if he rejected the armistice. He answered with considerable 
emotion trat he hoped tne Allies would not attack their friends who were 
only awaiting the right moment to join forces. If any bombing is to be done 
let it be on the Northern rail centers serving the German troops. 


ate visit, saying that General 
4 
WI 


In reply to the question as to how he expected the Allied Chiefs to 
react to these charges he expressed the hope that General Taylor would re- 
"turn and explain the sitvatione The latter declined to accept any re- 
sponsibility for the Italian —— o of the situation but offered to 
act as a messenger if so instructed by the Allied authorities. The urgent 
business was to send to ÀAlgiers a definite statement of the Italian views 
over Badoglio's own signatures ; 


opesal and drafted the message which is 
appended as Inclosure 1. General Taylor prepared another message at the 
same time (Inclosure 2) reo MM ccs ellation of GIANT TWO and re- 
questing instructions for himssif and Colonel Gardiner. The visitors with- 
drew and returned to the SSES, Capràra where the two messages were turned 
over to General Carboni for transmission. At 0800 the next morning, word 
was received of their reception in Algiers. 

à 


7。 The Marshal accepted this pr 


Be in order tO tmu & clearer picture of the local sitvation, 
General.Tgmylor with the concurrence of General Carboni and Colonel Gardinor 
sent off tho message attached as Inclosure 3. At 1135, as no acknowledge- 
mont of the message recommending tho cancellation of GIANT TiC had beon re 
ceived, the code phrase "Situation Innocuous" (Inciosure 4) was sent off. 
This had not been sent initially as its uso ned been reserved for tho case of 
an Italian refusal to transmit a request for c Tu PUR It was used in 
this instance to save tima as tha encoding of longer messages was taking as 
much as three hours. 


rag 


9. The Italians showed great concern cver the possible reaction of tho 
Allied Chiefs to their reversal of position on the armistice. The Amorican 
officers reinforced thoir appródonsion by emphasizing the gravity of the 
Situation in which the Badog lio government found itself. The Italians re- 
peatedly urged the American offisers to rottrn and plead their case whereas 
the latter declined to be anything othor than messcngerse It was thon de=- 
cided that some senior officer should r« oturn with the Americans, The rame 
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cf General Rcatta was first prcpcsed then mith drom as, he-was considcred 
indispensible in Ccaling with the Germans, (Te had been military attache 
tc Germany.) Gencral Rossi, Deputy Chicf of the Supreme Genorcl Staff, was 
eventually selected and messege No. dı (Incicsure 5) was dispatched. 


JO, The american cfficcrs expresscc a a m sce Genc: al ámbrosio, 

Chicf of the Supreme Gencral Staff whe was rcoortod to be cut cf the city, 
x intcrvicy was arranged es for 1030 s never took solace as the 

cfficers were oréercd back tc Tunis by 2 message arriving ebout 1500. Als 

en no outhorizcticn for their visit hoc been received, General Rossi 
and Bb. Tagliavis (interpreter) jJeinca the ume rican officers whe were again. 
put in an ambulance and Criven t^ tho Centocelle airficle, The party took ' 
off ct 1705 in 2 tri-notor Sov: inslerchotti borbor which flew straight to ` 

i EL &loina, Tunis, aprivine at 1605, The officcrs were driven from here to 
"Fairfield" whe re tho Joneriecns reported to the Commander in Chi f. 


deene ter 


While the Castellano mission wes committing the Bedoplio govern- 
ment tc active military csopersticn, the Germans werc builcing up their 
strength in the Rome ares and throttling the flor cf muniticns anc ge.sc line 
to tho Italian trccps, .Ithzugh their fear of the Germans was moutting 
daily, the Italian leaders lliwed themselves te become docply com titted 
tc thc 4llics in the bclicf (sc they soic) tht the mojor landings would bc 
near Romce By the time General Taylor and Coloncl Cerdincr arrived, this 
illusicn was dispelloct. ond the Italic ns knew for certain that Vi. CHE 
weuld strike in the Salorno arca. While this precuccd a prcfcunc pc ssimism 
anc a realigetion of their ever ccmaitments, they wore cllewing metters tc 
drag withcut redefining: clearly thcir positim tc the Allics, The arrival 
cf tho American officers, their insistence on the aimminenee of events and 
the impc De Bee of ection brought mottcrs to a head and stopped an operation 
(GL.NT TUO) which was neer being launched into a situation which invited 
cisastcr, aay 


faye/ WOE D. TLYIOR 
Brigadier General, 
USER 


/s/t/ J.T, GARDINER 
Ccloncl, army air Forccs, 


allied Commander in Chief 


|n c'piu passible &cccttzzicno immediate 
'ehercboec occupazione capitale ed as ssunzic nc 

i E. Opcrazicne Giant Twe ncn piu pcssiblc 

percho ! forze por garantire campi anezionc. I1 gencralo tyler 

G (ais socnibile per riontrorc in Sicilia per proscntaro veduto dcl governo cé 

obtcnce ordini, 


zione dotcrwminatosi in dislecazions et cntita! 


Bacorlio, 


Translatien 
: o tO change hc situction brought about by the disposition and 
pe n of thc poe orecs in the Rone aren, it ig no lonccr possible to 
agecot an immediate aie es this could provoke the occupation of thc 
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eapital and tho violonut assumption of tho governmont by tho Germans. Operas 
tion GIANT TWO is no lougor possible bocauso of lack of forces to guarantee 
tho airfieldss  Gonoral Taylor is available to return to Sicily to present 
tho views-of tho goverment aud amit ordorse T 
Incloguro 2 
Messaga Mo. L | 8 September 
& : p 


In viow of the statement cf Marshal Badoglio as to imbility to declare > 
armistice on Lo guirantoo fields GIANT TWO is iipossible. Reasons given for 
change are irreplaceable lack of gascline and mane tops ad now Gorran dis- 
positionse Badoglio recuests Taylor rcturn to orosont government viowo, 

Taylor and Gardinor awaiting instructions, Acknewlodges 


D 


Tayler Time signe? 0121 
Fi ue Inclosure 3 


Mossago Noe 2 ^" - : SR 8 Sapte arbor 

Surmary of situntion as stated by Italinn avthoritios. Germans kavo 
12,000 trocps in Tibor Yalloye Pangor Gremeisr Division increased by attach 
monts to 24,000. Gormans bavo stopped supply gasoline and muniticns so that 
Italian Divisicns virtuiliy immobilized and havo munitions only for o fow hours 
of combate Shortazos nako iurosciblo tho succosaful defonso cf Rome and tho. 
provieicn cf logistical aid promised airborne troops, Latter not wanted to pro- 
sent as their arrival would bring an immediate Ree on Rome. Source of theso 
vaaws Marshal Badoglio and Genoral Carbonio : 


y s ^s Taylor 


Inclosure 4 


Mossazo Noe 3 NES 8 September 
Situation innocuous, ` | 
Taylor ^ ^ Timo signed 1135 
Inclosure 5 
In case Taylor is ordered to roturn ta Sicily, av ee at Rome desire 
to send with him the Deputy Chief of the Suprome General Staff, Goneral Rossi, 


to clarify issucse Is this visit authorizod? 


Taylor Tine signed 1140 
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(Book by Alfred Viagg and David Brown, published in 1943 by Nicholson & Watson, 
26 Manchester Square, London, W. I.) ` i 


AMERICANS IN ROME 
By David Brown d 


ZS Chepter 18 S cO 
— 一 一 一 一 一 -一 P J 
That fateful message of September 8th, on the. very evo cf. attack, was ` 


cne of the last links in a series cf episedes which are Te ameng the most 
ama zing and rcméntic of the entire war. 


E Prime Minister Dän apen Churchill ‘lifted a ecrner cf the curtain cn these RK 
a events in the ccurse cf the briilient review of the war ho gave to the House cf = 
Commons cn September 21st. 


E "o offered and prepered tc lend sn Americen eirbcrne civisicn in Remo at 

éi the same time as the ica was declared." the Primo Minister told the Hcuse, 
"in corder to fight ee tie Uc aermoured civisicns which were massed cutside it to 
[s help the Italians, but cuiag te tho German investment of the Home airfields which 


tock place in the last day cr two befcre the announcement cf the Armistice, of a 
which investment the Italian Gwvernment warned us, i$ was nct possible te carry 
s out this part cf the plan, which wos, I think, a pretty caring plan -(choers)- to S 
i cast this p werful force BS in Reme in ecnditicns which no cne ceuld.measurey， m 
bs which might have led tc its ccmplete destructicn, but we wore quite ready tc de "ul 
it it.. But at the lest moment the war ming SC "Ihe airfields are nct in cur cen- fe 


e TW 
The Et cf that projected airberne invasicn dates back tc the final stages 
of the armistice negctiaticns,. Castellano had stated cn behalf cf the Italian 
: Government that with the considerable forces cf Germans then in Italy the Italian 
Gcvernnen? could n^t crnsider itself a free agency. The capital was almcst. 
cerbein to be. invested by Gerran treeps when the allied attack began, the scat of 
power wculd fail into German hands und the Government would bo rcunded up, Hcw- 
ever, said the Italians, if the allies cculd lend airbcrne trecps at Reme they 
Dër? felt thet, with the divisicns they had available in the Mme area, sufficient com- 
bined strength cculd be mustered to teke immediate contrél of the Italian capital, 


D. After ccnsidersble discussien and exeminaticn of the strategic situaticn, : 
; the Allies agreed tc meke the attempt. an airbcrne cperaticn was already in prep- - 
aration which wculd have &rcpped american poretrcops, (n the night cf the first | 
assault, in the valley cf tho Velturno River, above Naples - a natural defensive 
Gieres: which the 5th arny finally crossoc successfully in mid-Oct<« ber in their 
push Nerth frem Naples tc Rome. 


` 


xA Brigadier- General Mexwcll Tayler, Seccnd in Ccmmand cf all american Airborne 
Divisions, was cne of several airb rne trccp cfficers hastily summcned tc Sicily 
four deys befcre "D-day", the day cf tho sttack. That was on Sunday, September 
5th. The Italians had romeinc? et Cessibile since signing the Armistice twc days 
before, and cn reaching advanced Headquarters, Taylor and the «thers were called 
E into consultaticn with. them anc with the allied commanders. Tacy were presonted 
RE with a completely new airborne plan. The airberne effcrt was tc be diverted from 
iE the Vi.lturno valley to tho airfields in the Hcme area. It looked end was an ex- 
d _ tremely hazarceus and ambiticus undertaking. j j 


Working cut tho details cf such an cperaticn orcinarily takes between three 


er: and four woeks, The decisicn tc-undertake it-was made at an all-night sessicn 
2 Welt SE 
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at Cassibile with the Italians and allied ccmmanders, the plan was approved by ' 
General Aloxander, and the airbcrne ecmmenders were asked te de it in forty-eight 
hours. It was already the morning cf the 6th, and there was tc be nc putting-cff 
ef ‘the SE attack which was tc cccur cn the bc of the 8th. 


Briefly, the plan called fcr parachute crops. en several aercdremes north of 
Reme, from which the paratrecpers would move rapidly to the cutskirts of the city 
where ot specified pcints the ~talians wore to have piled necessary supplies cf 
muniticns, guns and ether supplies, and tc have waiting lorries and extra stores 
of petrol, With the assistance ef the Italian battalions in the area it was 
figured out that by tho frlicwing evening BE parz2chute trocps would have held 
control ef three more airfields contigucus to Hume. and by the third Mes us they 
would have complotec tho capture of i. the RS elds in the Rome area and as- 
semble’ with their Italian allies insico the city and on its cutskirts in suffic- 

ient strength and with sufficiently gccd defensive dispositions to nolà it against 
any German ccunter-attacks. 


a "A 


Neither Ta; yic or nor his supericr cfficers were wholly satisfied, however, 
that the help they pow to get from the Italians was of a responsible scrt, to be 
fully depended cn. hey were planning to risk an entire divisicn cf specially 
selected men, the me and mest carefully trained soldiers in the American army. 

i Without absolute certainty of support when they had mate their drops, the plan 
would fail. And'thacslightest false move by the Italians in making their prep- 
araticns fcr assistance weulc, naturally, have betrayed the scheme to the 
Germans, and the division wculd fall inte a trap where TEM would E bly be 
annihilated., 


Takin stock of the project after the all-night ciscussicns, it was felt 
that semecne should go to Rome to look the situaticn cver and make absolutely 
certain cf the arrangements there. General Tayler himself was selected t^ g^, and 
to acc: mpeny him the choice fell cn Cclonel uiiliam Tuccr Gardiner, cf the U.S. 
Army sir Force. The nirbcrne cperaticn, h-wever, was airoacy cefinitely schedul- 
: ed to cccur, and General alexander would not permit the two cfficers to start 
= cff on their mission until twenty-fcur hours before it was to become operative. 
The reason fcr his strangc-sceming prchibiticn was a simple cne, Tayler and 
Gardiner were going t^ run eno rmcus risks. If they wero captured too long bofcre ~ 
the zero hcur, the plan might bec-me revealed te the Germans in time for them to 
take quick, effective ccunter-measures ana an entire civisicn might be lost. By 
limiting the time cf their exposure to capture within Italy, this risk was cut 
dewn to a minimum which weuld still allem the zirbcorne cpersticon a chance te 
succeed, : ! 


pe 


s 


Taylor ane Gardiner set (ff from Cassibile thet same morning, September 6th, 
but they went only as far as Palerme, where they stayed "usce in the villa 
cf the Allied Naval Commander. Meantime, the Italians back at Cassibilc were 
wcrking the suitcásc-sct radic channel fer all it was we rta making arrsngements 
Ger their E recepti-n in Reme. 


Taylor and Gardiner had known each cther rnly slightly befcre they set off 
cn their great adventure together. But they teck an instant liking tc each other 
: an? worker, together well. Tayler, a brigadticr-genernl at 42, is the perfect type 
ES cf the young, alert, aggressive, professicn 1 military man. Slim, tanned and hane- 
some in the jumperlike uniform of the American parachute scldior falling over 
the tops cf his high-laced.bects, he e corps ctelite that comprises 
D the parachute divisions cf the U.S. army. He r . his appcintment to West 
His riso as a prcfessicnal soldicr of 


Point from Kansas City, Miss-uri, his heme. E 

da D a 
courage and judgment has Don rapid, Just bef ro tano start cf the war he was a 
captain, serving in the fer Sst. 


` Cclonel Gardiner was 53, cleven years Ta gicr's senicr. A product cf Harvard, 
SA ; : : 
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veteran cf the last war, and a lewyer--spcrtsman, he hac served for a term as 
Gevernor of his native Stato cf Haine, where his home town —Gardiner, Maine- had 
been named after his family. Garciner's law practice after he left tho Geverncr- 
ship was in New York City, anc he hac Llearne to fly an acroplane at the age cf 

d A D dt 
48 sc he cculà travel quickly between Maine ¿n4 New York. 


The two cfficers grt as much rest as they ccula at Palermo: Taylor had been 
up all the night befcre, and beth cf thon were m e &wakenoc et 2 a.m. cn the 
mcrning ef tho 7th to sot cut for Reme, 

In the pitch blackness «sf four c'cicck in the mcn they went aboar a 
British P.T. beat which was to take thom cn See first stage cf their jcurney。 
Lines were cast cff anc the brat moved slowly v first, | gaining Speo as it left 
the harbor and finally moving with its M rearing at full speea .a5 it headed 
thrcugh tho Gi for the tiny island of Ustica, forty miles abeve the ncrth- 
western corner cf Sicily. 


They rcached Ustica at daybreak. b rentezveus bo: been arranged for them 
there with an Italian ecrvettc, and she appoare? right cn the drt. abcard hor was 
Admiral Maugeri, cne of the t-p-ranking -rficers cf tne Italian Navy, whe hac 
ccme tc sco them safely cn their way and played hcst tc them curing the lcng day's 
vcyage across the Tyrrhenian Sea to tho Italien mainland. 


The two cfficers were going intc what wes te all intents and purpeses a hos- 
tile country. Ne word had been breathec cf the signing of the armistice Terms. 
The Germans in Italy were expecting things to happen anc hac been fully siertei, 
In Rome, their destinaticn, especially wculó they be putting their necks in the 
lien's meuth, They had ciscusse^ at length the question cf ccncoalment and had. 
decided finally tc wear their unifcrms. This would render them technically safe 
from shc ting as spics if they were caught. 


"But we weren't under any illusicns about the kins cf es 2 ent we'd get if 
the Germans cid nab us," General dedi: tola me later, "It had been arranged that 
if any questions were asked when we were first taken ashcre we were tc be des- - 
cribed as american aviaters who had been shct gown in the Mediterranean, and picked 
up by the ccrvotte as prisoners," 


The questicn cf arms had alse been discusse and both cfficers had cecided 
to carry them. Gardiner had a regular Service Pist. 1, a Colt .45. General Taylor 
carricd a small Italian Beretti pistol he hat pickec up frcm an Italian priscner 


S 
in Sicily, and which he preferred t: the pe ees iho arms, with their uni- 
forms, improved their legitimacy cf their statu mbatant scldiers as opposed 
te spies, and were comfcrting to feel bcuncing Lightly against their hips. 


em 


"Uo were the first Allied armed Frees to enter Reme," Tayler smilingly seng 
afterwarcs. 


The day passec pleasantly sncugh abcare the ccrvotte.  &miral Maugeri cx- 
tented himself tc make their 200-mile trip ecmfrrtable. Food and wine were plonti- 
ful, end gccd. The weather was perfect and tho sea calm. They spent mst cf the 
bins cn deck talking. Late in the aftern cn the Itelian coast ceme into sight and 
abcut 6:30 in the evening they pulled inte their prt and tied up at a naval 
deck. This was at Gaeta, ncrth aleng tho west const cf Italy from Naples, and 
ab:ut seventy-five miles below Reme. 


The two americans came cwn the -N -n to Italian scil under the close: 
watch cf an Italian guard placet cver them t curry -ut the pretence that they were 
captured aviators. They hac jammed their caps cut cf sight into their pockets. 
Their hair was Cishevellec, their necktics awry, their ccats unbuttcnec, and al- 
together they gave a very gren reprosenbaticn cf priscners cf war who ha^ been re- 


E 
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ceiving none too gentle handling. The ec | standing arcund the dockside may Be 


have remarked that the american priscners were getting a tasto ci real Italian 
toughness. 


The car spec quickly away from the cocks and drove without stopping about two 
miles outside the town cf Gaeta, where it turned intc a small side read, « little 
way up this read, nidcen from the main highway, was waiting a small vehicle, " 
about the size anc appearance cf the delivery trucks used by flrrists cr grocers, 
with frosted—glass windows letting light inte the intericr and permitting the 
cecupants to Leck cut. Tayler and Gurdiner hepped cut cf their car and scrambled 
quickly into the back of the truck. 


L. Li ern 


> site read an? started up the appian Vay towards 
Rome. The two ee nef lected on the perfection cf the arrangements anc the 
excellence of the timing Cape by the Italians in the bit cf intrigue they 
were new in the micst * if the Italian army had enly been able te shcw such ex- 
cellent organizaticn ani perfe 


mance, wnat might it not have acccmplished, 


d 


Th ley watched interestecly through the glass as they spe? cn towards Remes : 
They note’ that between Gaeta and the Italian capital nc extensive defensive pre- Ce 
cauticns had been taken. They ceunten c cnly six read-blecks ger the seventy-five 
mile stretch. They kept their eyes peeled f-r German troops but spottet only 
four uniformed German sclciers in tho whole jeurney.  Hewever, along beth sites 
cf the Appinn Way there were neatly lettere signs in Merman printing tc German 
military units concentrated at pol ints cff the main highway, up the side reads. 
Civilian traffic on the sppien Way was surprisingly heavy; apparently petrcl res- 
trictions were nct tco severe, i 

Just at nightfall they entered Rem Their little truck drove through the 
wide streets to the Palazzo Caprara and ee cutsice a hendsome stone building 
just cpposite the Italian War Office. Tt was usoj ss an adjunct to the War Office 
and housed the cffices cf sime cf tho Itolisn army's senisr headquarter's sta ffs. 
It was to be Taylor's and Gordiner!s hie Ut. 


They dropped cut cf the back (f the truck and scuttled across the sidewalk 
inte the building, holding their trench ccats closed and with their collars pulled 

up to conceal as much as thoy could ijuorican uniferms. Inside, they 
found that every effert had been m vide them with cemfortable quarters. 

The eombinaticn cf the fine cld Ital n anc the ingenuity cf the Italian 
officers charged with lcoking after the Li d, previder them with magnif- 

icence which contrestuc. startlingly the fie sat cr rude billets they had 

been inhabiting in Sicily, lws bage «flicés on the second flicr had been con- 

verted into bedrcons fcr them. Thea were magni cas, beautifully panelled 

in cark wood, with fine clà Italian esrvings. adjoining were great bathrooms, with {4 
mirrcrs, silver anc marble SE luxuri-us rugs. They gasped at the eudien- 
ness cf the contrast. + cay bof Ao hac been sleeping cn canvas cots in dusty, 
mcsquitc-infostoc fields, sha | and bathing with cold water cut of an cla five- 

gallen petrci tin. 


Every precauticn had been taken to guard their secrecy. The shutters cf their 
rooms had been tightly closed, armed Italian sesir on guard at the far end cf 

the ccrricer not only protected their recms, but bl«cked rff the whcle wing of the 
building in which they wore lccated. i 


Taylor and G.rdiner were rocoive? by the Chief ^f Staff and aide to General 
Carbeni, who commanced all Thee troops in tho Rome area, They had arranged a 
lavish dinner for the sierici n cuests. Tebles were lain in their apartments with 
gleaming white linen, shining silvervare and flewors. Soup, Jet mignon, fresh 
fine wines vere brought out fcr 


EI 


vegetables, dessert, fruit and an ess /rtmont ^ 
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. the hungry americans who had seen ncthing except army field rations for weeks. 


"They certainly shewed no signs cf having a food shortage in Rome", Taylor 
said. T 

The two Italien cfficers were ecmpletely unaware, as were 211 the cther 
Italians with whom they came into contact, cf the imminence of the Allied mili- 
tary apoE tet. they wanted to make an cccasicn cf the cinner, and sit arcund 
afterwards and be hosts to the Americans for a social evening, No arrangements 
hac. been made for conferencos with senior military cffiears, Tomorrcw would be 
soon enough to get down tc business, the Italians said. Meantime, have some more 
wine. 


Gardiner and Tayler were appalled at this lack cf preparaticn. It was al- 
ready Tuesday night. The armist:.ce was to be proclaimed to the world on Wednes- 
day evening, less than twenty-fcur heurs later, and the allies were to land at 
Salerno in the early hours cf Thursdsy morning, The airbcrne cperation with 
which they were specifically concerned was tc take place seme six hours earlier 
than the landings, Only thirty hcurs away their paratrcops wculà be dropping on 
the Rome airficlds, and instead cf talks with the Italian commander they were 
béing offered more wine. 


They insisted on seeing tho Italian General immediately. They cculd not 
reveal the rgascn for their pressing haste, but their urgency was apparent 
encugh, and after a few more attempts to dissuade them anc settle drwn to a 
pleasant evening cf relaxaticn, the Italians sent werd to General Carboni. He 
arrived after a short delay, and the americans plunged at neo into tho question 
cf the airborne landing. 


Immediately they got their first rude shock. General Carboni teck a most 
pessimistic view of Pus whole situaticn,. Numbers cf fresh German E had been 
moved into the Reme area since the srmistice negctiaticns had got under way, and 
the probiem locked far mere difficult if nct impossible. He thought that any 
anncuncamont of the armistice just then would be highly undesirable and would 
result in the immediate «ccupaticn of Home by the Germans, The airbcrne cpera- 
tion, he said flatly, would be disastrcus, 


Tayler and Gardiner pressed him for reascns. Why cid he feel the operation 
couldn't succeed? Carbeni said the new German units had taken control cf the 
airfields which were tc be their cbjoctivos. 


His Reme troops, which were tc have been erunted on fer help, were in an al- 

most defonseless condition. The Ucrmans had been keeping a clese grip cn sup- 
‘plies cf ammunition and fuel in the aroa and deling it out to the Italian army 
in the smallest possible rations. His soldiers had cnly encugh ammunition for a 
Zog hours of combat, They had almest nó petrol to ensure their Sept Eur. They 
could not put their hands cn the supplies needed to provide hidden stockpiles 

for the american parachute division. The Germans were alert, suspicious. They 
woulda come in anc slaughter both his Italian scldiers and the Americans drcpping 
from the skics. : : 


The two Americans were alarme? by Carbcni's pessimistic pcint ^f view. Their 
responsibility was a heavy cne. Knowing how no felt, they believed that his cc- 
cperaticn in the agreed plan- if they insisted on carrying it through- would be 
highly doubtful. The evening was passing f- ; every minute was vital if they 
were eventually to stop the airbcrne cperati a way to settle the mat- 
tor finally, they decided, was to see the e Italian Governm eae They ` 
asked tc be taken tc Marshal Badoglio at cnce, ; 


` 


The Italians cemurrec. It was late, The Marshal was an ole man, and cculd 
° 3 
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not be cisturbed, The ride throuzh the streets was long an3 risky. Tomorrew 
wculd do just as well; put cff the meeting uutil the morning, and they wculd be 
taken tc sce Badoglic 


But the americans insisto^. They coulà picture the airbcrne scldiers pre- 
paring to hep cff the next afternoon, perhaps to drop into certain ‘cath. This 
was nc time*for inaction or the finer courtesies., They refused to be put off un- 
til the next cay, and under their insistent demands Carboni finally agreed to tak 
them to Badeglio's heme. i 


They came down inte the carkened street anc climbed with Carboni into his 
private limousine, They had put their trench ccats on over their uniforms and 
set well back in the darkness of the tenneau. Several times they were stopped by 

entries, but their danger cn this ride seemed less because cf the blackcut and 
the presence of Canoe When their car was halte? by a sentry they remained sit 
ting back as fer as they ccul in the “arkness while General Carb-ni leaned fore 
ward into the pool of light cest by the sentry's terch and with a word got the 
car cleared past the barrier. eo tines the sentries were German. Carboni's 
uniform and Italian cfficer's cap wculc come inte view at the car wincow and the 
sentry, noting the insignia of his Ems rank, would refrain from flashing his 
tcrch insice the car. 


Neither Taylor nor Gardiner felt any real chill -f fear. They knew they wei 
running a creat risk, but it was only tho reacticn cf ie Ttelians abcut them 
while they were in kone that bruet heme t^ them fully the danger of their pose 
ition. The Italians were terriiici of tae Yeruens generally, end these whose 
job it was to help the two anmerizan officers along were afraid fcr their skins, 
They knew it would be all up with them if they were caught in the company of the WS 
two american officers, Having nc real personal knowledge ^f how tight the 
German grip was in Romo, Gartner and Taylor b:skec in the valour cf igncerance. 

Their only measure cf the perilwusness of their situation they cbtaincz in the 
reflection cf the behavicr of these arcunc them, 


There was an &ireraiá alert on as they moved tnrcuzh the carkeneaQ streets. 
Military targets in Rome had elreaty been subjected to twe raids by the allied 
Air Forces, and the inhabitants were jittery. The rice lasteJ fer about twenty 
minutes, and the car pulled up befcre Marshal Badoglio! s impressive vill It 
was already after micnight but the whole housohcld was up in pyjamas and ies 
ingegewns cwing to tho alert, 


Leeving them seated in the car, Carbeni rang and was admitted te the darken- 
ed house. He spent fiftecn minutes insite talking with Badoglio. Then he came 
out and invited Gardiner and Tayler to enter and jcin Marshal Badcglio in his 
stucy. 


BADOGLIO HESITATES 
By David Brown 


Chapter 19 


The great entrance hall of SE impressive mccern ville Was briiliasnt- 
ly lighted behind its blackout curtains, and the americans blinked a little until 
their eyes became accustomed to the light, They had a few moments to glance 
arcund before they were ushered in. There were great halls of white marble, deep 
soft, luxurious rugs, marble nymphs and other statuary advantagecusly placed in 
the halls and staircase, lovely paintings, anc the mst mocern type cf private 
elevators leacing to the upper flecrs. The furniture was medern and costly. 
Badoglic!s expensive new villa had been the subject cf much comment in Rome, pole 
itical and ctherwise, whon it had ‘been built shortly after his return from the 
.BEtnicpian- ware 
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..,, Lhe W irshal WAS WA z for them in his. study... Like the rest cf the house- 
hold, he had. been i the air-raid alarm, and wes wearing pyjamas and 3 ， 
CI. robe. . He ss em o rdially end maie somè reference to the alert, 


UEM 


inca ‘ting Dis "Ge E een. 


"I thou ght tharo were tc be no, moro, bombings cf Rome, he said ta thom, re-. 
presehfutly," 2 SCA 


žno] with SS sani momentces sf. 
the emerius officers knew French, theugh 
conver sat use. So Buceglio and 
Gardiner te ole unc as the discussicn prc- 
26A, shorb intervie 


‘They tack cs seat 
Badeglic's “leng mi 
their Tislion vas r 


a cn It turned 


Brigatier-General 1 ae the spokesman f r the americans, and plunge 
right into the hear boi’ the Marshel now dier they were 
that Carboni, felt i 

cirb. ;rne plan was, 


Badcgli^ replied that ho are perfectly with General Carb ni. 


“The two’ americans had meanwhile peri 
first sn? mst striking impression they rece 

sau him as an cld man, alreacy growing weak, 
cnporin;g him mentaliy witi Karshėl Petain. 
Ja hung With reminders cf e briltiant 


es 


military 
er for Lhirte 
ind ex» erienoe 
S 


ot streng 


h Paalis had already been a soldu 
lor. wes born. Badoplio had the wisdom : 
ered if he still E tribut 


[0] 
EX) 
ct 


He gave then his estimate of CS situctien, which ee loPRe E a 
reiteration of General Carbo! a Ee pointed out that because of the 

new Gorman dispositions ne lacked : cient forces to guarantee holding the. ` : 
airfields, The Gcomens had, : us Ware of the negotiations. 
that had been going on, sub following li: “nall they had feared NS 
what course [oly s be ke, end hd been sending yee reinforcenents into 
thé country. ` ‘hove werd tirs Pu. c rrinin divisions in Italy. 


Purethent ically one of German r 
her ‘diplomatic staff within ivel] Dom 
of course, that something was Eg a 
She: had taken steps other’ Aan militery ones 
and ‘replacements to: break up what she fonrcd m mi; 
ir oS SC > 


ad been the shifting of 
f Fascism. She had sensed, 
idn!i knoow what or whens 
She had made wholesale changes 
ght be harmful It&lc-Gormsn 

no ; Í euse tho touzhness ¿nd alert- e 
MESS Gi er diplomatic and intellig neue stuffs iid it^ dy She didn't want 
Usage, carelossno 85, cr long-standing friendships to interfere with their 
keeness and alertness in a ‘crisis. But by ao doing sae’ nad broken many “long= 
developed channels of information through which she might have been able to ‘get 
avhint of otiations at Lisben, Germany's an manner cf keeping up hor 
against her Ally had ccst her the pessibility of t 
vance warning cf the surrender. 


E 
L- 
E 

v 


o made it plain that he not only thought e orne plan cculdn't ` 
do, “et p he wanted the anncuncemunt cf the Àrristice put cff. 

Tay fod "gutes pointed m to bim the situation in whieh Italy found ñer- 
sclf- a British army advancing up from the scuth, her railrcads and lines o 
communication devastated by allied cir raids, which wore increasing daily in | 
pcwor and would continue tc increase ss long as tho Germ: ins eine? fu Iualy g 
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and the Italians failed to come in on the Allied side. Which was the more to be 
feared by Italy, the Germans or the allied air Force, backed up by one army al- 
ready landed on the mainland and ancther one coming? Taylor pointed out the like- 
ly effect on Italy if she repudiated the agreements entered into by her ac- 
credited representatives in Lisbon and solemnly signed in Sicily only three days 
before. He did not think that Italy desired to, or could, repudiate those under- 
takings. 


Almost with tears in his eyes the old Marshal renewed his protestations of | 
friendshio for the ies, 411 he wanted, he said, was a delay. He couldn't 
belicve that the allies would turn against friends who were only waiting for a 
"propitious moment" to join ands. Joe alil. the V p Italians, that thi 
assault at Salerno was scheduled for the Zeie wight, and that the invasion 
fleet was already on the Medite.rénean, he & Teylor to | em to General 

: Eisenhower and explain tno sivuation as he saw it. stressing his (Badoglio! s) 
complete desire to cooperate, ous P 89119. ; the unsuitability of condition: 
at that moment for putting their pans lute eflec Ue i 


Badog plos like the rest, wag 
taliaticn. Rome was the srux of 
Germens coming in and i 
world. It was the seat 
terests and the source 
long conturios of its aacient glor 
than Ital; idend E i conta mor 


essed with all-prevading fear of German re- 
PEE. They could not contemplate the 
proving it, It was the center of their 
HAS Dimes, of all their vested in- 
al and military power, Through the 
come to mean more to the Italians 


aluly contemplate the loss of hundreds or 
ing in the Naples area or in Southern Italy. 
ir agreement, than the damaging of one build- 
ing in Rome by revengeful Ce inoy were all fearful and pessimistic, and 
their fears made them all see tne future through dark glasscs. 


SE. their we to fuu 


bod 


Badoglio's attitude epitomized the terror they all felt. "I'll declare the 
armistice if you insist, but the Gormans will be in here and cut my throat by to- 
morrow nizht," he said at one point. 


The youthful locking Taylor found himself in an unenviable spot, He 
come on his mission to do a concrete military job. Suddenly he found resting on 
his shoulders the weight of the whole “rmistice, and possibly the whole fu 
of the Italian campaign. ; 


actually, of course, it was a pretty clear-cut proposition. Within a few 
momonts of starting their talks vith Car rocni, both Taylor and Gardiner had felt 
that the whole project was hopeless., Even Se wien they had arrived and 
found that no staff conferences had been arranged, nothing done to further their 
military ae pe J nad begun to feel definite misgivings. Despite the fact 
8 harbinger of bad news, they looked upon Carboni as a strot 
and UE em £f But. He was reassuringly ar gi eme, His mother was an 
a ermans mistrustsd him end had him constantly under surveillance. 
Taylor regarded him as the most decisive and commanding figure they mot in Italy, 
and one who would prove of the sreatest help to the Allies if he managed to es- 
cape from German occupied territory, Hs sat back now and listened to their talk 
with Baàdoglio. 


With the oes 
his decisions, ` ar e sugsestions that he return and lay the 
problem before ee p Hower, Siren, he urged the Marshal to place his 
own full statement of the case before Eiscnhower at once by wireless. Badoglio 
agreed, and sat down to draft his message. Ho wrote out at the same time a 5 
statement in long hand for General Tuylor to take back in person. 
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The essence of his position which he incorporated in his telegram was what 
he wanted: 


1) To delay the armistice announcement; and 
2) To withhold the planned airborne cporation 
Badoglio had already won his second point without a struggle, for the allies 
depended on his cooperation for the airborne operation, arid if he couldn't co- 
operate they couldn! t go ahead with it. Ii was the first point that became the 
all importent ore, 


Badoglio drafted his telegram to iisenhower twice, each time shrewdly insert- 
'ing a phrase that would indicate that General Taylor agreed with him. He mide 


3 M 


use of such phrases as "as General taylor knows,” and "as is understood by Gen- 
eral Tayler." Each time Ty ior, no less acute, looked the message over and 
handed it back to Badoglio ror revision. Sa ithe third try Badoglio!s message 


o Zeen at the Marshal's desk and wrote down 
his own brief recommendation to Jeneral Ei We e that the airborne operation be 
cancelled, He put both messagcs in his pocket to be handed over later for trans- 


mission. 


visi. 
stood on its own feet, and Taylor sai 


During the whole of the interview only French had been spoken. But now, as 
the å&:erican officers got up to leave, Murshal Badoglio spoke in Italian. He 
took Taylor by the hand and swore by his honor, as a soldier of fifty-five years 


service, that he was sincere in his dealings with the Allies. He was quite 
enotional in his protestations of friendship and good feith. 


Y 


"You cannot doubt my honesty," he seid. "It is my only desire to please and 
assist tho allies." 


He ushered them to the door, shook their hands again, and bade them good- 
night. the two of *icers dee: back to their quarters in the Pallazzo Caprera, It 
was a quiet, uneventful return trip. They were stopped by sentries as before, 
but Carboni got them through without difficulties. When they reached their rooms 
they looked through the messages again for a final check-up on their contents, 
and handed them over to General Carboni for transmission over the secret "suit- 
case" sot. This was hidden somewhere in the offices of the Italian Supreme 
Command, Taylor signed his message at 01.21. They got te bed about 2 a.m. It 
was already September 8th, the day on which the armistice was to be announced, 


Taylor was to learn later that atmospherics, which had been raising havoc 
continually with their message transmission during the entire three weeks! period, 
were especially bad that night. The message he filed at 01.21 did not reach 
Algiers until six o'clock on the morning of the 8th. and it vas hours later be- 
fore its vital contents reached advanced tio dquarters, where it had to be -and 
was- acted upon with celerity by General 2isenhower and his staff, It reached 
them none too soon. 


With the thoroughness and foresight that had provided General Bedell Smith 
and Brigadier Strong with prepared armistice terms and with the "B" radio set be= 
fore they sct out for Lisbon, allied Headquarters had also provided for something 
going wrong with the airborne plan, In their discussions at Cassibile, the pos- 
sibility had been envisaged of the Italians not going through with the scheme, 
and a code word had been agreed upon to indicate that the operation was to be can- 
celled, That code word was the word "innocuous." The allied Command understood 
that if they got eny message from Taylor containing that word they were to flash 
a message at once to the assembly point of the airborne division halting their 
preparations. 


When Gardiner and Taylor awoka they were informed of the difficulties with 
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the wireless transmission. As an extra precaution, Taylor sent a two word mes- 
sage about 11 o'clock that morning. "Situation innocuous" that message read. It, 
too, was E e. end was relayed through to Advanced Headquarters late in the 
afternoon. Taylor's first recommendation had just been reccived, and orders 
hastily flashed through to tho airborne troops. They did not reech the airborne 
commander until 4:50 in tho afterncon. The transport planes were already lined up 
to take his men to italy, and the perachute soldiers, finely trained, tense and 
eager to start their operation, were owed Doku ed their packs and parachutes. 
In a very short time they were be cuping aboard the planes, ko order to 

stop the operation came as & bi 


cm, and they grumbled some as they stowed ' E 
their kit back in their tents. 1 
minds?" they wondered, 


orlasis Scand So Gencrals po up their 
disconsciatoly away from the assaubly aréa 
They could not know they had ju 
moment looked like tne jaws of ce 


aved from dropping into what at the 


GGA tlg 


At the Palazzo Caprera notning remained for Gardiner and Taylor to do ex- 
cept wait for orders from «llied Headquarters, They roamed about their rooms 
nervously. Taylor peeked out through the closed shutters and got a sudden warm 
thrill of recognition. He was locking down slantwise- the shutters prevented a 
full view- on a sight he knew! He hed never been in Rome before, but below hin 
was a lovely little fountain, and he knew it at ones, 


"It was tho fountain of Saint Barnardo, that used to be on the cover of my 
high school art text book," he said. "I would have recognized it anywhere., It 
gave me a queer and pleasant thrill." E 

Air-raid sirens and then the sound of bombing penetrated to their closed 
rooms. Jt was the destructive allied raid on the German military Headquarters in 
the suburb of Ee a few miles away。 The americans know it was the Flying E^. 
Fortresscs in action, though they did nct know what the target was. "It sounded 
as though the target were getting quite a pasting," laylor remarked. 


In the limited travelling a bout Rome, most of it at night, they had scen 
no evidence of bombed damage to the city itself. On their entry they had to 
make detours where bombs had in one sree domaped railroad crossings during the 
first raid on Rome, but all tney saw supported the aivforce!s claim that. the bomb- 
ing hed been well controlled and had hit only militery targets. Rome had scemed 
to then very quiet. They had expected to find chaotic conditions in the city. 
Instead they had, in thcir limited observation, seen everything e be normal and 
calm, the people seomingly re joleing over having got vid of )Wussolini and enjoy- 
ing their new found freedom from Fa ne control. Traffic througn the street 
they had observed to be of the usual y ime nature, wi th a eet preponderance of 
military vehicles, but they had seen numerous private -cars SS EN and the Appian 
Way had been liberally dotted witn private automobiies. Their food was excellent. 
The Italians who had been in charge, at loast laughed, at the talk of food short- 
ages. ic could have had filet mignons at every meal, and there wes always wine", 
they observed. 


! 
SL 


A 


General Carboni came in, to see them about 11 o'clock and told them that orders - 
had just been recoived from bilisd Headquarters for them to return, It was part 
of thcir plan to take. an Italian General back to North africa with them, to join 
Castollano and his now increasing steff., at first the Itoliens had decided to 
send General Roatta, the army Chicf of Stafi ne allied Generals felt a little 
leery of this choice, because Roatta had boon m tache in Berlin, and 
had always been very close = the Germans. 3 itely refrained from 
saying so. Possibly the Italiens remembered this, tco, and decided that Reatta 
would be a useful man to have around when the C d has sad nows of tho "d 
tye 
ute 


Armistice, t any rate, their nomince was changed, anc Lieutenant-General 
Francesco Rossi, Deputy Chief of the Gonorzl Stuff, was em to go along with 
RoE STR Ee A . EM 
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them. They were also taking back an interpreter, whoses name was Taglivavia. 


Taylor and Gardiner had no preparations to make for their departure: They 
had brought no baggage. They had an excellent lunch with the Italian officers, 
rested and lounged in their rooms until half-past four. Then their little 
ruck drove up under the peorte-cochere of the building. so they might be shielded 
E the tray : i americans had already said their good- 
byes to he other Itali Nficers. The four passengers climbed in- 
General Rossi. | Taz Javie, General fox ce Colonel Gegen, Driving out of the 
town to Centoselle airfield they to wake detours, Tor their road crossed 
the railroad lines which had been heavily “pombed. Si 


Y 3 


hg they drove on to the airficld they had their closest brush with danger of 
the entire trip. Their vehicle had to halt to allow the passage of a detachment 
of marching troops, Peering SS the little frosted windows x ane of- 
ficers saw with a sudden chill that they vers German soldiers. hey marched up 
close beside the truck. Taylor and Gardner, crouching in the ee could have 
reached out their hands and touch them. ere they going to halt and search the 
truck? The Americans sighed with relief as the truck got its engines started up 
again and drove far out on the field, away from the administration buildings and 
any curious loungers on the edge of the parking arcas. 


Waiting for them on the far side of the field was a three-motored Savoya- 
Marchetti, with a crew of four. Its engine was warme Se up, the propellers whirling. 
They hopped out of the back of fae truck and climbed aboard the plane as fast as 
they could. The coor was slammed shut, and without ER of time the Savoya taxied 
out to the runway and took off. The interior of the plane was comfortable fitted 
with tables, chairs, charts and piles of memoranda, and had evidently been used 
to take Italian officers abcut the country. E 


They took off from Centoselle at 5 o'clock. It was a beautiful, sunny after- 
noch. «as they climbed the americans had their first resl look at Home, spread out 
in panorama beneath them. The dome of Saint Peter's rose in the distance and 
was quickly left behind as they headed straight for tne coast, between Sardinia 
and Corsica, Once over the sea they turned South and made for Tunis, 


Allied aircraft patrolling the North African Coast had been warned the 
Savoya was coming, a and instructed not to molest it. Mono came near them until 
just as they were crossing the Tunisian const, Then an american fighter plane 
spotted the Savoia with its Italian markings and came over to investigate; it 
circled the Savoia for a while ana gave tho Italian and american occupants some 


moments of real anguish. Dew apparently satisficd, and aware of the "don't 
molest" instructicns, it flew off. = 


Tho flight from Home took about two yo When they put in at El &cuina 
ield, a few miles outside Tunis, it was just after 7 o'clock. General 
ower had gone on the air and nance the Italian Armistice to the Worl 
30. almost simultaneously the Eritish Broadcasting Corporation from Lond 
a o american Hadio networks had started to spread thè news around the b 
The airfield personnel were in a ferment of excitement. 


Gordciner and their two Italian 

been kopt tuncd in and had PA SRANN at 
} on the air one hour afte 

the Italian peple and the 


before they left the 5irfield, Tay 
ns had their own surprise hu d 
tae news of ee 8 anncuncument, 
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"The Italian Government, recognizing the impossibility of continuing the un- 
equal struggle ageinst the overwhelming power of the enemy with the objoct of 
avoiding further and more grievous harm to the nation, has requested an armistice 
from General Eisenhower, Commander-in-Chicf of the unglo-anerican awllicd Forces 
This re quest has been granted, ; 


"The Italian Forces will, thercfore, cease all acts of hostility, | mn the 
Anglo-4merican Forces wherever they muy bo met. They will, however, oppose a 
tacks from any other quarter," ] 


Marshal Badoglio ned re EE from the position he had taken the evening be- 
fore, and had made the announcement as he had originally agreed. The die was cast. 
Italy was now in it with the allies. 


i 


aylor ~ Gardiner looked curiously at General Rossi when he heard the news. 
Rossi turned grey under his ski. Els foclings had been the samo as that of 
Badoglio 2nd ths Eris italien leaders. He had wanted more time to take prepar- 
atory measures against the Germans uin gero now swarming in Italy. Like them, his 
only thought was, what would happen to Hone? 


The two americen officers ier Betteng sted their mission, and everything had 
worked out satisfactorily. Though the Itellans didn't yet know it, the invasion 


flect was at that moment heading in pe the beaches at Salerno. The airborne 
operation had bsen called off by the narrowest of margins. 


Wie believe thet the whole value of our miss: ion was that it stopped 4 
operation which in our judgment would, under the circumstances, hewg been as 
trous, General Taylor summed it up for me. 
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Dë The Division CP was moved to dall Sootonbor 27. That night ， 
gencral advance wos begun, with the main cffort through CHIUNZI Pess in the 
Rast, WMA & Supporting cfitert through che, TROL.--GRLGIANO tunnel in the 
West, The advence was lirhtiy app Ee ond cntircly succcssful, the first 
‘trocps dcbcuchinr into the SRNO Plin carly the followin ig morning. From 
the 28th tc the 30th-the entire force c scnvorgod c n C.STELLUARE enc ccn- 
ecntrated in that vicinity. On the 30th the 5ra pU ee 505th Pers- 
chute Infantry, led the acvonec signe the moin highway routes as far cs 
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.HEADnU'RTERS FIFTH ARMY 
he P. O. #464, U. S. Aimy 


In the field, 
1l October 1943. 


SUBJECT: Division of Responsibility between CG, 82d sirborne Division 
and CG, Fifth army Base Section. 


TO : CG, 82d airborne Division 
CG, Fifth army Pase Section 
CG, 10th Corps (Br) 
CG, VI Corps (U.S.) 


l. The CG, 82nd airborne Division, utilizing Allied troops under his 
command, is charged with tho maintenance of peace and good order in the 
Cit; of Naples and the guarding of all military installations, public works 
and other public property. He will act directly under the Commanding 
General, Fifth army, pursuant to Operation Instruction No. 3, 22 September 
1943. He will also utilize the services of the Carabinieri and other 
Italian civilian police which he will control through Allied Military Govern- 
ment channels. Ho will also be responsible for local defense, and the. dis- 
ciplinary control of all allied Military personnel within the city. 


2, Tho CG, Fifth rmy Base Section (Brig. Gen. Ponce) will be charged 
with the general administrative control of Naples, except for the function 
allotted to CG, 82nd »irborne Division under Per. 1. mong his functions 
will be: 

Be Control of allied Military Government within the area, except for 


its policing functions. This will include supervision of the provision of 
food and medical supplies for the civilian population. ow 


military purposes. 


c. Establishment of supply dumps in coordination with chiefs of section, 
Fifth army. 


d. Reconstruction and operations of the port area. 


Ge Acquisition of real estate and matters of quartering, billeting and 
similar activities, as prescribed in idministrative Instruction No. ll. 


` f. Signal communications within the Fifth Army Base Section. 
ge Transportation insofar as it pertains to base section activities. 
h.e PAD, fire fighting, traffic control and sanitation. 


By command of Lieutenant General CLARK: 


/s/t/ M. F. GRANT 
Colonel, aGD, 
Adjutant General 
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at 0001 the same date, and the rest of the Combet Team was alerted to go to 
the front at 2130, 


Lt 0300 the following morning, the lst Battalion, 325th Clicer Infantry, 
moved out and took up 098 Mon northeast of Albanella, Itely, in support of 
the 3rd Battelion, 5Olth Parachute infurtry. Regimmntel Headquarters Com- 


Re Service Commaeny, and the Recimental es cal basa. ES s with = 
Cowoany Headquerters of Company WA" of the 3i | Eng moved to UE 

2 bivouae arca About one mile south : a 
also established at th i 
the lst Platoon of Ge 


The Intellige 
Company, 325th GC: 
Albsnella during 
cr less shelling 
lery fire. At 
$0 man reconnzi 
ist Battalion defensive 
US" reported tnat it w of alto 
opposition. At CO it was reported Se 
destroyer uni RER 


Siatoon of Regimens al iicedouarters 

i an obse: eg ost northesst of 
ag the afternoon there wes more 
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iita tne tank 
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ER 
Dest ros 


cm was withdraw from its positions and 
T 5 j ining there overnight. 
At 1500 on the > 21st s Combat Team personnel E n by ICI and LST to Vaicrl, 
Italy, Equipment was sent overland by truck, The Combet Team arrived at 
liiori 2t 1820 ond was attached to the Ranger + Force. ‘the lst Battrlin, 325th, 
moved up to positions at ib, San Angelo di Cava to relievs the 2a Battalion, 
mich moved back and took up » behind the lst Battali 
Battelion, SClth Parachute infentry 
the 325th Glider Infantry and. % 
Glider Field e A Rattali 
to the lst Ranger Batte 


at Haiori, 2 à vajor Zinn, Rcgimento 3, 8 m E ms 
S-2, went forward to the front to give the Piola o ordcr for the fc l 
day's cocrztlonss , : 


h Airborne Engincers moved up to work 


On the 23re, the ist ng 
E and Reconnaissance 


with the lst Babbalior 


Platoon of Hegiiacntal Z parters Drop wag also sent to the front, where 
it was extensively used x i rz, Regimental Executive 


Officcr, and Major Zinn, 92-3, costs zekoa n fowverd OP on tho road to Chiunzi 
Pass. A report was rocoi ^ e in position by 1500. 
heamwhilc, the gener: 2. dofensivc 
ono, had started shelled the 
mountains north of lai 


The Rcgiment2l CP was wevod from Matari into tho mounteins on the 
Chiunzi Pass rosd om the morning of the: vith, and the forward CP personne SL 
moves to the Regiments GF location at 1200. Ab 2000 Colonel Lei is, Com= 
mending Officcr of tho 325th Glider Infantry, directed & machine i 1 
of ist Battrlion with rifle protection to occus; high ground at Fo 
steafc the rocd Lord Camerelle. By 030^ following Gay, ho 
troops were Yorcod to withdraw, I ing suffered several Eco ^ 


una o ane 


we as on the pro~ 

Zei SC of Company "B" 

3 YOlcy Ss back from the 

^ artillery and navel guns to 
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arce was divided into cast and west sectors, Lt. Col. Darby of the Rangers Ge 
remaining in commend of the east sector, in which the 325th was operating. s 


The 26th was a doy of petrol activity, the British being renorted out of con- 
tact with Ka enemy. The lst Battalion of the 325th sent patrols toward 

13 

EI 


ib 
- Garemclie, the 2d Battalion, toward Necen: The 3rd Batta on, oli Para- 
chute Infontry, natrolled toward Fegeni, ES other units 2 
Sala, On this date the 3rd Bien of the BOlth reve 
control, and the 325th returned to Divisi 


rica Tm rec dental 
on control at 206, 


On orders from the Commanding Officor of Force Headquarters, the Let 
Battalion, 325th, attacked the road southwest EhWCy 18 to establish con- 
tact vith the h6sh Division on thc right, This ation was part of the 
Force plan to seize positions in tne volley in ast scctor. On the 26th of 
Sez stember this operation was success sfully comple far as units of the 

325th Combat "com were concerned itions established cn 
de previous doy, 


On September 29th, the 325th Combat Team moved to San Egidio and 
bivouacked there overnight. On September 30th, the Combat Team moved to an 
esscrbly erea east of Castcllemmerc, where the two antitank m oons of 
Regimental Headquarters Company rejoined the R : 
from Termi E Sicily. On this day the cf she Combet pem rere um 
formed of plans for the occupation of "bles by the 82d Airborne Division to 
restore order ond prevent rioting. 
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October 20, 1913 


To "The 325th Glider Infontry in Action", dated Octobcr 19, 1943. 


Tho lst Bet ; 325th, in exccution of orders to attack the road 
southeast of the ition and estoblish contact with the a héth 

o Division, sc nu C "B", with one platoon of Com, aa ', against enemy : 
strong point c on Sestermber 2T ir? hour tiene, in the 


course of Which tenant Gibson, ning Conpony "BH", was wounded and 
Captain Bishoo o por UAN took Ovex ti ee of the atteck, ire 
strong point was capture, g Sra i | German radio and 
consiaersble other po! iy wounded agsinst 
thirty Germans kille T otcct Ling an artillery 
obscrv-tion post, SCH had of the British 15th 
Armored Brigade e B 
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Most ren of . SOh were reluctant to lesve their new-found home in 

ly; gropes wore ripe for one thing, the language was much easier than the 
rue uis nd ono Areh dialects encountorcd in Africo, and then the Sicilians, 
ho were firmly convinced that their homeland was now an "American Island", 


quite willing to show their ne osses a good time. 
An order from Fifth Army ! E o the regiment to 
Kairouan, North Africa, where i rident that anotncr 
i qa Poe by the com- 
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Orders soon came for thc SOh to return to Sicily: a more suitable 
jumping-off place for the invasion of Italy. They again boarded planes in 
Africae and flew, this time undisturbed by enemy and fricndly fl ak, to Comisco, 
and Trapani, Sicily. 


P 


of tho proposcd drop zone expertly carved by former German toy mokors-wcrc 
pa The mission to Cepua had becn enncelled; the enemy had becn warn- 


end ae s waiting on the DZ. 


Hocks of prepare ition fora jump at Cepue , bricfings, tiny scale models 


Then there was the mission where men of the cl were to jump on Rome. 
and with the help of Italian partisans, occupy the city. Theat, too, had been 
cencclled-end only three minutcs before the schcdulod beke of f. 50h men ‘were 

disgusted at tho time, but M ce differently when they learned the 
full story of General Taylor's negotictions with Mershel Be doglio in Rome, and 
of his resultant deci op gm 50h from jumping into what his eleventh 
hour information disc? 


DH 


The 3rd Battalion then moved to Licata and rejoined the 325th md the 
Rangers. Hore they boorácd LOI's and sct out to sco; they knew they were 
going ; to Italy, but other than that, information was voguc. H CONDE s 
hosts left the convoy, and on September 9, with a group of Rangers, made thc, 
initial landings on the Italien coast at Meieri, Opposition on tho beach was 
slight, and the p: hutists quickly adveneed into the mountains overlooking 
the const where they ep turcd thc new famous Chiunzi Pass and a vital rail- 
road tunncl 


G, Headquarters, and I ( Somocnics, with the remainder of the 325th Combat 
Toem, swerved south and on September 11, landcd on tho bloody selcrno beach, 
The Luftuaffc and the American and British Air Forecs providcd an overhead 
show that ran 24 hours a day, That the militery situation ot Salerno vas not 
«s it should have been boe^mo more evident with cach passing hour; Germen 
tenks ond strong infentry forces wore pressing rclontlossly toward the beech, 
and the word was passed 2round that it would bo fight or swim. No paratrooper 
on thet beach wes in the mood for a twclve-milo swim, and with tho muc 
of 2 last-ditch stand staring them in the face, mn of the 3rd Battalion 
sented down and sited dcevelopmcnts. 


The remainder of the 50), wis rcstlossly waiting ct airfields in Comiso, 
and Trapani, Sicily, for the parachute mission tho et they had been told to 
expect. On Scptcmber 13, they were again alerted. "Another dry run", was 
the cynical comment of most mon. Nevertheless, each mon govo his cquipment 
a ast minuto chock-just in casce Eorly chow wes caten ond immediately 
afterward the troops fell in at their bivouac arcas in the appointed planc 
loading formations: then warched to the botbcrcd and roofless hangers where 


they picked op their chutes, 


It was not until m were seated in the planes that the mission wa 
discloscd, Jn probcb] io briefest bricfing of any comparable operation of 
the war, men of the ee vd thet tho Fifth Army beachhead in Italy 
wes in grave danger i that the 504 was to jump behind 
fricndly lines in the Ka? o oi e threatcned breakthrough in order to ` 
stan the German adv-nce. ler group Was going in ahead with specia l 
cquipment to guide the EA Be the DZ, the centcr of which th Fifth Amy 
wes to indicate with Pleming "UT", That was all; no one knew speci- 
fically what was to quered of biz-nothi ing more than the fact that the 
Fifth Army was endang and that the 50h was necded badly. Ead mn felt 
an inward surge of wr in his importance, Morale climbed, 


D 


t 2s Socd down the air strip and lifted into the night sky, t 
men felt thet t sy had a big assignment eheed of thcm; the rescuing of ME 
Fifth Army, Though some ma y have had misgivings about what the morrow would 
bring, they wore confident in thcir strength and happy to be on the way, 
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passed over tho clarly rarkod DZ and unloaded . 
] 


: ma R - TZ 
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is still regard of tho mobility of airborne 
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of Albanolla» The 
inticipition ES a tank 
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un and Scuthwos 
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tank across the ood River 3 
o of the sane araa, encountered 
Tho reginental recon platoon 
and bittalicngalso sont cut 
roccnnaissance SCH xtrol cwn with particular omphisis on the 
Altavilla secter.- _ i vs | : 
and larsoly intordictory, in chursct- 
to friendly craft, though tho enomy 
liy sako an appear 
fire from support 


mont marched four vilos to cecupy the 
Tuckor ho 4 t6 tno battalion 
surrounting. Altavilla. 


ju 
beachhead’. of ; 
loy floor, were sub- 
G contact botwcon the 
| E tno C prossod rolontlossly 
forward and spit F i "y in numbers, took thoir 
assicned objogtivos. Tho snory cout orca ttd éiead stub voraly, and on tho night 
t that help nad to bo sectired if tho 504, now 


E Et uh, cl 
ed co eut 
nocossary for 


, curo 
forces, was to hold these ‘key positions so 
boachhaade > 3 ME m 
ps, WAS contacted by radio, 
onpt to establish a lino nosror 
i the stetonont that 
--Bcnàü ro my cther 
sgiccnt. They moved 


and suzg 
: to the beg 
epitomized thi 
The 2rd Battali 
position on Hill. 
countor-a*5tacls, % 
head wes saved. ‘Tho nox day the 504 wes.rolisved by o. 


8 
On W^. E dme E Y 
1 


d was i onents o 
Divisicn. : 
This, the first ¢ontect with tho ónony for mon of tho 504 since Sicily 
and tho first tine that tho rogizont had boon committed as a unit in any . | 
Single tactical operation, was . bittle that turnod the tide of the German 
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1 o 
onslaught on the Salorno boschhoad and frustrated thoir attonyts to contain 
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the Fifth Army within the confines of the coastal plain reaching as far as’ 
Altavilla. With its flanks secured, the Fifth Army was at liberty to extend 
itself northward in the directicn of Salerno, and ultimately to Naples. 


The area in the region of Altavilla for several years had been a firing 
range for a German artillery school; consequently there was no problem of 
range, deflection, or prepared concentrations that the enemy had not solved 
long before the advent of the Americans. Needless to say, hostile artillery 
and mortar fire was extremely accurate and capable of pin-pointing with lethal 
concentrations such vital festures as «3 rails, and draws. During the 
three days that the 504th occupied the 3 hills behind Altavilla, approxi- 
mately 30 paratroopers died, 150 uere wounded, and one man was missing in | 
actiones 


The majority of these casualties were caused by the enemy's artillery fires 
Enemy casualties were, judging from the number of dead left on the field of 
battle and from information divulged by prisoners, several times those of the 
regiment. Four separate and distinct attacks by the enemy launched from the 
north, east, and west of 504th positions were driven back with heavy casvalties 
resulting for the Germans. 


On the morning of September 20, the 504th, less the 5d Battalion, moved 
back into a reserve position. The 3d Battalion moved directly from Hill 344 
to Blue Beach in the vicinity of Paestum where they boarded LOI!s and headed 
toward Maiori to join "H" Company, still holding out with the Rangers at 
Chiunzi Pass, 


For the remainder of the regiment, the period 20-25 September, was for the 
most part one of rest and resupply» However, road patrols were maintained by 
the regiment recon platoon which at the same time kept in constant touch with 
the British Eighth Army on the right flank. The enemy had apparently withdrawn 
to the north, and the report of the villagers was always the same-—that the 
Germans had passed through in trucks a day or two before headed north. S 


Before noon on the 25th, the regiment was ordered to join tho 3d Battalion 
and boarded LCI's at Red Beach where they skirted the coast to Maiori. 


Terrain in this sector was precipitous and hilly with plenty of concealment 


provided by underbrush and trees. All evidence of the ensiy was confined to the 

valley which stretched like a vast carpot bolow--tho valley of Naples. Even in 
he valley there was little, aside from an occasional truck movement or a gun 

flash, to be seen of the Germans. Positions were occasionally shelled, parti- 
cularly that portion of the road that wound around the mountain and came out in 
full view of the German guns located at the base of Mount Vesuvius some ton 
miles to tho front. This outlet was known as Chiunzi Pass-—but because of trig- 
ger happy German artillorymon, was promptly remmed "88" Pass by 504 men. 


On September 28, the regiment contacted the British lOth Corps, and moved 
out in the attack, spearheading the drivé for the great port of Naples. British 
i tanks skirtod around the base of Mount Vesuvius to tho cast, bypassing tho city, 
while 504 men turned west, captured Castellamre. The 504th entered Naples on 
October lst. 


N 
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The city was 2 scene of ruin, starvation, ond d gcncreal wretchedness,. 
j Borbod buildings were to be Son Cordon and the streets were littered with 


en accumulation of rubble piled by months of P The public utilitics-- 
Wetter, gas, and clectricity-—had cach becn e^refully and systemeticclly dc- 
stroyed HS onomy on tho cve of his departure from tho city. PBusincss was 
ot a standstill, with the oxeoption of rn occosionol barber who cid, WecdilcBs 
to say, a great trade 


iots were in constant occurrence, and ev vorywherc 
ea upon by civilians to arbitrate snd judge their 
fer coro Mas 2 Atie lt ane most Irk- 
forcign cand the simultonoous pleadings 
t for a judgment would inercasc ‘in in- 
he confused soldicr in ded inability to 
ove the fointost idea of the bone of 


Looting vas common, ri 
the America soldicr ws cal le 
Sorecu differences, For 
sore task, inasmuch as 
and cojolings of the c 
uo and dramatic g 


nen 


Le isy until } 

erstand the accusations, or even as 
Ease, on, would throw up his hands in dismay to wash himsolf of the whole 
effelr. Then the Italic ns vould sudo gently and muttcr with o little nod 
in the direction of the Amcrionn, "Lo ca pisco", 


Thesc werc hapoy deys; duty was light. wine, women, and song were the 
order of tho doy, and with cach passing “weck Naples sould be seun to progress 
another degree toward business wd life as usual. Shops and cafes opened 
grodually in site of thesscars of wor. Then came inflation--cverything 
doubled, then tripled, in pricc; ch^nupogno, «ine, ond cognac diseppcered in 
fever of 2 new ond more dendly bcvorcogc--'"Ton-rinutc" cogunc. Furc medicinal 
alcohol, with sugsr ond water added, and primed with a fow drops of the 
essence of cognac, was bottled, icheled, aged, and sold on the strocts within 
e matter of minutos, ; : 


E 


Naples cnd its dubious »lcasuros hed begun to pall. on most mon and it 
was with 2 certain amount.of enthusicsm thet the ners of 2 forthcoming mission 
was received,  Advonco information indicrtcd thet the mission involved the 
assaulting of 2 4e mountain positions. A group of thirty mon was dis- 
patched to tho Fifth army Pountoin Climbing School now Nuples to reecive 
Spcciclizcá teint in cliff sc^ling and mountain climbing. 


On October 27, 1913, tho 50), Cozbot Team moved by truck to a bivouac 

arca in the vicinity of Gastcllo a@!Alife, Tt become apparent at that time 

PENIS that the objective would not be osooulb of ^ny particular mountcin 

H position, but instead to moko 2 zcnorol adv^nec tord Is mnia, cbout © nilcs 
‘duc North from Alifc. Two days laber, the 50k louachod sn epic atteck through 

z the mountains of control Itcly thet vos to carry them 22 miles ahead of the 

; Fifth Army on their Lett and the Ti: d on Nd ^t. Driving North 
toward Gollo, in 2 battle that a 
stomina intersporscd with sharp y 
entered .the-rail ond road center of 


sart to be one of physical 
the 5Ol erosscá thc Volturno, 
$ Tsornia Colli, Jncchicz, Fornelli, 
Cerro, and Bochctta, and 15 mon from H and I Componics doggcdly fought their 
A » 


way through mino fiolás to ronch tho summit of Hill iem Fifth Army 
objective and key point of tho cntire scotor, 

ALL supslies in this advence were of noccssity carried by men ond rules, 
sincc jocpzble roads werc non-cxistont, Commnication was exbremely diffienit 
to mointain becouse tho front was wide, the dist-nee betwecn the regin ental 
CP and the babtelions great, and inclusive of rough and rocky mounteins, Be- 

A. couse of tne cons A uM ee SE ang rodisposition of She unit's Sloments, 
i and dey in their cfforts to 
a rcquircd for the efficient 


i 


the SO in this phasc of 


d + 
i by 


Prebsbly the most v 

: |^ the Italian compaign wes 
como or circumvent all o 
ordered to play in this 


- 80 - 


` , Bor a 7 Y "George C-Melahn 505th-PIR ` 


tes UP NV EHI P9. Mie oa "L1 in, "GR eg"? Pata dia Dou Tod emi Ga. Nis. vi TZ TC SC HCH HN MN, rad EON 
= Deg 
Si sa 
Rae Se TH lat To OTHE 


ava 


to 
tealth, 
their 


PUE superiorii 
Lent in SE 


ond for stario^ 
Specialized prer 


Vit 
to us 
forward 


kh 


ollowed by the rc- 
Atv Ciorlano 


GEA AN special 
Jede 


ch quantities tha 
of tin helacts. 


E 


OG 


tno. 


aie 


v te the German st 


rainy cold evening of December 
eo Vene Nro, the ist and 2i 


Bress mu che Bese OS tiie pue 
ae Oe QOomoanios G of 
relicve por 'd 


hough 2 


occuri 
G ond "ic Uo “pani 
207Gb Li DOr E 


Tu 


inition up the D hc s 


ps) cia inging 


teeldon sent out 
[ abs CC, 
theo had recently 


CAG ome 
cxtcnsive mino 
bean werte. 


Uto EE 
R-E.-S-T-R-I-C-T-E..D 


George C Melahn 505th 


PIR 


ield artillery Battalion was well em-' 
Į d ena z direc ; | the 50h Combat Team that = ms of cxccp- 
tional. anc ari ciener ne wire section cs EE ed and mointeined 
comuni ations wia o vericis units of tho Den endless and fatiguing 
Jeb Íre jcnol r nes: pe? bi werk Under ertillery firc, which usually 
mocked out the 1 i i replaced, 


By Decertver : Bo 7105 sad 
637, with patrols of this 
cpor^t on consiste i 16 LL e Aovtac lt wes on 
WON eis abb EON a Glin rod by rock and eS, Dare dcerec 
5 and cvocuntio 


slopes, and VIER 


task, at 
on the high, craggy windsucpt, 
p sick oriess laa polices WCEC short mes they Wore Dt 
ed most and there wes no quick wav obtaining mora, Casualties had to be 
c^ TY.CQ on stroteners Gown ‘te c "OD en, poi inful six hour journcy. imle 
orelus Were cbie ve carry BG a Dcinb, after which it become 
nocc isory beenusc of the in nglo of ascent, for att supplies 2nd 
amu: ition to be transported up lo summits by esreyine partics of me 
This work was carried out over hcovily-shollo od trails, with supplics alwa 


rcoc ting the units cngascd just in timc, 


ms iw action near Vene. fro thoy 
sufforod a total of Si dex 26 wounded, ond men missing SH BEER 
Tuoso figures are exclusive of the 376 FA lion sad Company C, 307 
Engi: curs, EC of whom suficrod doad and wcunccd, eet of the o^sualt ies 
were tbe results of er artillery fire, which was, SS hes been mentioned, 
intense. 


E 


During the 19 doys that 
A 


However high the number of these e-suailtics may scum, compared to these 
of the oncmy they must bo considercd licht, Only the very roughest of es- 
timates ean be made of the enemy casualties, | yer informetion rovc ed 
by prisoners (SL were taken) indicob.d Ser: mon dazd ond wounded to be at least 
fivc times er. oe t SE KE emt Cen > 5Ch. On December 27, SE rc- 
gincni Was zem eve duty in the sccuor and wes moved to rew 
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LCIPLVy Qr I oe 
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bivouae arces in dus 7 
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smell, much-b: loc2tcd in the heart of e Low 
tumo VNo ey in E ill 626, which fivc Wb l 

design ted So the 504 on their meh-briefod Ce pua mission, 
had now GEES acs | po Gesu fer men on bae reont. A bela ted Chris tins 
dinner caton under the hungry gozo of the 

g ly tho lonz-owaitcd Christmas prckeges wero 
rocoivod and opened. i SCH for the next sevara days 
tho Italien courtyerds 2 with the almost forgotten sound 
of rippling Glee, and the stridnt coaxing cf "mi, Scvon--do nio 


Wes celebr 
torm'’s popu a e 


Shower beths were mace availble, movics vcro shown ni. ghtly in a tiny 
ronevatcó picture housc, orange trecs gror nod under the weight of fresh 
ew (al Gir 13 zits), and ntcug gh guy! Humphroy Rog-rt, wi fc, and company 
put on a few suits for the reginent from the beck of a six-by-six porkod in 
a nearsy, Soccem ficial, 


are 


; Simple pleasures and the paratroopers longed for 
exotion of another SC so it SN with cheery Resbs 
Mex 


en 
已 Sol Te 
that the Conbot Term moved ^goin on Janucry he 19hh, 
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The city had chongcd; in some ways for thc better ond in others for the 
worsc, The lignts bod come on, E ran in.the toilets, the opcre and the 
Ue RUE were playing to packed houscs, the stroc.ts wore cleared of the wreck- 

gc of bombed buildings, storcs ero well stocked with cvorything but good 
uya ino", and the enlistcd men's Rcd Cross Club was 2 structure of grandcur 
that topped anything from the Tented States to the UK, 

Naples had assumed the cosmepolitan and multi-colored atmesphere of 
Caseblanca, ilgiers, and Cairo. The strects were irridcscent with the un- 
iforms of Sai ors ond de us of half a dozen different nationalities. In 
a manner of specking, 1 laples had become the i property of the world, There 
wore thosc who soid with a nostalgic sigh, Tit liked it better bcforc", but 
then such statements are mercly ccm and not ncccssorily to be taken scr- 
iously, for Naples, though it hod c changed, was still the mother of fun and 


Meria was still es friendly 2s ever, . evon though her ideas had changed too, 


However, all was nob ploy. Therc Was training, inspections, rc-equipp- 
ing, and it soon became cvidont thet the rumors of, We're going home", or 
: England is next", werc doomed to go the way of all rumors; another mission 
was forthcoming--this tino ^ parachutc mission. 


Sand tables wore constructed, recognition crews sont out to nearby units 
and finally ceme tho bricfing--on Ja mery 20, p BOl was ready to take df, 
The operation was callcd !Shinglo! ond involved o vertical envelopment of the 
enemy in a scctor bchind the coost^l tom of oe. 28 miles South of Rome, 
Tho S-2's cstimate of the onomy!s ccpobilitics did not 2pocor encouraging, 
tc soy nothing of thc Tact t thot in spite of all efforts to mintain scercey 
of the DAD operation, it Socmed thot every Italian Joe in Naples end 
vicinity hed a 1c ost a vegue idea of whet was going on. Conscqucntly, there 
mas & certain emount of GE on the part of the Pee 4. for most 
felt ccrtoin that the Germans, f tho plans, would be waiting on the DZ 
with upturned boyonets--2 situsti Se tht tc say the os would have been 
D embcorrassing. sie QUE subscquont cvents on tho beachhead proved thet their 
b fears were unt oundccly fot that particular sector of the Italian coast was 
j lightly dcfendced and the jurp would probebly have gone off without a hitch. 


a Nevertheless, en the morning of January 20, orders were reecived fron 
5 the F ifth Amy to the cffcct thet the 50h would not jump in the "Shingle" 
operation, but would go EU on tho beach assault in Lie, Movement orders 
and boet loading lists were issucd to all elements of the Combat Teom ard 

the follovring morning found the 50h loading on boats at the tiny fishing 
port of Pozzuoli, North of Naples. 

Tmt afternoon, tho roginont!s stell cmvoy of ICI's song out from the 
port to boccone part of the huge northbound invasion floct that stretched in 
Both dircctions as for as the eye could sce, The afternoon was quict and as 
tho sun submerged into tho sea, mon become imprcsscó vith the magnitude of © 
the operation--oan endless string of ships meving on their predcsignated 

coursc like the hand of fete across the soe, 


Dəm of the 22nd found the 50) standing out from the beach upon which 
they wcrc to lator dubark. There was on LST sinking off the port bow of the 
lead 50) craft, but aside from this there sm to be amazingly little . 
evidence of the cnemy that had becn expcetcd--cverything scemed quict; too 
quict, 


Reports had bocn rcooivod thet five waves had iden lenced when through 
the loudspeaker of = noighboring boat, Col. Tucker was ordered to land the 
Combet Team on Rcd Boneh, Inmedcictely the 13 LOL's thet contoincá the mem- 
bers of the regiment commencecd to move ig the shorc. Thore was no con- 
fusion; cverything was prcoocding with the regularity and order og clockwork. 
Tho losd boats were grinding into the sand. Alrozdy the romps had slammed 
down into the water anc mon vcrc splashing their way toward the shorc. It 
was perfect. The operaticn coul anit have gone more smoothly. The only thing 
thet was locking to mike this a perfect movie operation was the cncny。 
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At thet procisc moment the tee stillness was, shabvercd by 2 whining 
rear that left no doubt in snyone'!s wind as to its scurcc,. Streight cut e ` 
the sun the oncmy plancs comc--thoir machine guns binsting. For 2 fow brief 
scconds the world beerme opo groct kolicidosease of roging sound, then the 
plenes were gone and in the wetcr where. they hed passed over loy scveral SES 
boiling circles where bombs had struck, One LOI, its nosc cisgorgiug Heus 
Scttlod in the shallor w^tcr, Its cftor-soction wes o moss of teisted metal 


D 


end oily black smoke, Men could be secn hanging from the bits of iv isted 
Steel. .That had been ICI number 20--G venmany’ s Crait. Se 


ontinuocd to come, unload their porsonnol, and back : 
Gorman divo bomburs returned agsin and again. ` 
d into the. sure Sone went 
some went in over their heads 
tho German plonos continued to 
“The ship borne anti-aircraft units 
tho 50] was watching for hits-- 
eclaing Cover. 


The ia nding eran 
cut into tho: iJ 
The paratreopers ron down i 
in tc their knecs, some to 
end suom for the shorc. ~ 4. 
roar in from the sun to b 
sont up a terrific barret 
they were too busy gctting as! E anc 


¢ 


io, dave: ate 
beachhead where G 
reconnaissance un 
over thc Mussclini 


oréered to the right flank of the 
oreéa the withdrswol of Third Divisia 
of bricges nurber Two and number Five ? 


Near bri GEC number Eivo; te. Gol. 4 Willians, ng the Let 
Battalion, orcercd B Corngny to attack the p in the vicinity, After 
on unsucccssiul autem pt to take the bric gc, 9 platecn of a Company was 
comilttcd slong with a platoon Sep tanks, Four hours lator, with the aid of 
tanks ond Ta is manned by the 376, tho onony was pushed across the canal 


HIVE KES BSOCUTOd, i "AER : 


In the Vicinity 

tho Bre Battclion, cc 
2 
no 


of bridge number Two, Lt. Col. L. Ge Froon, ecrmanding 
toed i Company to clear the scctcr. The Fg eae WES 
^ take up i 


ond forece i positions, at dum of-the 
2th, I Corr y mr i nov^l gunfire from 
hoc 802, counte reatbooked frontclly while inc brouzht thc 

encny under cross fi ro from the flanks. 'Iwo hours : box r the enemy, after 
suffering 69 kille dounded, 33:5risoncrs, tuo halftracks kn Ee out ard 
ene copti ared, Was degen back to the othor sico of the engel, 50h casualties 
cd, throe wouneed, anc none missing. 


Fol Go | Pogiment ootrolling cctively ond ansolidating 
its line slong Zb Gaz, It was thon cccided to zttack the tom 
of Borgo Piove; & rond center that came to be knówn es tho "spicer 
beeruse of tho fivc cs thet joined in tho city. 


D 


te battalioe ns moved out in Se attack. 
the 3rd Battalion Borge Sabatino, and ; 
tho 2nd Battalion made the mein évive for Bc Teo Piave, fhe 9ra [c EP 
S ars ATES opie tivo ond pushed sbre ER x VO e to the North and 
b Suppcrted by navel eunfirc, The 1 m oncountcrod stiff 


eppositien and heavy coemy crutiilery tire; nae 2 small group of 
S : S E The Ond Bethtsedion 
C Conpony men did ho c EE bive=-Scessans The 2nd Battelion, support- 
cd by c Z rolling DEX borgo Piave ane D- Company pushed 200 yords 


Best oi p t nm eked with an armored | 
force of a ns and iso olete & D Company from 3 
der from tho Third Division, = end | 
nol leaving bchii strong conbrt ER 
S E D Company, foer suf feri ng hear 1 
en zu ly infiltrated through the enemy's cncirclorcnt and re- 


gated bie om Dune, 
ag & result of these operations, the regiment hac gained outpost posi- 


tions on the cther side cf the canal, but gcnorelly spoiking, had not ed- 
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vanced any oaporocinble Cistence--the MIR still remaining long the Mussolini 


Conal, 


after a weck of holding and BE along a front 
bridge number Five south to the sca, the 50l was relieved in thi 


the 179th Infsntry.' Tne 3rd Re sbtelion wa attached to the First ates 

Division and sent to the dade (Bri flank of the beachhcad, while 

the remainder of HE Corbat Tcam was North 2 bricge number Five to 
participate in an attack schec siele to o placc in the Third Division sector, 


The 3ra Bat NS dj l days in reserve with the First Armor- 
ed Division, wa d A vith the British Pirst (Gunres) Division in the 
Carreceto sm roi Fire in this area was unusually intense 
and it was here thar tho nunched. his main drive to push the beach- 
head inem tho sca. Agtcr o | heaviest artillery barrages ever cx- 
pericneed by 50h men, the Comans poga n their attack in tho c? arly hours of 
Februcry E mae On ‘successive days British units were cut off from the 

* ' 3rà Bats ec ich was forced to withórew to the famous "factory! in 
Bonus t wor -ion of Aprile. Enomy r-ilrood guns and dive bombers 
thcn coneentret their e DE en the 3r3 Bott2lion garrison, The pore- 
i troopers suffered severe co Su es, and by the time enemy infantry moved 
an, the companies hod been red DE in strongth to between 20 end 30 men, 


D 


Fierce hané-tc-hond fichting onsucd, in which tho porctrocpcrs by shecr 


, determination and courage, wore able to repel repeated Gorman ensloughts. 
Rother thon remain in the "oxposcd positions i now founc them 
sclves, they withdrew to a co Leo 1 yards pehind 
the "factory" ond cstcblished dci ny was ordered 
to attack and attcmpt the rescuc à been captured. 
Aftor bloody fighting, they receptur find themselves 
cut off from fricndly forces, I Corp attack and 
make contact with H Company. , The 16 me tas omany corricd 
cut this mission successfully and 2 semblanec der vas restored to hid 
scctor--tho backbone of tho German otteck hod rokcn,. It wes for thi 
cutstond ng performenec in the period 8-12 Fobra Am thet tho 3rà Bette lion on 
was given ono cf the first Prosidcntial Citations in thc Purcpcan Theatcr cf 
Operations. 


可 e 


Toon, moanwhile, had bccn ongegec in heavy 
n sector, On the Janunzy 30, tho Ist and end 
eboack thet wes to toke them to the Cisterna 


fighting in the Third Divisic 
Battolions juwmocd off in on c 


River, The Ist Battalion led tho vay cR 2 xi only light resistance 
es they passcd through German: linc. Soon after, however, as 
they neared their i idge op ro over the lussolini Canal, they were 


reserve company vas committed ond the 


n bios strong 


Se 
cneny Crivcn beck 19 Sure first blowing the bridge bohind him and 
thus saving the parstroopers bun trouble ic 


While the lst Batt lion WaS consclideting iis gains, the 2nd Battalion 
advanced along tho loft flank of the lst Battclion and under sirilar 
cireunst^necs, were cngngcd by the cnemy in thc vicinity oP a exadco farther 
upstre em. loro zesin, the cnemy wes forced to rotre sct across the c anol citer 
E ou ing thc bridge behind them. The 2nd Battalion continued to 'ett^ck to the 

iR en the heels cf tho retre? ting Germans, whe procccdcd to blow other 
ees tino it was the bridge ercsssing the Cistcrns River. The loss 


pe 


LA 


of this bridge denied the on qubroocors further support from fricndly 
tenks, 2 factor which caused the enc Battalion to halt its acy nee and dg. 
r in on the far sido of thc rivcr. 
Much cnony Does c. m. s, 75ma howitzers, small 3 


ved in this attack, Eighty 


arms, and vehicles was citl 
inflicted upon the encmy. 


priscners were teken witi xr heary cc. 
50h losscs were comeretively light. 
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For the remainder of their cight-reck stay on the inzio Peachhcaa 


50h ren found thonsclvés confronted with 2 cr situction, rather then 
offensive for which they had been treinec, With the cxecotion of the first 
weck of fighting on the beachhcad, no noprecinble advance was eee by our 
forces. - Lt ee strictly trench-type warfarc charaetcristic of the First 
World Ver, For thc first timc, SÉ ncn were digging cugouts on? living 

in then for weeks ct a time; barbed wire entongluments and mine ficlds in 
unusual depth covercd all areas where the enemy wight conceivably treads; 
alternate positions vcro prepared for any eventuality, ond thoro were times 
when such an eventuclity did not scen too remote. all in oll, this was nct 
the type of combat for which the 50h was psychelopgieclly suited, In fact, 

it was absolutcly contrary to tho voy thot paratroopers hoc always becn 
taught to fight, snd so itwas with somotir norc then the tee cn- 
thusiasm thet the ren of the 50) reccived the ordcr to embark from anzio 

on March 23, for the trip: vo Hep Se 1 


D 


as the LS? s loaced with paratreepers got under voy, tho Germans were 
人 shells into the herbor, as though in some final frantic gostur 

5 keep. the 50h from lesving; like a mra cror!s Inst steb ot his "Hehe UNIS 
Tuis had been 2 costly corpcicn for the SOl--but ten times as pry for < 
the enomy, During thc vight—-tec porioc, 120 paretreevers were killed, 
Ll0 wounded, pond 60 missing in action. Mony ios ssons had been learned st 
imgic, ond me ony mon had becn lost, It was a good place to bid farovwelle 


t 


iftcr ono uneventful night on thc water, tho smell convoy turned in 
towerd the coast ond before long the port cf Pozzuoli, fras which the 
roginont had sailed on tho mission te anzic, hove into sight. The big 
Sits nudged their noses up to the beach, repped their romps, and the 
alre ady CDS trocos rolled out onto lend age in. 
L4 
Fasc: the biveuse eres, vas but fiftecn minutes fr m the heart of 
Neples by wey of the local reilvay System and was the site of tho projected 
Ttclicn "orió!s Fair. Many finc buildings, stotucs, onc other orchitocture 
fcatures typical ef this type of oxhibition were in cviconoc,. The 50h was 
“quartered in the modern, and only reécntly constructed Italian University 
for the ccucetion cf Ethiopian students The buildings of the university 
were spacious md an excclicnt b m of modern It5lion designinge 


四 


Once firmly cnsccnccd inthoir quarters at the university, the regiment , 
fell into a daily routine which for the most part, consisted of very light 
training, turning in couipment, anc toking off for Nanles at every 
opportunity, General Clerk revived thc regiment 2t a corcmony held in 
hon ior of the 3rd. Battalion and presented Col, F Freeman, the battalion 
commander, with a Presidential Unit Citetion for une battalion's outstznd- 

í ing performonco at ` f 


© Os3rrooGto,. 


It had been Ges ossumed that tho 504 would lcave Italy and sail 
to England to roj.in the 82nd wirborre Division; horcvor, up until the last 
moment the hcooful rumor thet the regiment was on the way back to the States 
could still be heard, ~On- sprit 10, Lët, the Combat Toam SCH by trein 
inte Naples where they alighted nb Gertbaldi Station, merched dawn EE Vio. 
Unbcrto to the nu front, o vM the Onpetcun Castlo--? is ze British 


^ ship cf stroonmlinoc appearence. d 
eRe Tho following morning 50h-mon awoke to fecl the throb of the 1 ip's i à 


cngincs bencéth them cnd with tho knovlecCzc that Italy now cbscurod by a 
mist that hung. agzinst tho horizon its batbles, its moments of sorrow end 
happiness, hac become ancther cher in tho history of cournge cf the 50th 
Parachute Infantry. : 
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è Raho TeRi 
e, THE SOSTH PARACHUTE INFANTRY ; 
1, «after many various plans had been made to jump the Combat Team, | 
first near the VOLTURNO River, then on ROW, a final mission was received 
` 135008 OO es 1943, This mission zs picnncd ond cxceuted involved jump- 
ing on the night of Sept. lh and 15 behind the lines of friendly trocps, 
the Wat Co roS, o H ES the Hcr x end E^st of PARGSTUM, italy. es ; 
describing this m in succecding paragrophs the following points 
wail be diseusse 
1 A. Plans and cporsbion of 505 Combat Tean i^ 
B. @. Orgenbsctioh of EE 
b. Pathfinder Group 
loyront o£ pcrsenncl ond oquiprcnt 
pen Si pen $ : 


Es 
GE Ac CUAL oz j 
G Results zehieved 


E 2 Plans chi courvtica of 508 Oomb!t Dees 


D 


y the Combat Pot hi bon on cir alert sbotus for c 
à and all the physiezl laber thet LE t. bc dont 
pricr t9 was to lotó equipment bundles, which wore already 
packed, eg perscnnel cites, . Flans cssienments and take cff cir 
dromes hac proviovsly been Pi. aed however, o time schedule remained 
to bc worked out. It wes deeided to take off and jump RE to the 
following plan: 


scvcn de 


UNIT "^. AIRPIANZS | DEPARTURE AIRDROME DEPARTURE 
Pathfinder Group EE CN AGRIGENTO 2100 


3rà Bn i 36 : ， CACTULVETRANO TAY 2130 


Hq Cr 505 CT i SC Mo, ENEE 21h5 
Cc "B", 307 Engr Bn 9 Lie 2330 | 
j ?nd En COi ISO 215 j 
ist Bn B..RIZZO 2200 ARIS 
Drop times were i: conerol to fellow smic stquence 28 units are listed 


ime that wnsidcrable difficulty wovld 
cuing the jump cf the 50hth CT the night 


DCH, d 3. 


arise 


commanders wero Ee at 1600 hres given the 5 
xoculcá, The DZ loested just N of the 
BM 


pes 
SOLDER = Ris ; wos to be markediby a "TU of white lights. ‘The 
horizontal line wes to represent ne RGO RE 


Units wore ta ssscmble as follaws: s 


t 
2 ën re Q florc Ger: 


3ra Bn H edge of DZ 
hic Go NW edge of DZ 
eos m 
enl Bn 5 cage of DZ on grocn fler 
ingineccrs S edge cf DZ \ 
t DT 1 D be? 
ist Bn : SW caegc of DZ on white flash- 
light 


_ RESULTS OF THE OPERATION: 
UNIT , DEPARTURE TIRE DROP TIE PIES KISSING 
Pothiinicr Group ， 2100 ne oo ae Ü 
SEE. j i 
3rd Bn 2BhO KEN "Wis Nac NE LO) JC 
Sd 
0 


Eq Co i f 2240 i 4 0120 
Co "B", 307 Engr En Seet, 0140 
87 = 
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T 3 - - 
Conte RESULTS OF THE OPERATION 

UNT (| DEPARTURE TIME . DPOP TIHE PLANES MISSING | 

2nd En mn cre. EE 013051 =. 0 : à 

ge? lst Bn 0100 , des i 2 ny 


Jumping ultitude: 600 - 900 Zoch 
DT Ent 


t 3/h Moon 
Course : dust inside N coast of S ae pessed immodi^tcly N 
Tof MT ETNA, then NE to const of Italy, then N along 
; i : ER estline to pcint opposito SOLO-FROHE River, then 
D : Kr = 


AS a unit the px jurpod : Titheut incident. The Bn. jurp 
patterns were oxtrum LL and. with oxcoptions as noted, all pcrsonncl 
and equipnent wore essesbled in s SES short period of time (No Bn. 
taking morc than 60 minotos to sssomble), ‘Jump ensualtics were extremely : 
light. Of the seven (7 risting plonos four (l) had turned back due to EA 


) g 
foulty navigation, tio (2) never got off the ground, and ono (1) dropped 
its load near BROLI, This plane lead later joined the CT in H.PLES on 
OCT i i ` 
‘ The use of radar equipment wes dofinitciy proven as most succcssful, 4 

more detailed description fellows: : ; : 
Ihe merkine of thc DZ was setisfacts Yy from the stencocint of results 
‘echieved anc the situation of jumping b dag cur own lines. Iti 
believed, however, that uncer normal circumstances Krypton Lights or 
alcis Lemps would be more practical from the sccurity vicypoint. Smoke 
Pots. as uscd consisted of gasoli 


ine and sand, and throw cff a con- 
sidcrable flame , 
Plane recognition was accomplished with amber Lichts on the underside 
i cf the oe "Tho lights were casily visible Zem tho ground. Plane for 
2 mations flew dircetly cver fricndly shins in herbor at PARSTULS, end aiso 
ever shore instrlicticns, Previces instructions to shore and naval gun 
crows hac becn given - not to fire on transport aircraft. Thèse: instruet- 


ions with the additional aid of amber Recognition Lights SC most ne- i 
cossory and no coubt helped prevent & Pucceurrence of the c li sastcr, which : SE 
mot the 2nd Lift in the SIOYLLAON Operstion two (2) mnths provicus, em 


The use cf flares by the 2nd and 3rd Bnis, for asscrbling off the DZ 
was most instrumcntal in the rapid assembly of their personnel, howcver, 
it is believed thet ten (10) to twolve (12) flercs aro cxecssive ond. 
should be reduced to two (2) ot a moximur Furthormoro, if plane loads orc 
sufficiently close to DZ, a compicte asschly. by usc of flash light is prc- 
forred. We later found that our ground signals were easily visible to 
enemy obscrvoticn fifteen (15) to twenty (26) miles away where oncmy gun 
installetions were reported in position at the tinc, 
! N 
Te MeV 2 rccniza tii om of a Pathfinder Group | 
SC i na * 2 cut ced One week prior to combat 


» Billingslce and tro (2) radar booms, 
了 r Organizeticn) 


(m) rad ning: 
(25) Lerge pr artiga of perscnnel i.cs, same Radar 
Opera ters hac made : a previous test of equ Ina 
practise operaticn (3021008 ‘uge, 143) = t ENFIDAVILLE, ., is 
N africa (Enom es "SNOWBA.LI"), In this We s tho. dae. 
two (2) sets of racer were both ready for cpcroticn 
within five (5) min, efter drop tinc, 
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V (b) One (1) weck 2t AGRIGENTO wes spent with further 
Ss familiarizing Goss with equipment: nemencleturc, o 
! à D Ce 
f : ; operation and method of wearing somc, Hon aetually 
i |  boeamo proficient et setting up cauipniont blindfolded 
. x in 2 few minutos. 
r ; . 
(c) Lt, Get, Billingslca accomenicd Sol CT for their 
jump the night previous : 
/ : ' 3 D 
b. EZQUIPLENT OF PATHFINDER GIO UP i Ni 
Y cquipnent, cach consisted of four (li) 
wee ccli 
S 6 (b) Pcwor Convortur i 
(c) Reeciver sud tronsritter group with detonator 
aeviec D 
(d) Aeris 
NIS BEER Hach sot weighed bat 51 lbs fitted into 2 œm- 
pect container known as a lor peck, jumped cn onc . 
x ! : mane Two (2) men were ES to work cech sct: 
ah Sh e one (1) to jump ith cquinment, and the other to . 
à assist in "dues up end provide a safcty factor: +" e? 
for -perction. Both mon know how tc operate tho 
equipment well, 
| (2) Oma CHE) benccn or radio compass dcvico wes packed in an 
Y SIN -一 5 Container together with ono (1) Aldis ea The .cripinal idea was te 
. EY the bcnecn anó the radar, one cgeins t the p» and test the usc- 
fulness of the M d at the lost minute “the above container anc eontonts 
Y f WOYCG loft behind sim o the 509th Preht Bn. was executing a oc mbat NP the 
^ some night using 2 beacon anc interforcnec vas probsbile, 
j (3) Twelve (12) Flesh Lights, Goornmcont Issuc, » 
l s S s 
3 c PLNS FOR EMPLOYLENT OF PERSONNEL .ND EQUIPMENT. 
` Planes to be leaded as follows: ; 
; First Planer. Pilotod by Lt. Col. Crouch = Jump Master Cob, 
` , Gavin = 
a Lt Sener, with ono (1) radir set to be put into operation 
m | immodictcly 
dE it. Gol, Billingsles, with ono (i) SCR 536 tc notify plane ' 
No. 2 in secicint. ST e 
Lt E 


Cpl Houst 
Cpl "Logo 
EE > 

Two e rite m 


com of oM non equipped with flesh 
orkings E necessary 
m m 307 i Emer Bn t: provide security 


à S Sccond Plane: Pilot unknown - Jump Se GE T imicahy 

Seid i wLa SCR 530 to providc communication with plane Ne. L 

Cpl Huth, with one (1) rader sct to be ready for operation .- 
pending mishop to teem in plano No, 1 ; Sat 
Cpl Girodo, te assist Cpl Ruth 

Ke i ' Same light and scourity tuc usas Plane No, 1l 


Third Plonc: Piloted by "oi Brown - Jump master Captain 
; Nerton Cont Wight 
* j A Lt Cococriócr, in charge of light eras 
i Y (Crews to ossomblo on cenbor cf DZ or center of "T" of 
: erste >. eights) 


ade ds Same lie “hy and sceurity tcams as plane No, Ll. 
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Qe «CTULL EXECUTION OF PLANS, 


This Pathfinder group leaded at AGRIGENTO, Sicily st 2100 hr, 
aftcr a bricf conforoncc conecrning the DZ location and a final review 
of cach mans job. It was evident 2t the time thet the navigation of the 
load plane would largely govern the results of the Pathfinder work, Our 
plancs flow in a closc "V" formation at on dl titudo from 6000 to 7000 ft. 
from AGRIGENTO along a prescribed course until a fow mikes off the coast 


of Italy, ‘We crossod the ccastlinc at about 1000 ft, and: jumped at 700 : 


ft. There wasn't. any wind, The chutcs came straight down neer the center 


‘of the DZ. Groups asscrbled as planned without difficulty and withcut 


D 


casuclty, In three (3) minutes Lt Konar's rader sot was in operaticn. 
Cpl Huth (standing by) hee his sct ready fcr operation, The flesh lights 
were not necdod as the gasoline scnd fire signals were operating in good 
GC OP, : 


Ge RESULTS ACHIXVED: |. y 
Fron observation from the DZ and from later conversation with 

pilots anc pen, tho radar wos tho chicf reason for such a successful jump, 
and withcut a doubt it was the mst sucgcssful jump the 505 CT hes ever 
made. In numerius cascs Squacrens and groups appreached from varioc 
diroctions further indicating that the racer was instrumental in their 
locating the D, In almost cvory instoncc, however, the formtion of. 
plmcs split the DZ and drcpped their loads within 500 yds. cf its centcr. 


NC T would further like to emphasize that only the ability of thc 
lead pilot cf tho Pathfinder Planes to hit the DZ plus the-cfficicnt ^ 
operation of radar made possible such 2 succcssful jump, 
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BEE /s/t/ JOHN NORTON 
ay ; | Captain, Infantry 
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eco Phe 2fid petias was &lertod d E Gee hour on October i 1943, i) at 0930 
hoor all of the details were ae from hi iene headquarters. The movement. 
D^tC Order was Issued at 0845 hour and at 1000 hour t the battalion moved, nor cth-from 
Lie ZER present bivouac arsa, ^at & point _ Oppo st te tho Naples airport th » battalion 
©. ehtrùċked on 30 British lorries at 1130 ! at Ee hour. the. battal 
‘trucked 1000 yards vost of GTUGLILNO I and moved by foot EE niles 
west into a forward assembly area. D Dm ritish tanks and the bal- 
ance of the battalion moved oüt on foot l 


as NN ‘The battalion continued the march toward Villa Liturno.until, 2030. hour. bog 
2 ER ep Was sot up in farm house on south edge of Villa liturno. F Company s ent 
one platoon at 2045 hour to secure bridge at the ceanal, and also a road block to 
“ci thé dist ‘and west of the village. . These patrols made first conta ot, with the 

eriemy at 2116 hour in village square, but after firing SONA thousand rounds of 
automatiç small arms fire the enemy withdrew to. the norih and. F Company continued 
són mibssion,' -E Company. bypassed tho viliage and mavs dp into defensive .positien on 
“north öde.“ : Harrassing onemy small arms fire continued Seen most ef the night. 
" :Düriüg the night D Company returned to battal lion control. . PARS en 


gu z As 


Berge Osbober E eve | fe eae 


pee 


do : 0530" — ge attack; D, E, and F were a ds North ‘of “VILLA 
LATERNO; D Company s contact, They Coi ued attack but were. held up after 
: zee 300 yards: by’ strong éneny for ces to tho left of Street. E Company was. committed 
^f “on Teft flank, cleaned up situation and, sufforod light. ca sualties from numerous 
CARGO traps plabod in’ open fields ‘and ar round uildings, and : idvanco Continued to 
ridge which was reached at 0830 hour. ‘One section of a three scctión bridge was 
Ee in spite of stubborn resistance from the platoon of F Company which had the 


i previous Hight’ been given the mission to scizo tho bridge... The.platoon, did. pre- 
vent ‘the ‘driemy from completely ‘destroying the remaining two sections of the 
vee 


h EV roges 


ie. d B E 


gab "Bom thé right, b on "tho left, ‘and F dw reserve “ee Ueber eon SE 
Re Lee never losing contact with the enemy and at 1000 hour, the 
Eon canal. was rchchod where orders from hig her. commend. stopped our SC e ‘Battalion 
i CU ^movod ‘into asfensive | ‘position. ` 


= m ei : a 
"ies pe è ` : 
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d 1850 hour piatoons from D, E, and F comps nies were sent. on. patrol to re- 
%°@6nnditer routes to Ehe- river 的 river crcss sings and, any -enemy information. 
Patrols reported: to “Battalion OP. ` SE i 


E 
3 


East patrol reported routs passable, river appr oximately 25 yards wide, depth 
unknown and easy to bridge. ud encountered smal Se of Spats 


zeg € 


SPR Uu ‘Center patrol, was: ‘unable. o. peach river. ‘due to enemy Flos ERE. Tp 
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West patrol. réported route tte, river eat 60 yards dide) 
depth unknown, ang difficult to bridge. They alsb encountered small groups of the 
RE D ` 


SEN 


“october 6, 1943 
At 0230 1 hour another Ee patrol from F ee sent out to capture 
prisoners but returned at 0530 hour after being unable oe contact enemy. 


it 0900 hour a platoon from F Cunpany was sent into arnone to seize and se- 
. cure the village and with the exception of artillery fire they encountered no . 
enemy resistance, f St i 

` ht 1130 hour the balance of F ng us the 81mm mortar Ex was | ordered 
inno the village, 


At 1,30 hour the lst m of & Company » was committed north ds railroad 
to protett F Um left flank. 


. At 1530 hour a very heavy enemy detiliery concentration begdn to fall on 
ARNONE enc at 1540 hour F Company reported the enemy counter-attacking. Prisoners 
later volunteered information that one company was to attack the village from the 
west and ic e were ve be reinforced by a battalion which was to cross vas river. 

i The balance de E Company was PAGOS north along railroad at 1540 hour, At 
1600 hour the lst platoon of E Company hit the enemy's right flank along the rail- 
road tracks in the vicinity of the railway station and at the same time the platoon 
of F Company covering thé companys! withdrawal struck back at the enemy crossing 
the river, Our artillery opened up all along the river and the enemy was stopped 
| in his tracks. By 1700 hour E and F Cumpanies had withdrawn to road running east 
. and west 1000 gards south of ARNONE and a defensive position established. bs an 

At 1847 hour 4 Gens of the Let battalion PEN into E j Company! former 

Pon on the canal, 


Outposts: were EE and with "hs exception of hirgecide enemy artiliery fire 
eek ae was m 


- October Ce 1943 
- åt 0957 hut E Cempany Soe an onomy d crossing the river on the re- i 
mains of the railroad bridge but our artillery stopped any further action on the 
enemy's parte une: the SE our erar were active to the river and no enemy 
were encountered, ; : 


` ht 2130 hour the battalion was relieved by the 46th British EE and the 
battalion moved into bivouac 3/4 of | a mile to the east of Villa Liturno. The night 
was quiet. i i ; 


WI 


UE $ pq LARES 8, 1943 Se 


3 \ í 
At 0630 hour the battalion entrucked on British lorries and returned to the 
City of Naples. The convoy arrived at 0930 hour. The belance of the day was 
spent cleaning cquipment. : 二 
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| i HEADQUARTERS FIRST BATTA 
j 505th PARACHUTE INFANTRY 
= . &PO 469 $ POSIMSTER, NET YORK, N.Y. 


LION 


al SEN 1943 


Subject: Combat action First Batt talion October 4-9, 1943 Inclusive. 
To : 5-3, 505 Parachute Infantry. 


l. Following are the accounts of activities cf lst Bn. during the above 
mentioned period. 


4t 0900 hour the Bn. moved by Zoch to Capuccini Airdrome in preparation 
: for movement by motor to the vicinity cf Vil. ila Literno where the 2nd Bn. had 
relieved a Bn. of tho i4374 es t was toward the Volturno River : 
along the Villa Lizernc-.rnon the lst Bn. was in regimental re- 
Serve, 


LU 

4t 0600 Oct. 5 the Pn: moved cut and at 0830 reached Villa Literno set 
up the Bn. CP in the eastirn ovtssurts of town and set up a defense straddling 
the road north just out of town about 200 yards, «11 day tho Bn. received -~ 
artillery fire, three casualties resulted, none fatal, 


at 1700 hour Bn. moved forward again and s et up a defense to cover rear 
and flanks of the 2nd En. Center of the defense was RJ 049706, right flank 
067700, loft flenk 032691. Bn. CP in a farmhouse 054704. On the way to this 
position two casualtics resulted from trip wires. 
Oct. 6-0800 hour Capt. Sayer was seriously wounded by an "S" mine, . 
"C" Co, patrols, composed of one platoon, left carly to reconnoiter 
the coast road south of Castle Volturno, the town itself and the arca between 
the Villa Literno-.rpone road and the coast road. No enemy was contacted ex- 
d cept for a few snipers in Castlevolturno. ` Both bridges ever canal immediately 
south of Castlovolturno were blown. «at 2000 nour "a" Co, attached to 2nd 
. Bn. and moved out to join them at approximately 043717. 
EM. NS 7-Two patrols were sent to roconnoiter as follows- one to reconnoiter 
; ` Grazzanise and the main roads between our own positions and Grazzanise, The 
other to reconnoiter Castiovolturno and the area between our own positions and 
Castlevolturno,. Patrol that went to Crazzanise reported on air field with 
wrecked planes at 075745. In Grazzanise British Reccnn units were contacted. 
, 4 German patrol was encountered at La Socia. a short fire fight ensued, two 
W Germans killed, The other pl reported heavy sholling of Castelvolturno but 
^ no othor enemy activities. ivilians report North bank of Volturno River heavily 
mined. ; 


Continuous patrolling by "B" Co, during the night pietate both flanks 


of the 2nd Ba. on Sept, 7-8, GPL, 8 the Bn. was relioved at 2030 hours EA i 
British. Bn, marched to Villa Literno, bivouackod mach SEN Hast of ther 
about 600 yards until 0630 hours when the En. departed in trucks for ss。 


arrived in Naples approxim:tely 1000 hours. 
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ADQUARTERS THIRD BATTALION 
505TH PARACHUTE INZGNTRY 
ÅP Ow y 4,69 


31 October 1943 


BATTALICN HISTORICAL RECORD Kal ' 
OCTOBER 1943 i : 


; On October lst, 3943 t rird Battalion left forward assembly area at 
Torre-De1l sannunziata ab Lee, CO beue ehoard British metor lorries and moved Nortt 
toward Naples, on  .nwor behind the 7th Áraored Corps, reconnaissance 
units. At a temperery BGA Ou BOBO sis battslron (less "I" 
Company) was given th 2200 hour of escorting the Fifth Lruy 


The battalion was enployed as follows: 
ssigued as oray Commander's personal guerd, 
5 ; 


onvey to tae first stopping point, Piazzi 
round perimeter of square as a civilian 


D 


Counander into tne city 
One (1) platoon of "G" 
_balance of battalion to fclic 

, Garibaldi, and deploy immediate] 
mob control cordon. 


4 
m o 


The above mission was expedited on schedule and elicited the Army ` 
Commander!s commenda datione 


H 


The battalion C. P, was established on Northwest Island of Piazzi Gari- 
baldi, The battalion (less "I" Company attached to the Scottish Grays of the 

10th armored Corps in the vicinity of SanGiorgio, Southeast cf IUE "as 

then dispatched to patrol previously assigued area of responsibility, this x 
being accomplished by I609 hour, "I" Company was relieved of assignment and 
closed the battalion area at 0330 hour 2 October 1943. 


One platoon of "H" Comp any and one (1) section of 81mm mortar platoon 
was with-held fron patrols and assigned a mission by the Battalion Commander; 
$-3 report concerning this mission quoted herewith: (other than stated hereir 
no contact was made with the enemy), G ett 
(1) Following is the account of the action of Third Platoon Company 
."H", on an assignec mission to secure a reservoir [ids suppliéd the water for 
the city OL Napeli., 


NS 


At 1400 hours October Ist. Major Krause ordered Lt. Ziegler to take 
a platoon of msn and accompa: iy hin on a mission to secure a water re- 
servoi.r that was al. LS in German hands. The platoon with the 
Mortar pletoo: cf Heac Company attached, moved from the Railway 
station at 1400 hours. 3 


Jit ENS ara of a civilien.guide they arrived 
on trucks at 213509, The mea de 


lalrucked and Major Krause gave Lt. Ziegler 

the order to take his men. to 2312215 end determine if there were any 
Germans in the area, It was found thet the Germans nad left after blow- 
ing up the reservoir; 3 ' 

An investigation by Major Krause disclosed another important re- 
servoir in the nearby vicinity thas was also alleged to be in German hanc 
Major Krause then ordered Lt. Ziegler to take his platoon and investigate 

- reservoir and prevent its destruction if it wero possible. The platoon 
moved out at 1525 hours, They arrived at 192518 at 1630 hours, Ite 
Ziegler took 8 six man pair rol anc moved to 197518. The reservoir was 
found to be intact and civilians stated the Germans had left a few hours 

, ` earlier. The reservoir was left guarded and the remainder of the platoon 
was assembled at 193518. «at 18CO hours a civilian reported that the Ger- 
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SECTION 7 
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DIVISION TOTAL 


ened In neum sie noo o es 
Died or Wounds , 
Prisoners of on o o o we ens 
Missing in action 


$ ` D A 名 
Missing in action to Return to Duty 


Viounded , Resor te eg T eee 
Weunded to Day a e 4 e se * * 


UNIT TOT! 


204thb Parachute Infantry Regiment 


Kies Sia AGL Aly qe n 0 oc 
Died GEZ Hounds D e a e 9 a a e a 
Prisons IS OL War Se T ST s.s 
SS 
See SE to Het 
kissing in action to eturned t 
Wounded a LJ ^ LJ e . . . LJ D . LJ D 
Wounded to Duty « 4. ee *» a 
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505th Parachute Infantry Feciment 


Exlled in Scu mee, + sets XA x 
Died of Menade | SA DN s s 
Missing In action . sais V = < 
Missing to Returned to Duty... 
Wounded 。 e o u 
Wounded to Returned to Duty .. . 


325th Glider I: 


OSG Sia) JST. o c 5 o 9 o 9 9 
Did On Wows . L & 9 eoo © 
PrüsoBens Gf Wars. . . 60 « « » 
MISSING GM Bottom s. . s 4 
issing in action to Returned to 
CWC 5 6 0-0 5.0 0 0 4 HOG oO n 

ded to Returned to Duty e . . 


96 
Reta So tones 


-i-R-I-C-T-5-D 


150 HE 
33 34 
13 14 
6l 61 
MG 10 
25 36 
2d L242 
1021 1106 
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OfPicers TOTAL 

407th Airborne Enzinocor Battalicn H 
Killed St Action o e 9 89 © © © «© s o ^ © «© @ l 20 pal 
Died OQ NONAS. a y sie e « <0 ca oar i l 
Kissing in Action e ep pe 9 © 9? © © ^ e an - 5 5 
Missing in Action te Returned te Duty -~ o ca Wt 29 50 
"ouni 3 i a ee c9 91 8  $ 9 "€ r9) X £5 e » £ ce 4» 1 wy 18 
Woundes to Returned to Duty s 2 . à. re 4 39 45 

TJ 121 128 


6th Parachute Fiol^ 


Artillory Battalion 


L 
i 


Killog in Action ée >» ə e eene $9 © © 9 $5 @ 
Died of "Tends 本 


GN\ CO 
Ox 


Vi ^n d 
‘OUNGCU e e e e © © © © ew H vg pp e ø en 


wounded to Roturaed to Duty s s a s : e « se 


IN 
NO 
nm 
NO 
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四 56th Parachuto Fiold Artillory Battelicn 


Killed in Action ee «© 9 © © © © © © © 5» $9 €* 
Diod of "ounds ee © © ©» * 5» © © © © 8 o 9 € 
Youndod 


ur " a 
Toundo: 
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519th Glider Fiol? Artillery Battslicn 
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20th Glider Ficl4 


Killod in Action ee 9 © © © @ c: c» ¢@ © 2@ * @ € SS 4 4 
Wounded to Returned to Duty e e + v. 4. e - 2 2 
TCTALS S 6 6 
80th Airborne ånti-Aircraft Battalion 
Killed in "ction © sr © © © © © © «© 9 @ $9 ke al bed 
founded tc Duty 9$ © è # © 9 © © © © © 9^! © os = END il 
TOTALS 一 2 2 
MCC a rie ge Sy 9 x ge eho uod QU ee E 6 6 
Wounded 4o Returned to Duty s s s s r e s es 一 "o 2 
TOTALS B 9 9 
Killed in Àcticn Lë © @ ©» co^ © © © » ge © $9» 9 SES T l 
Younded to Returned to Duty , + r . . r » «¢ ~ l ES 
TOTALS == 2 2 
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82d Airborne Military 


Wounded to Returnsd to 
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R-E-S-T-R-I-O-T-E-D 
82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
IN 
SICILY AND ITALY 
PART IV . DISTRIBUTION 
Áirborno Hoadauartors - : OPPicos Within Division 
PAA Sir 3 H 
llth Abn Div 2 Ass+.0q 1 
13th Abn Div 2 c/s 1 
AOlst Abn Div 2 Gel il 
Preht School 2 OG 1 
Abn Board 2 G-3 1 
508th Preht In? 2 G-A A 
G—5 1 

Higher Hradsvartors AG File 1 

ne Hu 
AC of 8, G-2 OFD, Sig O | 
Yar a Gon. Staffil hem O 1 
Yar Dept. 5 Fin O l 

JA a 
Courtosy Copies Div Surg al 

Ord O H 
Gon, Marshall 1 3M d 
Coh. Eisonhowor l 590. al 
Gon. Bradley Ji Engr l 
Gon. Patton L PRO 2 
Gon. Ridgway 1 Div Assn 2 
Gene Koyos l Div Hist 2 / 
Son. Gavin J Ho Comdt 1 
Gan. Taylor 1 l ea Fiold O with Div 
Gen. Eaton il &t tino (Est) 60 
Gon. March al 
Col, Tucker | 
Col. Ekhan- i 
Col. Wienecke 2 
Col. Billingslea d 
Col. Griffith I 


Units Within Division 


25th Gli In? 50 
504th Prceht Inf 50 
505th Preht Inf 50 
Hq & Hq Btry, Div 


Arty 10 
219th Gli FA Bn 13 
220th Gli FA Bn 15 
576th Prcht FA Bn 15 
456t 


Lk Prcht FA Bn 15 
307th Abn Engr Bn M5 
60th Abn AA Bn 26 


407th Abn QM Co 5 
782d Abn Ord. Maint 
Co 


207th Abn Med Co 5 
82d Abn Sig Co 5 
82d Prcht Maint Co 5 
Hq Sp Trs 2 
82d Abn Ron Plat 2 
82d Abn MP Plat 2 
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RAES e RE CT 二 下 二 
PART V 
WORLD VAR II CASUALTIES 
DECORATIONS, CITATIONS 
(Also miscollancous informati on) 
SECTION TITLE 
1 DAYS IN COMPAT 
2 CASUALTIES 
AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
4 CITATIONS 
ae NETHERLANDS CITATION 
be BELGIUM CITATION 
5 COMMAND AND STAFF 
6 ASSIGNMENTS AND ATTACHMENTS 
7 COMMAND POST LOCATIONS 
R-E-S-T-R-I-O-T-R—D 
l 2 t d George C Melahn 505th PIR 
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SECTION I 
SUMMARY OF DAYS IN COMBAT AREAS 


ne pos- 


al 
as any per- 


kK 


(Note: Tre term "front 1: 
itions" is used below 

iod of time in which a regimental 
combat team or larger groun of the 
Division, whether or not delach- 
ed from the Livision, was in di- 
rect contect with enemy trocps.) 


OPERATION FRONT LINE . CORPS — ARMY TOTAL 
FOI. Room RESERVE 
SICILY (HUSKY) AL 
(i) 10-14 July 143 5 
. 15-16 July 1243 2 
17-24 July 143 E 
(a) 25.July = 19 Aug. !43  - l 26 
Sub-Totals (13) (2) ; (26) (41) 
ITALY | f 163 
Naples-Foggie (Avalanche) 
(Giant) 
Rome-Àrno (Shingle) 
(2) 14-18 Sept. 143 5 
(3) 16-25 Sent. '43 10 
(4) 18-24 Sept. 143 - " 
(5) 25 Sept, - 2 Oct. !43 7 
(6) L-7 Oct, 143 m 
(7) 27 Otts = 25 Nov. 143 30 
(8) 6 Dec. 143 - L Jan. hh 27 
(9) 22 Jan. - 23 March '44 Ge 
(10) (b) 3 Oct. - 19 Nov. '43 (net) 21 
Net Sub-Ictals (142) ; CL) (163) 
NORMANDY (NEPTUNE) 38 
6 June - 8 July '44 33 
9-11 July '44 E 2 
12-13 July e 
Sub-Totals . | (33) (3) (2) (38) 
| = 0) X 
' E O T D i 
i George C Melahn. 505th PIR 
CASIN g 


2 Mex DREES EDAM EMT. AEN ESTEE PCT ie ua ARP EN H PEPPER TE 
R-E-S-TIR-I.C-T-5E-D 
OPERATION ` FRONT LINE CORPS AREY TOTAL, 
- POSITIONS RESERVE RESERVE 
HOLLAND K 58 
(Rhineland) 
17 Sept. = 15 Nov. '44 ANASO 
ARDENNES ` (M 65 
‘18 Dec. '44 — 11 Jan Le 25 
12-27 Jan. '45 2-167 
28 Jane = 4 Fobe Li 8 
5 Feb. '45 DAS 
6-18 Feb. '45 13 
Sub-Totals (46) (17) (63) 
CENTRAL EUROPE 59 
4-16 April '45 15 
(c) 17-25 April 145 9 
26-27 April 145 2 
28 April ~-8 May '45 TI éi 
(a) 9 Bay --1 June 145 24 
Sub-Totalo - (24) (53) (2) (59) 


GRAD TOTALS 316 55 51 422 


TOTAL PAYS IN COMBAT ARFA- - BY YEAR; 
ILZ c 1 
1944 ---175 ` 
1945 -~ 108 
TOTAL | 422 


TOTAL DAYS IN CORBAT AREA AS A RESULT OF 


AIRBORNE DEPLOY ENT GROUND DAPLOYNENT 

SICILY 41 i ITALY 143 d i 
ITALY 20 ARDENNES 63 

NORMANDY 28 ^ CENTRAL 

HOLLAND 58 EUROPE 59 

TOTAL 157 TOTAL 265 

dabis LOL ac 
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NOTIS 


(Di -- 505, 504 Precht ROTG 


(2) -- 504, 505 Prcht ROTS 

(5) -- 325 Gli ROT 

(4) -- Div on right flank of Fifth Army 

(5) -- Div on Sorrento Rióze and Naples Plain 
(6) =- 505 Preht ROT on Volturno River. 

(7) -- 504 Preht ROT in Isernia Sector. 

(8) -~--504 Prcht ROT in Vemfro Sector. 


(9) -—-504 Prcht ROT on Anzio Beachhead. 


(10) -- Het, does not include periods 4-7 Oct !45 or 27 Oct. - 25 


Nove 143 
(a) =- Also occupational duty in Yostern Sicily. 


(b) -= Also cccupational duty in l'aples. Does not include per- 
jods 504 Prcht ROT was in Corps or Army reserve after 
Div proper left Italy. 


(c) ---Also occupational duty in Cologne, Germany, area. 


(d) -- Also ccceupational duty in Ludvigcluct, Germany, areas 


"On the first day of the year of final victory in 
Europe, the Battalion was relieved of the attachment to VII 
Corps, 3d Armored Division, and attached to XVIII Corps 
(Airborne), 82d Airborno Division. These were truly fighting 
mene A squad of the 82d Airborne Division will take ona 
company of the Gerran Àrmy, an 82d Airborne Division Company 
will take on a German Battalion, and to assign any unit of 
the 82d Airborne Division an objective is to know that the 
objective will be taken and held." (Excerpt fron "Victory 
ol, the unit history of the 628th Tank Destroyer Battalion) 


. * * 学 
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SECTION 2 


CASUALTIES 


a» Average casvalty rate: The 82d Airborne Division occupied front lino 
positions for a total of 315 days and suffered a total of 19,586 casualties of 
all typos, an average of 61,98 casvaltios for cach day, on tho basis of com 
putations made 28 May 1945, 


(1) An average of 4,85 mon were missing in action, cach daye 
(2) An average of 59.88 men were woundod each day. 
(3) An avorago of 8.8 mon wore injured cach day. 


(4) An average of 8.43 mon were killod in action or died of wounds 
cach day. 


* * 学 


be Oasvaltiss by campaizn: Figvres available as of 25 October 19/5 show 
that only 106 individuals of the 82d Airborne Division are still listed as 
"Missing in Action", all others listed earlier as "Missing" having been libera- 
ted from prison camps or legally declared dead. A tabulation of casualties on 
this basis, however, would not present a true picture of the Division's status 
during the particular canpaign, and two sets of computations therefore are 
given below, , 


CAMPAIGN MISSING WOUNDED IN “INJURED IN KILLED IN ACTION 
n ACTION AOTION DIED OF OUDS 
ACTION ` Not Bé Not Rtd 
Mi uid dirus 
MN Aer? 
KEE EE 48 474 2256 NE v 153595 
^ ITALY . Jie E CO uoo EE 
* NORMANDY 661 222 1555 704 502 1142 
* HOLLAND 622 1796 821 Sch 196 E55 
*ARDENNES A 
RHINELAND JOL 2075 1036 609 264 440 
**CENTRAL 
EUROPE ~ 30 168 + 34 Ag pl A9 
TOTALS 1535 8024 4580 1689 1093 2665 
12,601 NOR ^ 


Lo e s ee RE REND 


*  -—- Corrected to 12 December 1944 
we —- Corrected to 28 May 19045 
x 一 Figures- not kept for these campaigns 
Not Rtd — Did not return to Division 
Rtd —-— Returned to Division 
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Computations corrected on the basis of official reports received to 25 
October 1945: 


CAMPAIGN - sl METSS ING XE ACTICN KILLED IN ACTION 

De ` OR 

DIED OF YOUNDS 
SICILY 12 i 206 
EE e 2 Sch 
NORMANDY O 13282 
HOLLAND 80 658 
ARDENNES & 
RHINELAND 7 670 
CENTRAL 
EUROPE MAS 万 
TOTALS 106 3,228 
ER 
a eee ee 
* * * 


On the last day of its last campaign the 82d Airborne Division liberated 
five of its soldiers who had been captured in Sicily and later had been "hired 


M = 
Out to German farmers as farm hands. 


* a * 


m 
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ce Casualties by unit (corrected 
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ct 


o 28 May 1955): 


UNIT MIA D INJURED ET 
Rtd Not Rtd or 
Rid DOT 
Div Eq 4 il 11 9 A 4 
Div Hq Co i 15 10 9 T 3 
82 Abn MP Plat 5 4 2 1 
325 Gli Inf 190 1256 731 291 181 380 
504 Prcht Inf 208 18501122 125 85 522 
505 Pr cht Inf 146 1760 1081 SC 263 465 
507 Prcht Inf 257 526 270 96 56 251 
508 Prent Inf sie 1280 665 466 284 25 
2 Bn 401 Gli Inf 165 650 274 109 56 141 
Hq & Hq -Btry 
Div Arty 15 9 2 2 1 
319 Gli FA Bn 44 15 45 p: 57 56 
520 Gli FA Bn 49 48 30 37 24 33 
376 Prcht FA Bn 7 97 56 12 6 62 
456 Proht FA Bn d 104 65 16 8 A4 
80 Abn AA Bn 17 91 p 46 40 42 
507 Abn Engr Bn 34 235 140 21 14 94 
407 Abn QM Co 9 5 
307 Abn Med Co 1 12 6 13 7 T 
82 Abn Sig Co 9 5 2 22 16 1i 
762 Àbn Ord Maint Co 2 1 1 1 
82 Abn Rcn Plat 5 6 2 5 


——————————————————————————— 


8024 A580 1689 


EE 


NOTES: The 507th Parachute Infantry was attached for the NORMANDY Campaigne 


TOTALS 


The 508th Parachute Infantry 


1535 


ARDENNES & RHINELAND Campaigns. 


1095 


2665 


was attached for the NORMANDY, HOLLAND, 


The 2d Battalion, 40lst Glider Infantry, was attached to the 325th 
Glider Infantry (to give the 325th a total of three battalions) in 
HOLLAND, ARDZHNZS & RHINELAND Campaigns and was absor bec 
by the 325th on 1 March 1945. 


the NORMANDY, 


Figures for the 82d Parachute Maintenance Company (Prov) are included 
in those for other Parachute units. 
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SECTION JII 


AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
A. INDIVIDUAL DECORATIONS ( S OF THE UNITED pum 
OF Aa OA 


一 一 一 -一 一 一 ~ 一 -一 


jC el RE MEDAL OF HONOR 


PRIVATE JOEN H. TOWLE 


(Posthuuously. 


50ATH PARACHUTE INFANTRY 
Gallantry in Action in Holland) 


1ST SERGEANT LEONARD A. FUNK 508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY 
(Gallantry in Action in the Ardennes) 


ST ei RT ER E e en re EIST Zi 


DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 
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X— Denotes Oak Leaf Cluster also. awarded 
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NAME RANK UNIT 
Atcheson, Robert B, ;.. Major 504th Parachute Infantry 
Baldwin, Lewis N。 Cpl, 456th Parachute Field artillery 

Battalion 
:Bednarz, Walter,J. Cpl, 5C8th Parachute Infantry 
*Billingslea, Charles E. Col. 325*h Glider Infantry 
Clarke, James F, 2d Lt. 507th Parachute Infantry 
Cook, Julian Á. Lt. Col. 504th Parachüte Infantry 
Cymerys, Charles F. acpi, 505th Parachute Infantry 
Del Grippo, Daniel T. f Sc 504th Parachute Infantry 
Doerfler, Eugene a, ist 30. 505th Parachute Infantry 
Dunham, Don B. Ma jor 504th Parachute Infantry 
Dustin, Shelton W, Seas 504th Parachute Infantry 
Fessler, John H. S Bebe 507th Parachute Infantry 
Foley, John P. lst Lt, 508th Parachute Infantry 
Funk, Leonard 4, .lst Sgt. 508th Parachute Infantry 
.*Gavin, James M. Major Gen. 505th Parachute Infantry 
Gilbert, Emil P. DE is 507th Parachute Infantry 
Gordon, Oscar L. ed Lte 505th Parachute Infantry 
` Gorham, Arthur F. lig Gola 505th Parachute Infantry 
Grenado, Jonn Cpl. 504th Parachute Infantry 
Gushue, Charles 4, Sgt. 508th Parachute Infantry 
Hanna, Roy M. lst Lt. 504th Parachute Infantry 
Harper, Lee W, Pvt. 456th Parachute Field ertillery 
Battalion 
Harris, Wesley O. Capt, 307th &irborne Engineer Jette 
Battalion 
Harrison, Willard ` Ma jor 504th Parachute Infantry 
Henderson, alvin H. S/Sgt. 508th Parachute Infantry 
Holstoi, Raymond S, Pics 504th Parachute Infantry 
Hord, Shelby R. Pvt, 504th Parachute Infantry 
. HuempZner, Milo C. PLCs Division Headquarters Company 
Hughes, John A. ist Lt. 507th Parachute Infantry 
Jusek, Joseph J. Cpl, 504th Parachute Infantry 
Kaiser, James L. TREE 505th Parachute Infantry 
Karnap, Bernard E, 2d It, 504th Parachute Infantry 
Kelley, Charles B。 Pvt. 507th Parachute Infentry 
" Kellogg, William H. Capt. -307th airborne Engineer 
$ e : Battalion 
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NAME RENK UNIT 
Kero, "illiam E. Sgt. 307th airborne Engineer 
: : : Battalion 
Kiernan, James R, lst Lt, 504th Parachute Infantry 
Kinsey, Paul S, lst Lt, 325th Glider Infantry 
Kiroy, Yarsel DE 5073k Parachute Infantry 
Koss, Joseph M. Pfc. 504th Parachute Infantry 
Krause, Edward C, It. Col. 5C5ih Parachute Infantry 
Kumler, Iyle Kk. Sgt. 5UStn Parachute Infantry 
Lapnin, Geerge D. lgt vs SCéth Parachute Infantry 
Taénseadel, William G. pies 504th Parachute infantry 
Lockwood, John A. Pvt. 506th Parachute Infantry 
Madlock, Hy P. , ef 5072h Parachute Infantry 
Megellas, James let Lis SC pn Parachute Infantry 
Mendez, Louis G. Lt, Col. 5CSbh Parachute Infantry 
Myers, Joseph F, isi beo 25th Glider Infantry 
Muzynski, Walter J. ip. 504th Parachute Infantry 
Nau, Charles E. Cri. 501th Parachute Infantry 
Ostberg, E.J. Lt, Col, 507th Parachute Infantry 
Parris, Harold L. Dus 5C8thn Parachute Infantry 
Polette, Lloyd 工 。 dst Lt, 508th Parachute Infantry 
Prager, Clarence BE. as 505th Parachute Infantry 
Prager, Leonard A, dien Sere 508th Parachute Infantry 


“Ridgway, Matthew B, Major Gen. Division Headquarters 


RS LR ED 


Roberts, Ernest T, 1 Co 5CSth Parachute Infantry 
Rutledge, James A. Veet. 50@th Parachute Infantry 
Sanford, Teddy A. Eo Cola 326th Glider Infantry 
Sayre, Edwin i. Capt. . 505th Parachute Infantry 
Shanley, Thomas d, ti; Colo 508th Parachute Infantry 
Sinovi ca, Frank Le , S/Sgts 508th Parachute Infantr 
Sprinkle, John I, deens JU 5C5th Parachute Infantry 
Stevens, Stanley E, S/Sgt. 508&h Parachute Infantry 
Swenson, John H. ie. (oic 325th Glider Infantry 
Taylor, Stokes M. ` Cpl. 80th Airborne Anti-aircraft 
Battalion 
Terry, rae Sa d Sgt. 325th Glider Infantry 
*Tucker, Rei uben H, d Col, 504th Parachute Infantry 
Wand dervoort, Benjamin H. Lt. Col. 505th Parachute Infantry 
Walsh, William P. SASE ta - 504th Parachute Infantry 
Wagon, Donald B. 2d Lt, 325th Giider Infantry 
Wertich, Jake L. lst Lt. 5C8th Parachute Infantry 
Ziegler, Harvey lst Lt, 505th Parachute Infantry 
Zwingman, Otto K, Pvt, 508th Parachute Infantry 
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. "NOTE: 
12 October 1945. 
being processed at that time. 


awe 


'" BY CAMPAIGN - 


espe cr listed below include ecorations E dT dod through 
Approximately ‘140 recommendations for decorations were 


REOR UNS 


e sg" 
a 
EE 
D? 


EE 


T 


"n 


VER Sh a 


CAMPAIGN Em MofH ' pst LofM SS ` BS 
SICILY--"' 9 July 43 - EC hug Y uae m 9 102799158 
ITALY 12 Sept A3. 19 Nov Ee ^ 4 2 58 59 
a x22 Mar 44 
` NORMANDY 6 Jun 44 - 12 Jul 44 32 1i 271 925 
HOLLAND 17 Sept e EG Nov AR 20) 3 209 "709 
BELGIUM 18 Dec 4h — -27 Feb j^ ME e E i 5 169 396 © 
GERMANY '' 2 Apr A SE, Ster 85 Bh 
TOTAL ue CH ^32 894 2478 
*504th Parachute Infantry eye bd 
e Gan 
; i | wwe Silver Bronze 
UNIT MofH DSC LofM Star Star 
Hq-82d Abn Div k 12 1l 108 
| MP Platoon i I al 5 
PPcht Maint Co 1 4 
„207th Abn Med Co 1 | 9 53 
. B2d-Àbn Sig Co 3 T 9 
407th Abn Qu Co 5 
782d Abn ord Maint Co 2 17 
Recon EE 4 9 
' 307th Abn Engr Bn 3 2 © 20 .100 
325th Gli Inf E 2 2095 ^266 - 
80th Abn AA Bn ` E 17 Sai L5 
319th Gli FA Bn ê L5 
E 1 5 22 
| 2108.2 
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UNIT M 
320th Gli FA Bn 

456th Prcht FA Bn 

376th Prcht FA Bn 

504th Preht Inf 

505th Pret Inf 


Other 


TOTAL RI 2 


C. 


AWARD 


of H 


SUMA 


Bronze 
Star — 


Silver 


DSC LofM Star 


10 Dh 


2 2} 25 


78 32 


RY OP DECORATIONS OF 


CELLED GOVERNMENTS 
NUMBER PRESENTED 


FRENCH 


Croix De Guerre A L'Ordre De L'Armee (Army Level)..... sao ooonos, 7 


Croix De 
Croix De 
Croix De 


Military Ü oss. I DERE ME ee 


Miiinary Med Lagere S 


Seëeeeaeeeegeuoeeeoeégéegeeegeeeeepeeeeëeeg 


Guerre Li Ordre De La Division (Division Level)......... 3 
Guerre A L'Ordre Du Regiment (Regimental Level)........ 
Guerre emt Eer ee c 


«16 


53 
BRITISH 


e6$090600604r92060922292o0*909 sees, 6 


‘ Distinguished Service OL deg eet ee EE crave see sie t sie neige 2 


, Distinguished Conduct Medal.eeseeeeooeeeesoeseee totos ooo). 23 


Order of Alexander NIS Oogaoa m OODOCOOOOUDOSODTODOUDODOSITDGOIO 
Order of the PeoplesiWar, ist Depress... (Quim E S ETT LAR RAS 
Order e£ the Peoplesmar, 2nd Despee. 1 sees se eee css eh sees 4 
Medal For Valore nonoDODOJUODODODORGOUOUDODOUOOOnODnO ODDO OO GO 
Medal For Combat Service. eessosanénspessesusdess 5500€ 


ORANGE NASSAU IN 


RUSSIAN 


thor 


HOLLAND 


Degree of Grand 人 em ab 
Degree of Connan Eet EE du 
Degree of Officers dise. es ees eeescetee ie EE 5 


Military Willems Order. cfs) eie'e oiaieleieis: EE 
Bronze 的 


Bronze SS = 


George C Melahn 505th PIR 


le cedi 


R-E-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D 


CITATIONS OF THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION AS A WHOLE 


THE mo. oes -— an TILLERS ee d aes OF KNIGHT OF THE FOURTH 
STHER d 


17 September Tou 2 D SE 1944, (See ee Ha) 


"a -— a FOURRAGERE i) ^O. Awarded for gallantry in action in BELGIUM 
ebruary 1945 in the ARDENNES, the 82d Airborne 

geg having been cited Gace in the Order of the Day of the Belgian Arny. 

n 


DN 


FRANCE —— CITATION. For gallantry in action in NORMANDY. 


PRESID EAE CITATIONS OF UNITS OF THE C2D AIRBORNS DIVISION 


UNIT CAMPAIGN 
Division Headquarters and Normandy 


Headquarters Company 
525th Glider Infantry Normandy 


let Battalion, 504th Parachute Ardennes 
Infantry (Less Company A) 


Company A, 504th Parachute Infantry Central Europe 
Jd Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Rome-Arno (Anzio) 
509th Parachute Infantry Normandy 
507th Parachute Infa ntry (Attached) eM 
208th Parachute Infantry (Attached) Normandy 
Headquarters and Headquarters | Normandy 
Battery, 82d Airborne Division 
Artillery 
219th Glider Field Artillery Battalion Normandy 
320th Glider Field Artillery Battalion Normandy 
82d Airborne Sigral Company Normandy 
407th Airborne Medical Compa ny Normandy 
Headquarters and Batteries A,B, and C, Normandy 


80th Airborne Antiaircraft Botte sen 


Companies A and B, 307th Airbornc Normandy 
Engineer Battalion 
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407th Airborne Quartermaster Contan, 


207th 


782d Airborne Ordnance 
82d Parachute i 


666th Quarter: 


Air! 


i 


ji 
porne Medical Company 


tenance Com 


any 


ster Truck Company (Attached) 


TALY 


NORMANDY 


HOLLAND 


ARDINIE 


CENTR AL E 


TOTAL 


NOTES: ures 


Division Fy 
captured 5; i yx 
from the Division. The above f zu 
soners taxon by the 505th Parachute 
d 54 504th and 505th R 
o ZI FASS sector, 
ROT in the ISURIH 


A QUES AWARDED UNITS 


m through the 
ude any prisoners 
e units were detache: 
th not include pri- 
T in the a days of 
26 NO BEACH 


ER 
on the T 


RO or ANZIO sectorr 
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HEADQUARTERS 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
Offico cf tho Division Commander 


e o a 2 APO 469 U. S. Army 
ue ! ' 12 October 1945 


GENERAL ORDERS ) 

UMBER 125 ) SECTION 

NETHERLANDS DECRES, DATED 8 
VILLELS s Mem E en cs ue Ex E 


MINISTERIAL DECREZ, NETUS 
WEARING OF THE ORAN 


THERLAND ÁRNY - - ~- - -> II 
I -- NETHERLANDS DZORER; 


Announcement is made of tho Nothorlands award of tho "Xilitairo Tilloms 
Ordo", degree of Knight of tho Seet class, to tho S2d Airborne Division. Tho 
3 ( 、 ` H ; . ` : 
Netherlands Decree, datod 8 Octobor 1945, is ho eby quoted: 


"YE WILEELUINA, by the Graco of God, Quoon of the No therlands, Princess of 
Orange-Nassau, ctc., otc., ctc. 


On the recommendation of Our Ministers of ‘ar end for Forcign Affairs, dato 
October 5, 1945, Socrot Ur.Y¥.22; 


In accordance with the provisions of the amondod Act of April 50, 1815, Nr. 
(Statoo-Book Nr.33); 


In view of the clause 18 of tho Resulations of adninistration and disciplin 
fof tho "Militaire Yillems Ordo"; as laid down in tho Royal Decroo of Juno 25, 
1815, Wr.10; 


Considering that thc 82d Airborne Division of the United States-Army, during 
the airborne operations a-d tho posue fighting actions in tho central part of 
the Netherlands in the period from Soptombor 17 to Octobor 4, 1944, excelled in 
performing the > tasks, allotted to it, with tact, coupled with - superior gallantry, 
self-sacrifice and loyalty; 


Considcring also, that the actions, Pought by the aforesaid Division, took 
place in the area of iL Ur à i $ 


HAVE APPROVED ARD ORDERED; 


1. -To decree, that the Divisional Colours of the 82d Airborne Division of the 
-United States Army shall bo docoratod with pu "Militaire "illens Orde! : 
degroo of Knight of the fourth class; 


2. To authorize the Division to cor ry in its Divisional Colours the name of the 

town of . 

NIJPZZGEN 1944 

Our Hinistors of "ar and fo r Foroign Affairs aro, cach for his own part, in 
charge of the oxocution of this Docroe, BOT of which shall be sent to tho 
Chancellor of the Nothorlands Orders of Knighthood. 
THE HAGUE, Deere 8, 1945 
(sgd.) WILHELNINA 
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THE MINISTER OF ‘WAR 
(sgd.) J. EEIJNSH, 
THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
(sgd.) VAN KLEFFENS l 
; — Conforrable to the original, 
tho Director-of the Cabinet of the Queen, 
(sgd.) VAN TETS VAN SOULAIAAN. 
We For true translation, 
The acting Chancellor of the Netherlands Orders: 
of Knighthood, + 
(sgd.) KOFFLER." 


II _-- MINISTERIAL DECREE, NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT s 


Ministerial Deéree of the Netherlards Minister of Yar, dated 8 October 1945, 
granting the personnel of the 824 Airborne Division, who participated in opor- 
-ations during the period of 17 Soptonbor to 4 October 1944, authority to wear 

the ORANGE LANYARD of the Royal Metherlands Army is quoted: 


HeaLANDS NINISTZR OF "AR, dated October 8, 


3 


 "HINISTERIAL DECREE OF THE FET 

1945, Section IIT A, Socrot Zoch 25 
Tho Minister of ‘lar considering, that the outstanding perforrance of duty 

of tho 82d Airborne Division, United States Ar, Curing the airborne operations 
and the onsuing fighting actions in the central part of the NETHERLANDS in the 
period from Septerbor 17 to October k, 1944, have inducod HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
to decorate its-Divisioml Colours with the "LILITAIRZ "ILLELS-ORDE" degree of 
Knight of tho fourth class; CONSIDERING also, that it is desirable for o&ch 
porber of tho Division, who tock part in the aforo-said operations, to possess 
& lasting nenonto of this glorious struggle; 


DZCREZS: hat cach rember of tho personnel of the 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION, 
UNITED STATES. ARIY, who took part in the operations in tho area of NIJMEGEN in 
tho poriod fror: September 17 to Octobor A, 1944, is allowod to wear the ORANGE 
LANYARD, as laid down in article 125g of tho Clothing Regulations/1944, of the 
Royal Fothorlands Amry. 

THE HAGUE, OCTOBER 8, 1945, 
m E S THE LINISTER OF PAR 
(Minister van Oorlog). 


Se 


BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL GAVIN: Ix 


Colonel, GSC 
Chicf of Staff 


OFFICIAL: 
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D 


COR D. CRIT’ 
^ Vajor, AGD' 
41 


Adjutant 7” 


DISTRIBUTION: 
"A" & "O! plus 3 to TAG (Attn: Decorations & Awards Branch, 
Munitions Bldge, "ash. 25, D. C.) 
2 to OG, USFET (Roar) (Attn: Awards & Decorations: 
Branch, AG Mil Pora Div)) ` 
- 1 to OG, US Hq Berlin District 
2 to CO, 45th MRU (Mobile) AFO 755 
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HEADQUARTERS 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
Office of thc Division Commander 


APO 469, U.S. Army 
8 Octobor 1945 


BELGIU: CITATION 


Pursuant to authority contained in ti 
fenso Docree Numbor 1034, datod 4 October 1 
award of the fourragoro 1940 to tho 2d Air? 
Infantry Regiment. Avpropriate portions fr 


ho Bolgium Ministry of National De- 
G45, announcoanont is mado of the 
borne Division and tho 508 Parachute 
om the Decrce are hereby quoted: 
"At the proposal of the Kinister of Natioml Der enas we have decreed and 
we order: 


Article 1: The 82d Airborne Division with the 508th Parachute Infantry Regi- 


ment attached is cited twice in the Orcer of tho Day of tho Belgian Army and is 
herewith given the fourragoro 1940, for: 


'1. This elite Division which has gone with great elan through the cam- 
paigns of Tunisia, Sicily, Itely, Ho lend and France, has distinguished itself 
particularly in tho Battle of the Ardonnos from Decemler 17 to December 31, 1944. 
Called upon as a roinforcement by tho Allied High Command in the evening of the 
17 December, at a timo when thc da 7 was in tho vicinity of Reims, tho Div- 

ision was-able to tako up combat pcsitions in tho region of "orbomont only 24 
hours lator and this under vory scvere climatic conditions. Progressing towards 
Ambleve and tho Salm, the Division cponed aid mintaincd a corridor for tho ele- 
ments of four American Divisions which were surrounded in the vicinity of St. 
Vith, thus giving now courage to the ongzagod units. The Division had prevented 
the enemy from piercing tho north flank of thc pockot created by tho offensive 
of Von Rundstedt and thusly succeeded in saving the city of Liogo and its sur- 
roundings from a second occupation by tho Germans. 


2. After having excolled in defensive warfaro at the banks of tho Salm and 
the Ambleve and after having repelled succossfully tho ropoatod attacks of tho 
best German shocktroops, tho 82d Airborne Division with tho 50&th Parachute In- 
fantry Roziment attached, in spite of oxtrore cold and oxoo85ivoly doen snow, 
wont on tho offensive thomsolvos and advanced to tho German border, capturing 
2500 Gorman prisoners, i including 2 battalion comuandors. This fighting was ox- 
tromoly valorous as tho organic composition of tho Division handicapped the unit 
considerably, not having at thrir disposal, as any other Infantry Division would 
have, hcavy weapons to support vhoir attack. During 25 days, undor most painful 
and advorso conditions, the votorans of tho 82d Àirborno Division did not cease 
to givo & wondorful oxamp of courage and horoism, oxomplifying thoir fighting 


€ 
D 


spirit by several See b ori sections.» by its volor, the Division wrote 
another page in heroic a LS of àl 2 airborne troops and rendered an important 
sorvice to Belgium and to thc Allicd cause by establishing the necessa ry basis 
for the new pursuit of the cnemy towards the Rhine River a 


Article 2: The Minister of National Defense is herewith ordered to execute 
the decrece 


lid  x 
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Forthe Rogont: 


Tho Zinistor of National Defense, 


siznod: Le Éundolcor,"" 


BY COMMAND OF KAJOR GENERAL GAVIN:. 


R. H, TIECECKE 


Colonel, 
Chicf of 


OFFICIAL: 


Vajor, AGD 
Adjutaiat Gonóral 


DISTAIBUTION: 


GSC 
taff 


"A" & "C" plus 3 to TAG (Attn: Docorations & Awards Branch, 


Munitions Bldg., "ash, 25, 2.04) 


2 to OG, USFZT (Rear) (Attn: Awards & Decorations 


Branch, AG Military Pore Div) 
l to OG, US Hu Borlin District | 


25 to CO, 908th Proht Inf 
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SECTION 5. 
COMMAND AND STAFF - 


82D INFANTRY DIVISION 


82D AIRSORN€ DIVISIO 


25, MARCH 1942 -- 25 OCTOBER, 1945 


Dates shown for proucticon ire dates of rank unless shown with an asterisk 


NOTE: 
(äi, If shown with an asterisk the dates aro datos of &ccoptanco of pro- 
notion. i: 
COMMANDING GaNTRADS FRO TO 
Major Gon. Orar 9, Bradlay 25 Harch '42 25 Juno !42 
Brig. Gen. Matthow B. Ridgway 26 dune !42. 5 August '42 


R-E-S-TI-R-I-C-T-E- 


Major Gon. Matthow B. Ridgway |: 7 August '42 27 August '44 
Brig. Gen. James M. Gavin 28 August '44 19 October Jh 
Major Gen, James M. Gavin | 20 Octobor !44 To Dato 
ASSISTANT, DIVISION COMMANDERS 
Brig. Gon. Matthow B. Ridgway 25 March '42 25 Juno !4? 
Col. Don F. Pratt. À e 3 July M2 ` 15 August '42 
Brig. Gon. William M. Miloy' 18 August '42 15 January IJ 
Col. Charics L. Koorans, Jr. 17 Janvary '43 6 February '43 
Brig. Gon. Charles L. Keorans, Jr. 7 Fobruary '43(MIA)11 July 143 
Col. James ii. Gavin [4 October !45 6 October 145 
‘Brig. Gon. Jon M. Gavin. *7 October !45 27 August '44 
"ol Is P. Swift © 15 December '44 19 March '45 
- ; Brige Gone. ira, Pe Swift f 20 March '45 2 Septenber '45 
COMMAT -DING GENERALS, DIVISIO. ARTI 
Brig. Gon. Josoph i. Swing 25 March '42 11 December !42 
Brig. Gen. Maxwoll D. Taylor ' *12 Decomber '42 5 October !45 
Col. Franis A. March . 6 Octobor Ti 6 February '44 
Brig. Gon. ifaxwoll D. Taylor 7 Fobrvary '44 21 Fobruary '44 
Col. Francis A. March 22 Fobruary '44 7 Kay 44 
. Col. Lomuol Mathewsen 8 xay '44 21 May '44 
‘Col. Francis A. March 22 May '44 15 November '44 
Brig. Gon. Francis A. March 16 Novembor '44 To Date 
CHIEFS OF STAFF 
Col. George Van Y. Popo '25 March '42 5 July '42 
Col. Maxwell D. Taylor ` . 6 July 2 11 Docenbor '42 
Ite Cols Ralph P. Eaton .12 December '42 4 Janvary 145 
Ole Ralph Pa Paton a A 5 January '43 27 Àugust 145 
Lt. Col. Robort H. "ionocko 28 August '44 28 Cetober '44 
Col, Robort H, ‘lionecke 29 Octobor 44 To Date 
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ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-A 

Lt. Col. Ralph P, Eaton (Acting) 
Major Ralph C. Cooper 

Capt. Frederick Me Sohollharror 
Major Frederick Ms Scholihanmor 
C&pt; Thomas-B. Kottorson (Acting) 
Capt. Thoras Ba Kotterson 

Major Thomas Be Ketterson 

Major Frederick M: Schullhammer 
Lt. Cole Froderick M. Schollhemmor 
Major Alfred We Ireland 

Lt. Col. Alfred We Ireland 


ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, Ga 


Major George E. Lynch 

Lt. Col. George Ey Lynch 

Lt. Col. Whitfield Jack 

Lt. Col. "alter I. Winton, Jrs 
Major Michael Ke Berkut (Acting) 
Major Paul E. Vaupel 


SSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-3 


ae Willis S. Matthews 

e Col, Willis S. Matthews 
E Richard Ke Boyd ; 
Lt. Col. Richard K. Boyd. 
Lt. Col. Whitfield Jack 
Lt. Col. Paul L. Turner, Jr, 
Lt. Col. Robert H. 'lionocko 
Major John Norton 
Lt. Col. John Norton 


ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-A 


Lt. Col. Truman C, Thorson 

Ma jor Robert Hə Yionecke 

Lt. Col. Robert Hs Yienecke 

Major Bennie Av Zinn 

Lt. Col. Bennie Ae Zinn 

Lt. Col. Frank We Moorman (Acting) 
Lt, Col. Frank Y, Moorman 

Major Albert G. Marin 

Lt. Col. Albort G. Marin 


FROM 


25 March 2 
5 May '42- 
22 Juno !42 
4 August 142 


17 Decombor '42 
30 January '45 
28 March !45 

12 April 145 
28 August. 44 

6 November ‘44 


25 March !42- 
*4 April '42 

2 October Mj5- 
28 August 144 

l July !45 

19 July :45 


25 March 2 


el " 
, #4 April Mp 


G due y i4» 

8 October !42 
20 August 45 

2 Oezoner A5 
17 February '44 
28 August ‘44 
26 October i44 


25 March !42 
19 August !42 
1 February '43 
17 February '44 
1 June '44 
7 June '44 
17 July 4 
28 Auguct !44 
11 November '44 


^r 
9 Soptenbor 42. 


TO 


2 May tho 
21 June !42 
I5 August !42 
17 December Az - 


. 16 Decesbor 142 


29 Janvary '43 
27 March RE 
ES Apy Se T43 
27 August '44 
5 Novombor thy 


"Uo Date 


2 April Le: 


- 26 September !45 
. 27 August '44 


20 June !45 
18 July '45 
To Dato 


5 April M2 

5 July U2 

4 Oc 3 M 142 
9 August IJ 

l October '43 
16 February '44 ` 
27 August '44 

25 October !44 
To Date 


18 August '42 
2i January !45 
16 February '44 
51 May Um 

16 June '44 

16 July !44 

27 August !A4 
10 November '44 
To Date 


ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-~5 (Seo also Military Goverment Officer) 


Major Arthur Ye Seward, Jr. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL 


Lt. Col. Ralph Pe Eaton 
Captain Raymond M. Britton 
Major Raymond Me ET 
Major John Poole 

Major Raymond Me Britton 


13 August !45 


25 arch '42 
12 Decombor Io 
20 January 145 


|. 17 February Ia 


15 March !45 


9 79 
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17 October '45 


11 December '42 
29 January '43 
16 February Ia 
12 March (is 

31 January '44 
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ADJUTANT GENERAL 


Lt. Col. Raymond M. Britton 
Major Maurice E. Stuart (Acting) 
Ma jor Maurice E. Stuart 

Lt. Col. :aurice E. Stuart 
Major John D. Gray 


CHA PLA IN 


lst Lt. Garner.D. Noland 
Major Charles “I. Lovin 
Capt. George Le Riddle 
Major George L. Riddle 
Lt. Col. George L. Riddle 
Captain.Georgo Be .Tood 
Major George B. "cod 


CHEMICAL OFFICER ` 


Major John P. Geiger 
Lt. Col. John P. Geiger 


FINANCE OFFICER 


Major Jillian E. Johnson 
Lte. Col.. Villian E. Johnson 


HEADQUARTERS CO:MANDANT 


Capt. Jean Ge Callahan 
Major Jean Ge Callahan 
Capt.:Jchn He Swenson 
Major John H. Swenson 
Capta “Willian C. Shreve 
Capt. “alter H. Chandler, Jr. 
Capt. Don C. Faith, Jr. 
Major Don C. Faith Jr. 
Capt. illian H. Johnson 
Major Yilliam H. Johnson ` 
Capt. George J. Claussen 
Major Lawrence L. Lynch 


INSPECTOR GENERAL 


Lt. Col. Villard S. "adolton 
bt. Col. Charles F. Barrett, dr. 
Lt. Col. Frank P. Dunnington 
Capt. Yillian F. Jones: 

Lt. Col. Edward 8, Nelson, Jr. 


JUDGE ADVOCATE GE.ERAL 


Major Eugono G. Cushing 
Lt. Col. Eugone G. Cushing 
Capt. Casinir D. Moss 
Major Casinir D. Moss 

Lt. Col. Casinir D. Moss 
Major Nicholas E. Allon ' 


1 February '44 

2 February '45 
22 February '45 
16 May !45 

> July '45 


25 March '42” 
50 March !42: 
February Is 
March '43 
February '44 
November '44 
January '45 


N 一 
DO NM op ges ND 


25 March '42 
*8 April Län 


25 iarch 142- 
5 August '42 ` 


25 March 142 
*B April Li 
14 August '42 
14 September 142 
21 February !45 
21 August !45 
18 January '44 
10 May jh 
24 August '44 | 
7 October '44 
1 March '45 
l July 45 ` 


25 March '42 

9 Septomber '42- 
28 August '44 

17 March 145 


1 July '45 
25 iarch !42 
9 July '42 


15 August !42 
7 Soptorbor!42 
2 April '43 
28 August '44 


TO 


21 Febrvary '45 
21 Febrvary "An 


15 May '45 
30 June '45 


To Date 


29 March 1427 

8 Febrvary '45 

l March !45 

5 January 44 
12 November '44 
21 January '45 
To Date 


7 April '42 
To Date 


2 August 142- 
To Date 


7 April 142 

15 August. 42 

15 September '42 
20 February IJ 


2 August !45 
17 January '44 
9 May '44 


25 August '44 

6 October '44 
28 February '45 
30 June '45 

To Date 


8 September '42° 


. 27 August 44 


16 March 45. 


50 June 5. 
To Dato 
8 July (är 


14 August '42 

6 September JJ 
2 April '43 
27 August '44 

6 December '44 


"epa 
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JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL 
i Lt. Col Nicholas. B. Allon 
puer Robort F. Hi Pollock 


ORDE: iNCE — 

Out. Jestiva. X. Finkel 
Major Joshua A. Finkel 
."Lt. Col. Joshua A. Finkel 

* Major Mayo S. Silvey 
te Col. Kayo.S. Silvey 
Lt. Cel. Ra nord Y. Svith 


PROVOST P ARSEAL 


COMER Ce Callahan 

| Capt. John He Swonson 
Major Jchn H. Swenson 
Capt. William P. Bowden 
Major Willian P. Bowdon 
Major Frederick’ 4. MeCellun 
Major Prul E. Vaupel, 
Capt. Robort B, Fattorgen 


QU. RTZRE ASTA 


Lt. Col. Samucl E. Bakor 

Ma jor Erlo H, Landers 

Lt. Col. Erle He Landers 
ist Lt. Harvey X. Lifset 
Major Jchn ". Mchrnan 

Lt. Col. John 7. Mohrran 
Lt. Col. Rayncnd He Tiffany 
Ma jor Samuel M, Mays 


SIGNAL OFFICER ， 
eas. Prank | 7. Hoorran 
Mejor Frank 7. Mcorran 
Lt. Gol. frank We Mcorran 
Capte Robert E, Furnan 
‘Majer Bobort Es Furnan 
Lt, Col. Robert E. Furman 
Lis Sei, i21 P, Ahor 
Sport Sue OFFICER 
(är 14. SANT &.-Shobeck 
SC Hirclá Ae Shebeck 
lst Lt. Shirloy He Dix 
Capte.Frederick 3 Ge McCollum 
Major Frodorick G. MeCollua 
Capt. Rudrick R. Otto 
Major Rudrick ce Otto 
Major Sanucl H; Mays 
Capt. Se Jum Ellictt 


Ruf T-RaToCAT- ED 


7 
17 


25 
m 
50 
13 
20 
1 


MN P2 I2 ft Po 
NOOO Ff Pu 


2. RN 
NO NN 


25 
H5 
30 
19 
24 
19 

1 
ST 


25 
ol 


FROM 
Deconbor !44 
October '45 


Mar ch, ! 42 
Àpril !42 


Neverbor '42 
Decorbor !44 
March’ !4 


July 4 


March !42 
August '42 
September !42 
Octcbor '42- 
January '43 
January ThA 
May y 

July !45 


tarch '42 
August ee 
Mlevetbor 42 
March Lis 
March !45 
November !45 
July '45 
Septonber '45 


March 142 
April !42 


8 Octobor '42 


CS 
8 


July '44 
Soptember 
March '45 . 
July '45 


(A 


‘March '42 


142 


August 


Decenber 142 


March '43 
Sopt. !45 
January '44 
Soptonbor '44 
d MURS ee 
September "45 


W^ Ust TOME TAA. 


TO 


16 October '45 
‘Lo Dato 


Noverbor 

12 December 

19 March '45 
Juno '45 

To. Da to 


144 


15 August '42 

13 September '42 
19 October 142 
January '43 
6 Janvary '44 
May !45 

July !45' 

To Date , 


August '42 
November !42 
16 March Ti 

; March !45 
Novenber Ji 
June '45 
September '45 
o Date 


5 April, Të 

7 October '42 
16 July '44 

7 Septonbor '44 


28 February '45 
30 June '45 
To Date 


tho 
he 


5 August 
Dococbor 
2 March '43 
18 Septembor !45 
6 January '44 
21 August '44 


50 June '45 
20 September '45 
Eeer 


D 
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SURGEON FROM TO 
25 March 1427 
30 January '43 
5 March '43- 
28 August ‘44% 
8 Scptoubor '44 


21 January '43 

2 March Ia 
27 August ‘44 

T Soptónbor '44 
To Date F 


Lt. Col. Clifford Best 

Major Woolcott L. Etienne 

Lt. Col. Woolcott Le Etienne 
Major Willian Ce Lindstron 
Lt. Col. William C. Lindstrom 


MILITARY GOVERNKENT OFFICER (Soe also G-5) 
26 Decenbor '44 


25 Deconbor '44 
. 11 February '45 


22 Kay Hp 
16 Deconbor '44 
26 Deconbor '44 


Capt. Poter Shouvaloff 
Capt. Arthur Seward, Jr. (Acting). 
Capt. Arthur Seward, Jr, i 


Major Arthur Soward, Jre ll Fobrvary 145 12 August "An 
PARACHUTE MAINTENANCE OFFICER (Authorizod 1 March 145) 

Capt. Janos E. Griffin : iar ch "e 30 April 145 

Major Janes E. Griffin 1 May '45 To Date 


25th Glider Infantry on 1 
- August 1942. 


COMMANDING OFFICER 325TH INFANTRY (Redesignated 


25 larch 142- 
28 July e 

14 August '42 
22 August '44 
29 October '44 


27 July e 

15 August '4e 
21 August '44 
28 Octobor '44 
To Date 


Col. Claudius. Me Easloy 

Lt. Cole donn D. Scott 

Lt. Col. Harry b. Lewis 

Lt. Col, Charles E. Billingsloa 
Col. Charles E. Billingslca: 


226TH INFANTRY (REDESIGNATED 226TH GLIDER INFANTRY ON 


DIVISION ON 10 FEBRUARY 1945 
25 March '42 


COMMANDING OFFICER 


AUGUST,+1942),. TRANSFERRED FROM 


Col. Stuart Cutler 10 February '45 


COMMANDING OFFICER, 327TH INFANTRY (TRANSFERRED FROM DIVISION ON 1 AUGUST, 1942, 


Col. George Be Wear 25 March !A2: 15 August IJ 


COMMANDING OFFICER, 


AUGUST, . 1942). 


ours PARACHUTE INFANTRY (ASSIGNED TO DIVISION ON 1 


Gol, Theodére L. Dunn 


i LtDol pelos H. ‘Tucker oes) 


Lt. Cole Reuben He Tucker 
‘Col. Rouben He Tucker ` 


COMMANDING OFFICER 


15 August '42° 


16 December '42 


(Date Regt asgd to Div)? 


1 December '42 
16 December !42: 


29 May !45 


50 TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY ASSIGNED TO DIVISION ON 10 


15 December hee 
28 May: 143 
To Date 


FEBRUARY 143, 


4 Octerer S 


Col. James M. Gavin. ^ | 6 July 142 
Lt. Col. Herbort Fe Batcholor 3 October 145 21 March '44 
Lt. Col. Willian E. Ekran 22^March '44 ' 21 July '44° 
Cole Willian E» Ekman 22 July ss To Date 
\ 
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RJB-S-T-R- T0. 0-9-p 


EXECUTIVE OFFICER, DIVISION ARTILLERY HW 0 5o ene 

Col. Sidnoy F. Dinin = March $42 5 January '43 

Lt. Col. Prencis A. Mareh $75. 6 Janvary '45 . 15 January !45 

Col. Francis A. March LCS SESS D !45 - 5 Octcbor (is: 

Lt. Gei, Villian H, Bortse - ^ > 6 October "5. 6 February "Ah 

Col. Francis A, March : 7 Fobrvary '43 21 Fobrvary '44 . 

Lt, Col. Villian H. Bertsch ; 21 Fobruary '44 9 Juno '44 

Col. Villian He Bortach tree ^ 10 June '44 24 Soptohbor. 4. 
. Lt. Col. Wilbur dH. Griffith 25 Soptonbor '44 15 February '45 

Gal. Zb M. Griffith ` 16 Fobrmry '45 To Date : 
COMMANDING OFFICER, 3197H FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (REDISIGMATED 319TH GLIDER 
FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION ON 15 AUGUST, 1942) . 

Lt. Gei, Villian H. Bertsch » 25 March 2 c 5 Octobor '43 

Major Janos C. Todd .. 6 Oetobor !45 6 February, '44 
- Majer James C. Todd ^ 21 Robrunry '44 29 Juno !44 

bt. Col. James C. Todd eters '50 Juno '44 50 Juno !45 

t Col. Jcsoph ‘I. Koating | l July !45 16 October !45 

Ner Dantes A, York UADIT I7 Octebor Is To Date eps 
coma xpi OFFICER, 320TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (REDESIGPIATED OTH GLIDER 


FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION ON 15 AUGUST, 1942.) 


Lte Col. Francis A. March 25 March 142 5 Janvary 143 
Major Paul E. Yright es 6 Janvary 145 9'Àpril !45 
Lt, Cole Paul E. right 10 April !45 To Date 


"4 COMMANDING OFFICER, 2218T FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION 


ON 15 AUGUST, 1945). ty 


Lt. Cole John Ye Yorks 25 iarch '42 ..15 August (A8 


TRANSFERRED FROM DIVISION 


COM ANDING OFFICER, 907TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION 


ON 15 AUGUST, 1942). 


ERRED FROM DIVISION 


TRANSP 


Lt. Col. John E. Ray 25 March '42 . 19 June (Aë 
Ma jor Ephrain H, McLemore 20 June 142 14 July '42 
Lt. Col. Ephraim He McLemore 15 July '42 15 August Ti 


COMMANDING OFFICER 


76TH PARACHUTES FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (ACTIVATED AND 


ASSIGNED TO DI 


Capt. Paul E. "right .. = ++.) l8 August '42 17 August '42° 
Major Paul E. “Wright. cuits Gë ”18 August '42 20 Octobor "42 
Capta Robort He Neptune (Acting). wed, October Te 5 Janvary Ia 
Major Tilbur M. Griffi th : "RW Se 4 January "as 8 March '43 UNT a 
Lt. Col. "Jilbur E. Griffith e | 9 March ia: : 24 Bopterber Mp -` 
lajor Robort 7. Neptune - . 25 Soptonbor '44 10 November M 
Lt. Col. Robert Te Noptuné, 1l Novorbor '44 . 30 June '45 EA 
Major Horbort H. Champlin ` 1 July ‘45° .' To Date d 

es alg S 
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人 


COMMANDING OFFICER, 456TH PARACHUTS FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (ASSIGNED TO 


一 一 一 一 一 一 :一 -一 一 一 


FROM : T 
Lt. Col. Harrison B. Hardon, dr. 10 Fobruary '43 2 August !45 
Major Hugh À. Noal 5 August '45 27 February '44 
Ma jor agnor Te D'Allossi RAN AS Pobruary Ah = 29 June 'A4 
Lt. Col. "agnor J. Dl'àllossio .50 Juno '44 50 June '45 
Major Frodorick Je Silvey 1 July !45, To Date 
COMMANDING OF FIOER, SOTH ATRBORNE ANTIATRORAF Ja TT ‘LION ACTIVATED AND 


ASSIGNED TO DIVISION 3 SEPTEMBER "42 


Majer Vhitfiold Jack | 5 Septorbor !42 29 November I2 
it. 001. Whitfield Jack 30 Nevenbor '4 19 August '43 
Majer Raymond E. Singleton (Acting) lo duly Haa tig, 19 Rees 5 
" Major Raymend E, Singlotcn 20 Auzust '43 51 January '4 
Lt. Col. Raymond E. Singleton l Fobrvary '44 20. Juno '45 
Lt. Col. John 7. Paddock 1 July 145 15 Octobor '45 
Major Choice Re Rucker 16 October '45 To Date 


COMMANDING OFFICER S072H xNGINEZER BATTALION 3TH AIRBORKE 


ENGIN@ER BATTALION ON 15 AUGUST 1942 


Lt. Col. Poter E. Bormel 25 March !42 15 July 2 
Major Robert S. Pslror 14 July '4e 29 November '42 
Lt. Col. Robert S; Palne : 50 Hovonbor '42 . . 6 Juno '44 
Major Edwin As Bedell ; 7 Juno '44 26 Novorbor '44 
Lt. Gei, Edrin Ae Bodoll 27 Neverber '44 To Dato 
COMMANDING S i KE CET REZDXOIGATÓD TH AIRSOZNE 
MEDICAL COMPANY ÓN 15 AUGUST, 1942) . 
Major Clifford Bes 25 arch '42 5 April e 
Lt. Col. Clifford Bos A April UP 20 May '4 
Ea jor “Nillian Es ‘illians 21 Hay Tä 6 July !4x 
Lt. Col. Tillian E. Tilliams 7 July ‘4 | 14 August ‘42 
i s d n » tienne : JS August Tho 29 January Wë 
Capte Willian H, Houston ` ` . 50 Janvery !à5 2 March !45 
Ha jor IO. H. Houston. i 5 March !45 5 June '44 (KIA) 
Capt. Jerry J. Belden 7 June '44 30 June t44 
Major Jerry J. Belden l July "44 30 June "45 
Capt. Hubert C. Stewart l July '45 ee io Dewas 


COMMANDING OFFICER, 4O7IH QUARTERMASTER BATTALION (REDESIGNATED 407TH AIRBORNE ` 


QUARTERMASTER COMPANY ON 15 AUGUST, 1942). 


Capt. Harold E, Rose 15 August '42 25 November 142 
lst Lt. Samuel H. Mayes 26 November '42 24 Mareh '43 
Capt Samuel H. Mayes 25 March '43 28 February 1'45 
Capt, Edgar F, Brooks l March 'h5 23 June !45°.: 
Capt, Harold O. Karberly 2, June !45 To Date. ^. 
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COMMANDING OFFICER, 762D AIRBORNE 
6 OCTOBER !À2). FROM 
Ist It. Lee Be, Gatlin 6 October 142 


lst Lt, Howard H, Crusey d 
lst SE Tilliam B, McGuire 
Capt.. William BR, MeGuire 
Tee Ltr Wes Davis, Ur. 
Capt, Jeff Davis, Jr. ta 
lst De John D, Lecnard 
“lst Lt. Robert L, Feinsod 


Novemoer ‘42 


21 Janury '43- 
9 May '43 

:22 June !43 

I7 kpril t45 

db S 


COMMANDING OFFICER, 62D RA 
Capt. John He 5uonson 251 anch 'A2 
COMMANDING CFFICER, 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION RECORD 


iste, DU. idan C . ehreve 15 augist '42 


Capt, William C,. Shreve 22 December 142 
lst Lt, Roland 1i, Hudson 21 February '42 
2d Lt. Joseph V, Doliasi 25 íugust '43 

det Lt. Joseph V, Veliasi 22 November '43 


COMAND SE OFFICER, €2D AIRBORNE RE Sousa PL.TOON 


2 eng Lt. Joseph m Deissi 4L 
dst Lv. Kenneth i9 Palmer 


Mess o 145 
l July '45 


22 November 142. 


SSANCE PLATOON 


RDNANOE MAINTENANCE COMPANY (ACTIVATED ON 


TO 
31 October 'h2 
22 November !À2 
20 January '43 
8 May 743 W 
21 June !43 
15 april '45 
30 June !45 
lo: Date E 


ACONN ISS.NC2 TROOP (UMCTIVATED GN 15 AUGUST 1942) 


14 august '42 
PROVISIONAL). 
2l December 142 

20 February 'h2 

8 august '43 

21 November !43 

28 February !45 

OH 1 HRZ 1945 


30 June '45 ` 


cacao OFFICER, | 82D SIGNAL CO PANY EY (X: LADESIGN..TED a 6eD AIRBORNE SIGHAL COM- 


PaEY Of 25-/UGUST 


UST 1942). 


ist Lt. Lester H, Dik: i 25 march 142 
Capt. Lester E. Clark | 10 april '42 
ist Li. Robert Ae Furman 6 august 42 
Capt, Robert E. Furman 13 &pril !43 
list Lis Rachemnd E. Nerf el? July lih 
Capt, Richard E,: Nerf 17 October IA 
Let: LE Thoodore i. Sinema l duly !45 


CO 2 EUN. OFFICER, H IS.DGUARTSRS COMPANY 


"m 
DT 


co dex NY [9] 82D 


: LIHBORNE DIVISION, ON J5 AUGUST, 1942) 


D 


Capt. Jean G, Callahan . oe 25 March 42 
Major Jean 9, Callahan 8 april '42 
Capt. John He Swenson ~. Wi U TERT SE a 
ie jor John H, Swensen l4 September 142 
Capt, William C. Shreve . 21 February 143 
Capt, Welter H, Chandler, Jr. 2i igipast 143 
lst Lt, Gecrge J, Claussen .. 18 dandus Ug. 
e Capt, George J. Claussen l June !44 

Capt, Robert b, Patterson : a E UN 145 


ist Lt, William L, St.nley 19 July '45 
lst Lt. Gecrge.C. Roberts 2l august !45 
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H 


MEN TIEN LERRA RR 8 EEN TEE ee en hee TE 


站 


9 april '42 

5 august '42 
12 Conil AS) 
16 July ‘ad 
16 Cctober pon 
30 June '4 
To Date 


2D DIVISION (REDESIGNATED HEiDQU.RTERS 


7 April 2 

TS August the 
i3 September !42 
20 February !43 
2 august '43 
l7 January 'hh 

31 Kay "bh, 

28 February !45 

18 July !45 

20 august !45 

To Date 


George C Melahn 505th PIR 


KC, — Alte 


下 
COMMANDING OFFICER, HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 82D DIVISTON ARTILLERY 


(REDESIGNATED HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 


»RTTLLERY ON 15 AUGUST, 1943) FRO To 
Capt. John W, Smiley 25 March "Aa 6 June :42 
Ist L6. tony d, Paibl , 7 June "Lä 6 July 142 
Capt. Tony J. Rabbil " guis the 30 June 45 
Capt, James L. Lewis d duly 45 To Dave 


COMMANDING OFFICER. SCH MILITARY POLICE PLATOOH (PART OF DIVISION HE.DJUARTERS 


COMPANY UNTIL aCTiVaT nu BO sil Lo eat Y POS T Gas Pa TOON, 62D INFANTRY DIVISTON ON 


2, MAY 142, DISBANDED 15 AUGUST '42, ACTIVATED AS MILITARY POLICE PLATOON, 


82D AIRBORNE DIVISION ON 8 SEPTEMBER "AC, 


Capt. William P. Bowden 25 March '42 20 October !A2 
lst Lt. Harold M, McLeod (Acting) 16.Sentember '42 10 December !42. 
Let Lt. George E, Bankston 21 Usboner !42 20 May !4 

2d Lt. Jacob H. Sneiderman 2l May :43 X6 Navercer 143 
lst Lt, Jacob H, Sneiderman 17 November '43 20 July "bk 

2d Lt. John J, lMcGillivary 21 July !44 10 November '44 
Ist Lt, John J. McGillivary ll November '44 30 June "45 

ist Lt. James P. Logan l duiy $45 To Date 


COMMANDING OFFICER, PARACHUTE MGINTENACE COMPANY _ (PROVISIONAL) 


Capt. albert G, Marin 1 November !43 1 June '44 
Capt, James E, Griffin 2 June ‘hh 28 February '45 


Cup OFFICER, 92D PARACHUTE MAINTENANCE COMPANY (ACTIVATED i MARCH !'45). 


Capt. Wylie Cooper  . j 1 March !45 To Date 

COLMANDING OFFICER, SPECIAL TROOPS, 82D AIRBORHE DIVISION (ACTIVATED 2 MARCH 145) 
Major William H. Johnson l March !45. 30 June '45 
Lt. Col. Robert Wi. Johnson % 1 July 145 he Lo Date 


COMinNDING OFFICER. 82D INFANTRY DIVISION INFANTRY BAND (ACTIVATED 27 APRIL '42, 


REDESIGNATED 82D AIRBORXE DIVISION INFANTRY BaND 15 LUGUST '42, REDESIGNATED 504TH 


PARACHUTE INFANTRY REGL.SNT BaNL 6 JANUGRY "3, DUOTIV4TED 1 MARCH 145). 


Wo (JG) Carl A, Moldenhauer 26 sugust 142 25 February 143 
OO Carl a, Moldenhauer 26 February '43 28 February !45 


 COMUNDING OFFICER, 82D INFANTRY DIVISION ARTILLERY BAND (ACTIVATED 27 APRIL '42, 


REDAS IG 2 82D AIRBORNAS DIVISION ARTILLERY BAND 15 AUGUST '42, INACTIVATED 1 


MARCH '45). 


Set, Ricardo Sodero  — ^p. 5 now 27 April 2 25, 20 October TAS 
Wo (JG) Wilbur He Hall Qe 2) Ostober "A2 19 March '44 
Co Wilbur H, Hall : 20 March !A44 28 February '45 
meo 
H-R-S-T-Hh-1-C-T-E-D 
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| FAC 
CWO Carl a, Moldenhauer 1 Merch ek 
GWO John T. Venettozzi BT l July !45 
A 3€ 3X dx € x 


+ 


The Division Medical Supply Officer, lst Lt. arthur R, Menlpine, was 
. supervising the storage of medical supplies at OUDJA, FRENCH MORROCCO, when 
he noticed a box that did not seem to belong with his supplies. 


COMMANDING OFFICER; 82D +IRBORNE DIVISION BaND (ACTIVATED 1 MARCH 145) 


TO 


30 June '45 
To Date 


Prying off 


the top, Lieutenant Mcalpine discovered p],0CO,000 worth of 1,000-frane notes 


issued by a French bank in DaK.R, 


Several months later another box contain- 


ing 91,000,000 in francs was found among reserve Division supplies in BIZEITE, 


TUNISIA. 


The two boxes were part cf a huge shipment of new banknotes that were be- 


ing shipped by an american banknote company to the French bank. 


Somchow a 


„total of 19 of the boxes becomo mixed with »merican military supplies being 


“shipped to CaSaBLNC... all vere ultimately recovered, 


一 一 一 一 一 


Xo 4 3 x X x 
us AS E 
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SECTION 6 


DH 


ASSIGNMENTS, ATTACHMENTS AND DETACHMENTS 
SGNMENTS, ATTACHMENTS AND DETACHMENTS 


A. ASSIGNMENTS AND ATTACHMENTS OF DIVISION 
OR UNITS TO HIGHER HEADQUARTER 
E E " rd 


Cf * * 


THEATERS OF OPERATIONS 


North African Theater of Operations (NATOUSA) 


European Theater of Operations (ETOUSA) 


ARMY GROUPS 
ARMY GROUP 
12th Army Group (U.S.) 


15th Army Group (U.S. & Br.) 


21st Army Group 


ARMY 
First (U.8.) 
First Allicd Airborne 
First(Canadian) 
Sccond (U.S$) > 
Sccond (Br.) m 
Third (U,8.) 
Firth (0,8.) 7^ enr 
. Seventh RS 二 大 


Ninth (U.S.) 
Fifteenth (U.S.) 
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CAMPA IGNS 
Ardennes and Central Europe 


Sicily, Italy (Naples—Foggia 
and Rome-Ar no) 


Normandy, Holland, Ardennes 
Central Europe 


CAMPAIGN OR LOCATION 
Normandy, Ardennes 
ee France 

Holland 

U.S.A, 

BIET Central Europe 
uU 

t ice Italy 
Sicil. A d 


England, Central Europe (For 
Administration) 


Rhineland 


v 
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CORES 
CORPS d CAMPAIGN OR LOCATION 
I Armorod Corps (158. ) North Africa- 
lst Airborno Corps (Bre) Holland i 
II Corps (tess) SET 
Provisional Corps ' ^ SE: 
2d Corps (Canadian) EE 
III Corps i Rhineland 
IV Corps | UsS che 
V Corps í E Ardennes and Rhineland 
VI Corps | Italy 
VII Corps W. Normandy 
VIII Corps : Normandy, Ardennes 
lOth Corps (Br.) Italy 
12th Corps (Bre) Central Europe 
XV Corps (U.S.) "s ; North Ireland 
ZVT Gorps GELS.) deeg i Franco 
XVIII Corps (Airborne) (U.S.) Ardennes, Central Europe 
XIX Corps (U.S.) North Ireland 
XXII Corps (U.8.) Rhinelahd 
30th Corps (Br.) i l Holland 
* * * 


STOTDY 205th Parachute ROT to lst Infantry Division (U.S.) 
ITALY 325th Glider ROT, 504th and 505th Parachute RCTs 
to 36th Infantry Division (U.8.) on Salerno Beach- 


head « 
325th Glider RCT, 504th Parachute ROT, 319th Glider 
Field Artillery Pattalion, and Batteries D, E, and 


F, 80th Airborne Àntiaircraft Battalion, to Ranger 
Task Ferce in Chiunzi Pass Sectore 


EE 
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205th 
Sovth of Naples。 
505th 


in Volturno River Sector. 
(U.S 
Sectors, 


504th Parachute RCT to 
on Anzio Boachhoad e 


HOLLAND 508th Parachute ROT to 
aal River. 
BELGIUM 505th Parachute ROT to 


UNITS ATTACHED TO THE 82D AIRBORNE 


NORTH AFRICA 


1 Parachute ROT to 23d Armored Brigade (Bre) 
Parachute ROT to 23d Armored Brigade (Br) 


A Parachute ROT to 34th Infantry Division 
j.) and II Corps (U.S.) in Isernia and Vonafro 


5d Infantry Division (U,S.) 
50th Corps (Br.) north of 


V Corps in Hurtgen arcae 


DIVISION 


(Completo records of attachmcnts in North Africa 


62d Ficld Artillory Bat 


are not currontly available) 
2d Battalion, 509th Parachute Infantry 
Engineer Co. (Cam) 


334th Quartermaster Company (Depot) 


Sicily = 


(Conploto records of attachments in Sicily 


are not currently availablo) 
59th Regimental Combat Toam 
26th Field Artillery Battalion ^ 
34th Field Artillory Battalion 
talion 
77th 


Field Artillory zno 


. 20th ee Battalion (Gi) 


85d Chemical Battalion (4.2" Mortar) 


ITALY 


H 


Coa e records of ARS in Ttaly 


are riot currontly available) 


5d Bangor Battalion (to 504th Parachute 


Ghurka Battalion, British (to 504th 


ROT)’ 


Parachute ROT) 


George C Melahn 505th PIR 


GË EE 


ENGLAND 
Quartermaster Truck Company 


Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2d Airborne Brigade 
(From 20 Janvary 1944 to 27 August 1944) 


507th Parachute Infantry (From 20 January 1944 to 27 August 1944) 
508th Parachute Infantry (From 20 January 1944 to 30 March 1945) 


E 
WCRMANDY - 


UNIT oe TO 

Troop B, 4th Cav Ren Sqdn à 7 1 June 1944 23 June 1944 
87th Armd FA Bn - 1 June 1944 8 June 1944 

14 June 1944 8 July 1944 
Co 0, 746th Tk Bn | 1 June 1944 11 June 1944 
CoA, 746th Tk Bn l 13 June 1944 21 June 1944 
Co A, 712th Tk Bn 1 July 1944 8 July 1944 
188th FA Bn 12 June 1944 8 July 1944 
172d FA Bn 16 June 1944 l9 June 1944 
Co C, 899th TD Bn Sp 1 Juno 1944 19 Jone 19445 
CoA, 607th TD Bn 19 June 1944 4 July 1944 
801 TD Bn | 50 June 1944 1 July 1944 
805 TD Bn ~. | 7 1 July 1944 8 July 1944 
Co B, 87th Chem Mortar Bn i | 15 Jane 1944 21 June 1944 
Co D, 86th Chon Mor amen Au July 1944 L July 1944 


3609 QM Trk Co — 

3810 QM Trk Co 

Ist Plat 603d QM GR Co 

l Plat, 464th Amb Co, 51st Med Gp. 

403d Collecting Co, 179th Med Bn. ; 
374th Collocting Co, 50th Med Bn. 

429th Litter Bear ing Platoon 


291st Collecting Co 
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R-E-S-T-R-I-0C-T-E-D 
HOLLAND 
UNIT FROM TO 
Unit A, 50th Field Hosp 17 September 1944 
666th QM Trk Co 19 September 1944 
1st Coldstream Gds Armd Bn (Br.) 19 September 1944 22 Scptembor 1944 
5th Coldstrcam Gds Inf Bn (Bre) 19 September 1944 22 September 1944 
2d Irish Gds Bn (Bre) 19 September 1944 22 September 1944 
Sherwood Rangers Yoomanry (Bre) 19 Septembor 1944 10 October 1944 
Royals Rocco Bn (Bre) 19 September 1944 9 October 1944 
Polish Preht Brigade 25 Septomber 1944 30 September 1944 
251st Brigade (Br.) 50 Soptombor 1944 l October 1944 
3d Gds Brigade (Br.)' 20 Scptomber 1944 1 October 1944 
5th Coldstroam Gds Inf Bn (Bre) 20 Soptombor 19/4 10 Octobor 1944 
79th FA Regt (Br.) 50 Soptember 1944 2 October 1944 
204th AT Btry (Bre) 50 September 1944 2 October 1944 
506th Pr cht Inf 1 October 1944 5 October 1944 
502d Prcht Inf 5 October 1944 4 October 1944 
130th Inf Brigade (Bre) 5 October 1944 6 October 1944 
2d Gren Gds Bn (Br.)' 6 October 1944 7 October 1944 
13/18 Hussars 10 October 1944 10 Novombor 1944 
Unit A, 50th Ficld Hosp. 
666th QM Trk Co 
Co C, 563d AAA AW Bn 18 December 1944 25 Decomber 1944 
co "3", 9th Armd Div 24 December 1944 24 December 1944 
Co B, 86th Cml Bn 25 Docombor 1944 11 January 1945 
254th FA Bn 20 Decomber 1944 18 February 1945 
551st Prcht Inf Bn 25 Docombor 1944 12 Janvary 1945 
705d TD Bn ` 20 Docorbor i944 1 
591st FA Bn 20 December 1944 lI January 1945 


740th Tk Bn 11 January 1945 


29 Decomber 1944 
27 Ja 5 Fobruary 1945 
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UNIT 
628th TD Bn 


517th Prcht Inf 


634th AAA Bn 
887th Abn Engr Co 
CoA, 87th Cml Bn 
643d TD Bn 

400th Armd FA 3n 
32d Cav Ren Sadn 


629th TD Bn 


silst Inf 

417th FA Gp 
746th FA Bn 
672d FA Bn 
541st FA Bn 
805th FA Bn 
546th FA Bn 
790th FA Bn 
74th Cml Gen Co 


74th FA Bn 


12th TD Gp (Hq only) 


661st FA Bn 


9424 FA Bn 


30 Co, 22d Belgian Pus Bn 


294th FA Obs Bn 


1150th Engr C Bn 


R-E.8-T-R-I-C.T-E-D 


FROM 
1 January 1945 


1 January 1945 
l February 1945 


5 Febrvary 1945. 
25 December 1944 
25 Janvary 1945 
25 January 1945 
25 January 1945 
28 January 1945 


31 January 1945 


4 April 1945 


4 April 1945 


TO 


11 January 1945 


11 Janvary 1945 
4 February 1945 


18 February 1945 
12 Janvary 1945 
5 February 1945 
21 January 1945 
18 Febrvary 1945 
5 February 1945 


18 February 1945 


4 April 1945 


25 April 1945 


25 April 1945 


14 April 1945 
25 April 1945 
16 April 1945 
16 April 1945 
14 April 1945 
21 April 1945 
25 April 1945 
25 April 1945 
25 April 1945 
25 April 1945 
25 April 1945 
25 April 1945 


26 April 1945 


280th FA Bn 27 April 1945 17 May 1945 
580th AAA AU Bn 26 April 1945 2 May 1945 
25 May 1945 5 June 1945 
13th Infantry 28 April 1945 1 May 1945 
NE CR 
Roe ST ed 0.5 m.p 
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EC EE 


45dq FA Bn 28 April 1945 1 May 1945 
604th TD Bn 28 April 1945 15 May 1945 
Sqdn A, 4th Royals (3r.) 29 April 1945 2 May 1945 
Thoth Tk Bn | 29 April 1945 1 May 1945 
644th TD Bn 29 April 1945 l8 1945 
Co "e 89th Oml Bn | * 29 Àpril 1945 9 May 1945 
121st Inf 20 April 1945 1 May 1945 
56th FA Ba 30 April 1945 1 May 1945 
Co C, 89th Cml Bn 40 April 1945 1 May 1945 
Oc "R'. 7th Armd Div 1 May 1945 4 May 1945 
205th FA Gp- | 5 May 1955 17 May 1945 
207th FA Bn 3 May 1945 17 ray 1945 
768th FA Bn adis May 1945 17 May 1945 - 


Interrogator Prisonor of “lar Team Noe 40 


Interrogator Prisonor of "ar Toam Noe 43 
Interrogator Prisoner of Yar Toam Noe 45 
Interrogator .Prisoner of ‘lar Team No. 47 
Military Intelligence Interpreter Team No, 412 
Order of Battle Toam No. 16 


Photo Interpretation Team Noe 3 


Photo Interpretation Toam No. 11 
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Date CP 
Opened 


25 March 142 


O2 October '42 
20 april '43 


28 april!43 


29 april 143 


10 Nay (92 


12 May!A43 
25 June 143 


6 July '43 


10 July !43 
17 Juy 113 
18 July !43 
19 July 13 
19 July '43 
20 duly 13 
E Dub oe 
23 July 143 


19 august 143 


RASTR ILCD 


CIIM 
COLX.ND POST LOCATIONS 


OF TEE 


" 62D AIRBCORNE DIVISION 


Place 


- Comp Claiborne, 


Louisiana 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina 
Camp Edsards, Massachusetts 
U.S. Transport George 
Washingtcn, Staten Island, 


New York 


U. 3, Transport George 
Washington 


NORTH ..FRICA 


Camp Don B, Passage, 
Casablanca 


Oud ja 
Kalrouan 
STORY: 


(Fwd) aboard S AS) D 
-Monrovia 


- (Fwd) Gela 


(Fwd) Hast of agrigonto 


' (Fwd) Near Port Empedocle 


(Fwd) “est of Montollegro 


(Fwd) West of Ribera 


(Fwd) Northeast cf Sciacca’ - 


(Fwd) 5. Margherita 


(Fwd) Trapani 


je 
A&lrouan 


Country 


Unitod States 


United States 


United States 


United States 


At Sca 


French Morrocco 
Fronch Morrocco 
(Part of Division 
camped in algeria) 


Tunisia 


Tunisia 


(During period Forward CP was in Sicily the rear CP remained at Kairouan) 
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Date CP 
Ovened 


O2 September 
05 September 


18 September 


22 September 


26 September 


29 September 


d 
143 


He 


"13 


1 Cetober '43 


19 November '43 


9 December '43 


14 February '44 


6 June 'AÀA 


l4 June !44 


15 June ths 


17 June '44 


20 June '44 
2 July 'A4 


5 July tah 
12 July "hh 


15 July !'A4 


R-E-S-I-R-I-C-T-E-D 


Fwd) Paestum 
Rear) Termini 
Base) Comiso 
Rear Bese No. 1) Bizerte 


NON OS ON 77 


D 
Rear Base No. 2) Kairouan 
(Fwd) West of Castelcivita 
Amalfi 


(Fwa) Chiunzi Pass 


Castellammar 
Naples 


U.S. Transport Funston 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Castle Davison 

Braunstone Park, Leicester 
(Fwd) West of Ste. Mere 
Eglise 

(Sase) Leicester 

(Fwd) Hear Picauville 


(Fwd) North of Stienville- 
(Hear) West of Etienville 


(Fwd). Zast of St. Sauveur 
Le Vicomte 


(Rear) West of Etionville 

(Fwd & Rear) South of 
itienville 

outh of BEtionville 


(Fwd) &uvreirie 


(Fwd) Southwest of Etienville 
(Rear) S 


Country 
Tunisia 
Sicily 
Italy 
Sicily 
Sicily 
Tunisia 
Tunisia 
Italy 
Itely 
Italy 


italy 


France 
England 
France 


France 
France 


(Fud & Rear) South of Ztienville France 


Braunstono Park, Leicester 


LA - 


R-4-5- T- R- I-C-T-E-D 


tzl 


England 
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Date CP 
Opened 


i7 September '44 


24 September Ti 


14 November Ti 


18 December (Ah 


19 December '44 


21 December '44 
22 December '44 


24 December !4/ 


27 December "AA 
29 December '44 
3 January '45 
5 January !45 
10 January !45 
1l January 445 


25 January '45 


26 January 145 
28 January !45 


29 January US 

30 January !45 
5 February '45 
8 February '45 


10 February !45 


(Fwd) Modell 


ES T-R-I-O-T-E-D 
Place 
ECLLAND 


(Fud) Nest of Groesbeek 
(Fwd) South of Nijmegen 
(Fwd & Base) Camp Sissonne 
(Fwd) Vierbomont 

\Fud) Habiemont 


H 


(Hear) Uuorbononb . 


(Fwd) Lierneux 


` (Fwd & Rear) Bra 


(Fwd) Habiemont 
(Rear) Chateau de Ville 


(Rear) Chevron 

(Fad & Rear) Chevron 
(Fwd) Bussebodeux 
(Fwd) Abrefontaine 


(Rear) Nonceveux 


(Fwd & Rear) Nonceveux 


(fwd & Rear) Nonceveux 
(Lain) Stavelot 


(Fwd) Hunnage 


(Fwd) Wereth 

{tear Fed) Medell 
(Rear & Main) Stavelot 
(Fwd) Holzheim 


(fwd) Viclsalm 


. (Rear & Main) Stavolot 


(Fwd & Rear) Rott 


` (Main) Stavelot 


(Fwd) Hurtgen 


(Rear) Rott 
(Main) Stavelot 
(Base) Sissonne 


PW 
i-E-5-1-.-I-C-T-E-D 


, Belgium 


"TE e Hn nns n re p A 


Country 


Netherlands 


Netherlands 


France 


Belgium 


Belgium 
Belgium 


Belgium 
Belgium 


Bolgium 
Belgium 


Belgium 


Belgium 


Belgium 


Belgium 


Bolgium 


Bolgium à 
Bolgium 


Belgium 
Belgium à ; 
Belgium 
Belgium 
Belgium 


Belgium 
Belgium 


w t aa aa TO 


Germany 
Belgium 


Germany 
Germany 
Belgium 
Prance 


TS he i 
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R-E-S-I-R-I-C-T-&-D y 


Date CP $ P 
Opened CI REOS Countr 
18 February '45 (Fig & Rear) Rott i Germany 
19 February '45 y (411 CPs) Sissonne France 
CENTRAL AURORE.. 
2 April 145 ' ^ (Fwa) “eiden Germany 
27 April '45 ' (Fwd) Hohonzethen -` Germany 
(Main), “ieiden -= "Germany 
29 April '45 v (Rid) Bleckede - Germany 
30 April '45 (advance) “iendischthun Germany 
(Fwd & Roar) Bisckede Germany 
l May '45 (Fed) Ncuhaus Germany 
(Ric niece Germany 
-2 May !45 (Advance) Ludwigslust Germany 
(Fwd) Nowhaus. -- Germany 
(Rear) Bleckede Germany 
(iin) Weiden "= Germany 
(Buse) Sissonne Prance 
3 May 145 (Fwd) Ludwigslust Gormany 
(zin) Weiden - ` ‘Germany 
15 May !45 (fwd & Main) Ludwigslu 0 Gormany 
* | : POST — HOSE ILITIES 
1 dune '45 Sissonne [iwi _ France 
15 June !45 Epinal France 
1 August '45 -Berlin S , ”Germany 


At one time after the Ita ian campeign started troops of the 82d &irborne 
Division were fighting or camped at 17 different points in Italy, Sicily and 
North africa, 4s late as 25 Secptcmber 1943, troops of tho Division were fight- 
ing or camped in the Calore River m and on Sele Beach, Sorrento Peninsula 
and the Isle D' Ischia in Italy; Termini and Comiso in Sicily; and Bizerte and 
Kairouan in North Africa 


d 
ped 


On page 108 the Modal of Honor listed for tho GHANY Campaign 
Sun be listed under the — campaign. 


On page 128 T C8th Parachute Infantry should be listed as attached 
to the 7th armored Division in the St. Vith area. 
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